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PREFACE. 



The use of this exposition is to show how, 
in these twenty chapters, God disclosed to 
the children of Israel the whole doctrine of 
religion : from the Fall to the Regeneration, 
from Adam to the Redeemer. How, having 
so instructed them, He offered them this re- 
demption ; and how, and at what moment, 
they rejected the Redeemer, the Messiah, 
and thereby deferred the time of His coming ; 
and necessitated the giving of the typical 
ceremonial law; to educate them by forms 
and parables, and under the second bondage 
of the Law, for His later coming ; and to 
make ready a people better prepared for the 
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vi Preface. 

redemption from sin, into the true liberty of the 
children of God, in the Messiah's kingdom. 

Another chief object has been to illustrate 
the figurative, parabolic form of the sacred 
Writings — the language in effect of the Holy 
Scriptures — without a, knowledge of which 
they must be a confusion, an enigma, and 
a dead letter. 

For this purpose I have prefixed an In- 
troduction, intended to show in some measure 
the principles, and the method and manner, 
of Scripture symbolism, and especially of the 
Mosaic symbolism. This being better and 
more familiarly understood, it may be hoped 
that this beginning may be followed out, and 
the whole Mosaic revelation, and the Bible 
parable— in type and prophecy — be more 
completely interpreted. 

At present we are too much shut up in 
the figure and the letter. 

This treatise does not propose itself as 
being more than an introduction : as one 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Preface. vii 

advance made in a somewhat new direc- 
tion. 

Any one who is enabled and commis- 
sioned to take a new step in Bible literature, 
has attained a great privilege, and no one 
ought to assume and presume more. To 
have firmly laid one step as a foundation, 
upon which another may build a further ad- 
vance, is a very high attainment. 

Neither does the elucidation profess to be 
complete. There is no such thing as com- 
pleteness in religious knowledge : if any one 
should hope for it, he would only prove by 
this very means his ill appreciation of reli- 
gious truth and promise. This exposition 
might have been more elaborately drawn 
out, but then it would have been more tedious, 
without corresponding profit and effect; more 
minute applications might have been made, 
but if the elucidations here given should be 
accepted, and familiarly used, these further 
matters will from time to time develope them- 
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selves, and furnish useful instruction, and 
surprise, and corroboration, to the reverently 
inquiring mind. 

I find £he work of my life is all or nearly 
done. 

All my writings have been for suggestion 
of new directions of thought and labour. 

I may yet have life and opportunity given 
me to collect and propose some other of the 
interpretations which are the result of my study 
in Holy Scripture during seventy years ; and 
are the application of principles which, in op- 
position to other systems, I have persistently 
proposed. 
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DOCTRINAL EXPOSITION 

OF THE FIRST TWENTY CHAPTERS OF 

EXODUS. 



INTRODUCTION. 

METHOD OF THE MOSAIC REVELATION. 

One of the fundamental principles in the 
method and use of the revelation by Moses, 
both in the transactions and events which are 
historically recorded, and in the giving of the 
ceremonial law, seems to be that it is alto- 
gether more intended to be read and studied 
as a religious lesson, than that the transac- 
tions should be critically inquired into and 
realised, and the ceremonies be laboriously 
performed. To compare things sacred with 
profane, this may be illustrated by the 

/ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



2 Introduction. 

greatest of human productions, the plays 
of our incomparable Shakespeare, — whose 
works, though they were- professedly and 
ostensibly proposed for stage performance, 
are more fitted and profitable, if they were 
not mayhap composed and adapted and 
intended, to be more read than acted. 

The whole Mosaic revelation and cere- 
monial is a kind of hieroglyphic representa- 
tion, which, when studied in the meaning of 
its succession of figures, is a narration of 
Divine precepts and instruction, often con- 
sisting of actions and events put together in 
seeming confusion, but which, when read and 
taken according to their relative signification, 
are found to contain the several parts and 
ingredients of religious duties and doctrines, 
which are much easier to be fitted together 
and understood by study of the narrative, 
than they were likely to be by the acting of 
the ceremonies or the experiencing of the 
events; in the same way as the workman 
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The Mosaic Revelation. 3 

engaged in the sculpturing of hieroglyphics 
might be totally ignorant or inattentive to 
the general meaning of the inscription he 
was creating, while the passer-by, reading 
and studying the whole together, would be- 
come master of its meaning and information. 
The separating of the first-born and the 
instituting of the feast of unleavened bread, 
two precepts put in immediate succession 
send alternated, in the thirteenth chapter of 
Exodus, seem to be confusedly mixed up 
together. But they are seen to be suitably 
put together and connected, when understood 
to inculcate that the separation of the first-born 
(the elect) is to be a separation to holiness 
of living, — renunciation of the world and the 
flesh, — signified and symbolised by the un- 
leavened bread. To the giving of the 
manna, in the sixteenth chapter, it is added, 
Thou shalt not keep any of it till the morning, 
for then it would corrupt ; and to these the 
not gathering it on the sabbath is added, and 



Digitized by 



Google 



4 Introduction. 

that the supply should be doubled on the 
day before the sabbath. 

But these are all one doctrine, namely, 
that we are to live and act in faith that our 
food is supplied by God, that it is. supplied 
and will be supplied day by day, that any 
doubt and dependence on our own provision 
for the morrow is of human corruption ; and 
that though God promises no more than 
enough for the day, yet He will also provide 
extraordinary supplies for, and sufficient for, 
every extraordinary occasion. It is a single 
and complete instruction, and paraphrases all 
that is in the text, ' Give us day by day our 
daily bread/ It is the same with the sacri- 
fices, and their various forms and accom- 
paniments. The priests might not see the 
connexion of their parts, nor the oneness 
and totality of the doctrine; and they did 
not see it. The schools of the prophets 
seem tQ have studied these doctrines and 
ceremonies in their deeper sense ; meditating 
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over their hidden meanings, but not perform- 
ing the ceremonies in act. The priests 
performed the ceremonies in act, and thought 
that the virtue was in the act They were 
like the sculptors of the hieroglyphics ; they 
busied themselves with the exactness of 
the figures they had in hand, and thought 
not of their higher signification. Accord- 
ingly the prophets were continually depre- 
ciating the sacrifices so unmeaningly used, 
and the priesthood so abusing them. 

The priestly and the prophetic offices 
have always been different, and supplemen- 
tary one to the other.* Both offices are 
necessary ; the priestly to perpetuate the acts 
which are to be the groundwork of the 
interpretation, lest they should go out of use 
and be forgotten, and the doctrine together 
with them; the prophets were to be the 

* Baldwin Brown says, ' The prophet becomes the 
censor of the priesthood.' — The Soul's Eocodus, Sermon 
viii. p. 197. 
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6 Introduction. 

interpreters of these acts ; and their office 
called them to illustrate and exalt the doc- 
trines which were the end and use of the 
acts, and to decry the abuse of the acts in 
the hands and minds of the priests, who in 
exalting the act lost the spirit, and made the 
act itself, for want of seeing the object of it, 
a dead letter. 

There are many events and circumstances 
which warrant and confirm this view, that 
ceremonies and forms were meant to be read 
and studied more than to be practised ; and 
that narration of events is to be read as 
the narration of doctrine, and figuratively 
described truths and precepts. The sacri- 
fices were not offered in the wilderness; 
even circumcision was not practised {Josh. 
v. 5) : though Moses himself was the governor. 
The feast of tabernacles was not observed with 
all its ceremonies from Joshua to the time of 
Nehemiah (Nek. viii. 1 7) ; the sabbatical years 
were not observed (2 Chron. xxxvi. 21). 
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The importance of sacrifices and cere- 
monies is depreciated almost from the time 
of their institution. Deuteronomy endeav- 
ours to lead up at once to antitypical and 
spiritual applications, especially in the ex- 
pressions, < Circumcise your hearts/ and love 
the Lord your God, and your neighbour, and 
the stranger. The fiftieth Psalm is an 
instruction that the judgment shall be not 
according to the fulfilment of the law and 
the performance of sacrifices, but to the 
fulfilment of our duty to God and our neigh- 
bour ; not the tithing of our goods, but 
judgment (justice to man) and the love of 
God {Luke, xi. 42). Isaiah is full of this. 
So Micah counsels the ceremonialists of his 
time, — it is not the coming before God with 
burnt-offerings, and calves, and rams, and 
rivers of oil in which He delights, but in 
doing justly, and loving mercy, and walking 
humbly and religiously (Mic. vi. 6-8). The 
same at Zech. vii. 3, 9, — not weeping and 
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8 Introduction. 

fasting, but executing true judgment and 
compassion. John the Baptist preaches 
practical duty as the thing to be enforced 
on each class of persons and individuals.* 
Therefore, the order of the ceremonial 
observances, and the descriptions of the 
Mosaic buildings and furniture, are to be 
read and studied as conveying lessons of 
belief and conduct ; and thus used, they will 
be found beautifully and wonderfully and 
systematically to characterise them. 

The typical transactions and events of 
the Old Testament are not merely to be 
understood and admired as. evidences of 

* Analogously, the Gospels are now given us to be 
read, instead of our Lord Himself to be witnessed and 
conversed with : ' Henceforth we are to see Him no 
more after the flesh/ Yet all the aim of the present 
generation is to realise Jesus Christ in His human na- 
ture and appearance. It is all ' Ecce Homo.' And this 
seems to bear upon the question whether the Lord's 
Supper ought to be received continually or only occa- 
sionally. 
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God's foreknowledge and intention with 
respect to the redemption of man ; this is a 
very imperfect view of them. They are 
richly pregnant with particular instruction and 
doctrine. Abraham's offering of his son, and 
Isaac's voluntary submission to it, and the 
ram from the thicket substituted vicarially 
for Isaac, are three parts to be put together 
to communicate the whole doctrine and 
promise of a vicarial sacrifice. Moses sit- 
ting upon a stone (Christ) and holding up 
his hands, 'fixed' in the same position as 
Christ's hands upon the cross, till the even- 
ing, for the conquest of Amalek (the world, 
flesh, and devil), is a fourfold hieroglyphic 
of Christ's conquest of Satan and the world 
in the crucifixion. The several curtains of 
the tabernacle, and the several distinctive 
sacrifices, with their accompaniments, are 
each of them books in which to read the 
performance of Christ's different conditions, 
and characters and offices, in the incarnation. 
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A very important and convincing confirm- 
ation of this view is, that the very form of 
expression, the very words which are used, 
and in which events are narrated and typical 
transactions are recorded, often constitute 
the type more than, or independently of, the 
event itself. Melchizedek had a father and 
mother and descent ; but St. Paul founds a 
most important typical argument upon the 
circumstance that these accompaniments are 
not mentioned. At Exod. xii. 6, the precept 
is that the * whole assembly' shall kill the 
paschal lamb : which they did not, and could 
not do. But the instruction is here given that 
every individual member of Christ's Church 
must take part in and partake of His sacrifice. 
Lev. i. 5, 1 1, enjoins that ' he,' the lay offerer, 
shall kill the sacrifice ; but the priest did it in 
fact. In the command, ' Make it according 
to the pattern showed thee in the mount,' 
the actual appearance of the pattern is 
immaterial to us. The doctrine is most 
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material, — that the tabernacle was to represent 
1 spiritual ' and ' heavenly ' things. Water 
was said to be given to Samson's prayer 
out of Lehi, the 'jaw/ It is immaterial 
whether this was out of the jaw of bone 
itself or the place to which he gave that 
name ; the narrative that water was given 
by the jaw, — the gospel, the Spirit, by the 
jaw of an ass, the preaching of unlettered 
apostles, — was the type and the precept. 
In like manner, blood and water are said by 
John to have come forth out of our Lords 
side ; but the water was in reality serum, 
white blood, so that both were blood ; but 
the appearance and the description conveyed 
the doctrine. 

A branch and enlargement of this prin- 
ciple is, that it is the description which the 
prophets give of their visions, more than the 
actual visions themselves, which contain the 
mystery to be unfolded. An example has 
been given in the case of the pattern showed 
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to Moses in the mount. In like manner, 
Moses, and Isaiah, and Ezekiel may have 
seen the same vision of the cherubim ; but 
the parts of the vision which they respec- 
tively described, convey the gradually higher 
and higher mysteries of the incarnation 
which they were commissioned to reveal. 
The different parts of the cherubic vision of 
Ezekiel are described in the order of the 
doctrines which they were intended to repre- 
sent; or else the vision itself changes its 
features for the same purpose. The effect 
of all this is, that it is less important what 
the actual event was, or what the construc- 
tion ; as, of the tabernacle, how the curtains 
were placed. The curtains of rams' skins 
dyed red, were not seen after they were put 
on ; but the putting of them on, and the 
description of them, is of the greatest import- 
ance. That there were eleven curtains of 
goats' hair covering the ten curtains of blue, 
purple, scarlet, &c, and that there was a 
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half-curtain ' over/ is infinitely important, 
whatever may have been the actual use and 
position of this curtain in excess, and of the 
portions remaining over (Exod. xxvi. 7, 9, 
12, 13). They signified the same as the 
half-cubits over in every measurement of the 
ark, namely, the super - abundance of the 
merits and perfection of Christ and His 
atonement. 

In like manner it is immaterial what was 
the exact form of Ezekiel's temple. The 
measurements of it described are typical and 
doctrinal. They who do not know this, but 
endeavour to construct it materially and 
mechanically, find themselves in inextricable 
difficulty and perplexity, and lead themselves 
quite astray from the doctrine of the pro- 
phecy. Nothing can exceed the importance 
of this distinction between the actual form 
and event, and the description. Laborious 
examination, therefore, of the actual con- 
struction, as also the exact and frequent 
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observance of form and ceremony, leads 
astray, and is an impediment to a spiritual 
understanding of the mystery and doctrine 
woven in the type, and to a right exegesis. 

The Mosaic ordinances and ceremonies, 
therefore, are to be studied and meditated 
upon more than acted ; and this study is 
more profitable, and better calculated to lead 
to an understanding of them, than the 
priestly performance. And this seems to 
be the proper meaning of the often repeated 
precept, — Thou shalt set them as frontlets, 
and as a memorial between thine eyes {Exod. 
xiii. 9, 1 6), of the redemption of the first- 
born ; and (Deut. vi. 7, 8), l Thou shalt teach 
them diligently unto thy children, and shalt 
talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, 
and when thou walkedst by the way, and 
when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 
And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon 
thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets 
between thine eyes/ — of all the Mosaic 
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commands and statutes and judgments. 
The same may be the meaning of Mai. 
iv. 4, — ' Remember ye (or meditate) the law 
of Moses/ In this way the Mosaic ceremonies, 
as all the types of the Old Testament, may 
have a continuing use in these after genera- 
tions, in which the sacrifices and ceremonies 
cannot be performed. 

The method and arrangement of the 
Mosaic ordinances seem confused to the 
scientific mind, looking as it does for the 
luminous plans, precision, and order of 
philosophical systems, and human books of 
instruction. Read in a religious sense, they 
have a lucid and beautiful arrangement and 
consecutive order. In chapter xiii. of the 
book of Exodus, as already observed, the 
separation of the first-born is interwoven 
with the ordinance of the unleavened bread. 
At Deut. xvi. 4, it is said in one verse, 
1 There shall no leaven be seen with thee in 
all thy coast seven days ;' and ' neither shall 
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any of the flesh, which thou sacrificedst the first 
day at even, remain all night until the morn- 
ing/ At Num. chap. viii. vv. 2-4, the order is 
repeated for lighting the lamps, and that the 
candlestick shall be of beaten work ; and at 
verse 6, it is said, 'Take the Levites and 
cleanse them/ In Exod. chaps, xx., xxi., xxii., 
.and xxiii., to verse 19, a complete moral and 
social law is given ; and then all the forms 
of the tabernacle, and the priestly office and 
ornaments, — with the redemption of every 
Israelite for half-a-shekel appended to the 
ordinance of the one day of atonement, end- 
ing with a reinstitution of the sabbath, 
chapter xxxi. 13, &c. And then in the 
construction, all the ordinances of the taber- 
nacle are repeated over again, — beginning 
them with another special injunction of the 
sabbath. Then in Leviticus, after all the 
sacrifices, and the uncleanness of beasts, and 
of conception, and of leprosy, the purification 
by the new ceremony of the two birds, the 
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one killed and the other let loose into the open 
field, chapter xiv. And then, after the laws 
of leprosy in a house and of issues, the special 
ordinance of the day of atonement and the 
scape-goat, not before detailed, Lev. chap. xvi. 
Then the ceremonies of the three great feasts 
are prescribed, Lev. chap, xxiii. ; but the par- 
ticular sacrifices of the feast of tabernacles are 
postponed to Num. chap, xxix., after Israel 
had abode some time in Shittim, Num. 
chap, xxv., and after the second numbering 
of the people, who were just about to enter 
into Canaan. But at Lev. xxiv., the oil for 
the candlestick, and the shew-bread for the 
table, are suddenly interposed, just before 
the blasphemy and stoning of the son of the 
Egyptian and the Israelitish woman. And 
similarly, fresh ordinances of the meat-offer- 
ings with oil, and of the drink-offerings of 
wine, are given after the rebellious attempt 
to invade Canaan, and just before the ston- 
ing of the man who gathered sticks on the 

c 
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sabbath {Num. xv.). Then the sacrifice of 
and the water of separation and purification 
made with ashes of the red heifer are 
ordained {Num. xix.), before the second 
giving of water out of the rock, and the 
forfeiture by Moses of entrance into the 
promised land, through a double smiting of 
the rock, and for unbelief (chapter xx.). 
Then the brazen serpent is suddenly and 
briefly interposed (chapter xxi. 6-9), after 
the utter destroying of the Canaanites at 
Harmah is decreed, and before their final 
march. 

All this must seem confused, and intri- 
cate, and full of after-thoughts to the philo- 
sophic logical mind, delighting in forms and 
scientific arrangement; but in reality they 
are after a perfect plan of succession, when 
applied according to the order of the higher 
and higher doctrines which they are intended 
to teach. The separation of the first-born 
and the feast of unleavened bread together, 
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have been shown to be the component parts 
of one doctrine; namely, that the separation of 
the elect is to holiness. That there should be 
no leaven in all their coasts, and that none 
of the flesh sacrificed should remain until the 
morning, together signified that there must 
be an entire and unreserved renunciation of 
the whole leaven of wickedness. The light- 
ing of the lamps, joined with the purifying 
of the Levites, showed that the Levites were 
consecrated to be lights to the world. So, 
after the multifarious ordinances of the vari- 
ous sacrifices, the higher doctrine of one 
sacrifice is typified by the ceremony of the 
great day of atonement ; and this is immedi- 
ately after and closely accompanied by the 
representation of the death and resurrection 
of Christ in the dying and the living birds. 
And long after, in the book of Numbers* and 
in close proximity with the second flowing 
of water out of the rock, — which is the Holjr 
Spirit given by Christ, — is the water of 
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separation and sanctification, — which Is the 
same Holy Spirit, — from the ashes of the 
heifer, consumed by the fire of the passion 
and crucifixion, — which was the necessary 
gift poured out upon the apostles to enable 
them to conquer the kingdoms of this world, 
and enter, with the true Israelites, into the 
promised land, — the kingdom of heaven. 
•'♦ Finally, the ceremonies of the feast of 
tabernacles, with its sacrifices gradually de- 
clining day by day, from thirteen bullocks, 
two rams, and fourteen lambs, to seven 
bullocks, two rams, and fourteen lambs 
during the first seven days, and then sud- 
denly on the eighth day to one bullock, one 
ram, and seven lambs, — showed that all these 
ceremonies and sacrifices and ordinances of 
the Jews so solemnly instituted, should 
nevertheless gradually decline, till they all 
merged and ended at once in the one atone- 
ment by Christ, and the operation of the 
Holy Spirit, represented by the seven lambs. 
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The symbolism of the Mosaic revelation 
is of a most remarkable character. It is np 
doubt associated with the hieroglyphic and 
symbolic form of writing in use among the 
Egyptians ; but beyond that, it has peculiar 
forms and features of its own. 

Its first and leading characteristic is that 
by which it associates two or more symbols 
or allegories together in close apposition, 
which seem at first to have no relation to 
one another, in order that the one may ad- 
jectively qualify the other, and both together 
express one compound idea. 

The interweaving of the first-born with 
the unleavened bread; the putting together 
of the dead and living bird ; the goat sacri- 
ficed and the scapegoat ; the lighting of the 
lamps with the consecration of the Levites ; 
the putting away leaven, and the leaving no 
flesh of a sacrifice till the morning, have been 
mentioned. These seem very like in method 
to the hieroglyphic of an eye over a sceptre, 
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by which the Egyptians represented regal 
power united with magisterial wisdom, or 
omnipotence with omniscience. The hawk's 
head, and the dog's head, &c, upon the 
human figure, were after the same manner. 
This, too, has some likeness to the Hebrew 
and Egyptian form of language, by which 
they added one substantive to another, 
the second of which was an adjective to 
the first ; as man (of) God, a god -like 
man; angel (of) the Lord, or the angel 
Jehovah: This principle is constantly carried 
x>ut in the Mosaic revelation, and it forms 
a principal key of interpretation in the 
following doctrinal exposition. Other ex- 
amples of this Scriptural form of allegory are 
the city of refuge for the manslayer, and the 
accompanying institution of waiting till the 
death of the high -priest, — by which both the 
exile of the sinner from God's household and 
his redemption from this exile by Christ's 
death, are together signified. Also, that * God 
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so loved the world that He gave His only- 
begotten Son/ and that Christ's was a volun- 
tary self-offering, — ' No man taketh my life 
from me, but I lay it down of myself ;' and 
that His sacrifice was vicarial, — ' He bare our 
sins in His own body on the tree/ — are all 
symbolised at once in Abraham's sacrifice of 
Isaac, then twenty-five or thirty years old, 
and the after offering of the lamb caught in 
the thicket in his stead. 

At Zechariah, v. 7, 9, there is an eminent 
example of this compound symbolism. The 
woman sitting in the ephah is wickedness ; 
and then two women (signifying wickedness 
again), having the wings of a stork, bearing it 
away, and establishing it a house, or church, in 
the land of Shinar. Now a stork is in every 
language the emblem of piety. But piety and 
wickedness joined together obviously sym- 
bolise superstition, — a superstitious church. 

One thing is especially to be noticed, and 
that is, how these adjectival descriptions are 
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appended or thrust in without any conjunc- 
tion or expression to denote connexion or 
similitude : exhibiting, it seems, in this respect 
some peculiar Oriental figure and poetical 
license. It seems as if the adjectival idea 
being proposed to be introduced, the manner 
in which it shall be introduced is considered 
wholly immaterial. Thus, having to express 
whiteness, in the Song of Solomon, it is on 
two occasions said of the subject of this 
whiteness, The Bridegroom, * He feedeth 
among lilies/ Of the same it is said, to 
describe His sweetness, ' The smell of His 
nose is like apples.' With what free and 
poetic simile the evenness and whiteness of 
his teeth are described, * Thy teeth are as a 
flock of sheep which go up from the washing, 
whereof every one beareth twins, and there 
is not one barren among them ' But scholarly 
rule would require that the twin lambs them- 
selves should be washed and white, not the 
mother who bore them. 
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Again, in the last chapter, it is said of the 
brides un wedded sister, ' If she be a wall, we 
will build upon hir a palace of silver ; and if 
she be a door, we will enclose her with 
boards of cedar/ The wall has no signi- 
ficance, and the door has no signification ; 
the metaphors are framed solely to import 
that the Gentile Church shall be converted 
to the purity of silver, and to the fragrant 
sweetness of cedar, and whatever was typi- 
cally represented by cedar in Solomon's 
temple. 

It is clearly to be observed, that all these 
compound symbolisms are of the same prin- 
ciple, and strikingly illustrate one another. 

We use the words type, symbol, and 
allegory interchangeably, for they are the 
same thing. A typical event is an allegory. 
Allegory is a symbol described ; symbol is an 
allegory represented. In Quarks Emblems 
the pictures are symbols, the poems accom- 
panying them are allegories. 
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We cannot now see the Mosaic cere- 
monies in act, we can only read them ; in the 
same manner as we can only read the his- 
tories of typical and symbolical transactions. 
In description, therefore, they are allegories ; 
and this is what I have above suggested and 
contended, that all these are, and were in- 
tended more to be read and studied and inter- 
preted, than to be witnessed. 

A consequence of this is, that the very 
words in which typical events are described 
are more to be observed and weighed than 
the exact manner and form of the transaction 
is to be inquired into. As it has been already 
noticed, it is commanded {Lev. i. 5, 6), 'He 
(the offerer) shall kill the bullock/ — * he shall 
flay the burnt-offering;' but, in fact, the 
priest or Levite killed and flayed it : to signify 
that, typically and doctrinally, the offerer 
himself should be the sacrificer. And at 
Exod. xii. 6, ' The whole assembly shall kill 
the Passover lamb/ which they could not 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



The Mosaic Revelation. 27 

actually do. Again, at Exod: xx. 25, it is 
enjoined, If any man lifts up a tool upon 
God's altar, he has polluted it ; and Aaron's 
great sin was that he fashioned the golden 
calf with a graving-tool after he had molten 
it. Yet God's altars were fashioned with 
tools in Moses* tabernacle, and still more in 
Solomon's temple : the rule was not carried 
out practically. The instruction impressed 
in reading the rule, and examining its mean- 
ing, is the intention. And then the instruc- 
tion is as applicable to us, who have no 
altars, in conforming our hearts and worship 
to God's own simple revelation, as it was to 
the Israelites. 

It is another marked feature in the'eco- 
nomy of the Mosaic revelation that events 
and precepts which are intended to be typical 
and prophetic, are emphasised by being re- 
peated twice, or more times. This is an 
especial key of which much use will be made 
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in unlocking the treasures of Divine truth, 
laid up and as it were hidden in the form 
and method of the word of God by Moses. 

Of the same principle is the occasional 
doubling of symbols to express one and the 
same truth : as the oil of the lamps sym- 
bolised the Holy Spirit, and the number of 
them being seven, also symbolised the Holy 
Spirit; and the leaven hid in the meal is 
wickedness, and the woman who hid it is also 
wickedness. 

We must not hope to be able to under- 
stand perfectly the parabolic language of 
Scripture, — our frame of mind not being ha- 
bituated to it, or Oriental, — till it shall be 
made as fundamental and passionate a study 
of as Greek and Latin scholarship. It has little 
sympathy with the Teutonic rationalism, or 
the Grecian technicality of reasoning. The 
faculty must be cultivated and gradually im- 
proved by the more habitual study of the 
Bible as a model, as opposed to the logical 
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Aristotelian scientific method. Something 
may be done by an acquaintance with the 
numerous treatises on typology and the figu- 
rative language of Scripture, such as Fair- 
bairn's elaborate Treatise on Typology ; Jones 
of Nayland's Figurative Language of Scrip- 
ture; Mather, Worden, Wogan, Keach, Taylor, 
Guild, and others, on Types ; Soltau on the 
Tabernacle; and especially Daubuz's Introduc- 
tion to his Interpretation of the Apocalypse, in 
which he collects and examines the principles 
of symbolical representation, as exemplified 
by the ancient Greek and Oriental writers, 
who were familiar with the use and study. 
All these may bring us a little way on the 
right road. But their rules are still technical, 
— only informing the understanding, which 
remains half unconvinced, — till they shall have 
rooted out the scholastic method, and re- 
formed the faculty, and created the habit. 
The only true and sufficient materials and 
methods can be furnished by the close 
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study and due appreciation of the Bible 
itself. 

The above-mentioned are accordingly 
only some, a few of the prominent features 
and forms of the Bible symbolism. There 
are many other less frequent and finer shades 
which distinguish it from our logical, philo- 
sophical formularies. One of these is, the 
manner in which one part of a compound 
type, and even the exceptional part, is used 
to represent the whole. Thus, only the 
number of the first-born which were over 
and above the Levites who were to be sub- 
stituted for them, were redeemed with the 
five shekels a piece {Num. iii. 46, 47) ; but 
this signifies that the whole of the first-born, 
that is God's elect, are to be saved by re- 
demption. Again in like manner, when the 
first-born of all animals are dedicated to 
God, and of these only the first-born of the 
ass is ordered to be redeemed {Exod. xiii. 
13); yet these excepted redeemed ones re- 
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present that redemption is the necessary lot 
of the whole creation : especially as the ass 
represents the whole of mankind, who are 
degraded, outcast, and unaccepted sinners. 

The great thing in Scripture interpre- 
tation is the emancipating ourselves from 
the fetters and trammels of scholastic and 
rationalistic forms, and rules, and me- 
thods. 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE FALL OF MAN. 

Verses 5, 7. f And all the souls that 
came out of the loins of Jacob were 
seventy souls : for Joseph was in Egypt 
already. 

4 And the children of Israel were 
fruitful, and increased abundantly, and 
multiplied, and waxed exceeding mighty; 
and the land was filled with them/ 

The increase of God's Church from a 
grain of mustard-seed. ' He maketh one 
into a family.' (Ps. Ixviii. 6.) 

Vv. 8, 9, 10. 'Now there arose up 
a new king over Egypt, which knew 
not Joseph. 
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1 And he said unto his people, Behold, 
the people of the children of Israel are 
more and mightier than we. 

1 Come on, let us deal wisely with 
them ; lest they multiply, and it come 
to pass, that, when there falleth out any 
war, they join also unto pur enemies, 
and fight against us, and so get them 
up out of the land/ 

The whole scheme opens with a* repre- 
sentation of the bondage of sin and of the 
world; into which mankind have descended by 
going down into Egypt through the fall. The 
prospect, and hope, and first possession was 
all that was desirable ; and the indulgence of 
appetite, — the lust of the flesh, the lust of 
the eyes, and the pride of life, — the world, 
the flesh, and the devil. But the after ex- 
perience was of bondage, and shame, and 
misery, and the bitterness of death. 

The new king is Satan, who brings man- 
kind into bondage. 
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He holds them tight in his fetters, lest 
they should throw off the yoke of sin, and 
enter into conflict with him and his angels. 
He is Antichrist 

Vv. ii, 12, 13, 14. 'Therefore they 
did set over them taskmasters to afflict 
them with their burdens. And they 
built for Pharaoh treasure cities, Pithom 
and Raamses. 

' But the more they afflicted them, 
% the more they multiplied and grew. 
And they were grieved because of the 
children of Israel. 

' And the Egyptians made the child- 
ren of Israel to serve with rigour. 

'And they made their lives bitter 
with hard bondage, in mortar and in 
brick, and in all manner of service in 
the field : all their service, wherein they 
made them serve, was with rigour.' 

Though he invited them into his land and 
dominion to be fed, and he makes them sit 
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by the flesh-pots, and flavours his supplies to 
them with the luxurious and indulgent condi- 
ments of leeks and onions, — yet he puts upon 
them a service and toils which are afflicting, 
and rigorous, and degrading, and these grow 
even more and more enslaving : lest they be 
converted and redeemed. 

Vv. 1 5, 16. ' And the king of Egypt 
spake to the Hebrew midwives, of 
which the name of the one was Ship- 
hrah, and the name of the other Puah : 

4 And he said, When ye do the office 
of a midwife to the Hebrew women, 
and see them upon the stools ; if it be 
a son, then ye shall kill him : but if it 
be a daughter, then she shall live.' 

The end of this is death. Men are born 
to sin and death. What the first-born Cain 
was, so are all the rest : the perpetrators of 
murder ; outcasts from the Israel of God ; 
fearful that every one is their enemy, and 
will kill them : under the curse of a stricken 
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self-conviction and conscience — the heirs of 
death. (Gen.iv. 12, 14.) 

Ver. 12. * But the more they afflicted 
them the more they multiplied and 
grew.' 

But the furnace of affliction tries, and 
purifies, and refines Gods children. Through 
much tribulation we enter into the kingdom 
of God, Tribulation worketh patience, and 
patience proficiency, &c, — and by pruning 
and digging, the plants of God become more 
fruitful; they increase in graces, and their 
numbers multiply. The blood of the martyrs 
is the seed of the Church. 

' And they were grieved because of 
the children of Israel.' 

The anguish of Satan at seeing his adver- 
saries, the elect, growing more and more nu- 
merous and more free, — similar to the anguish 
of the Papacy to see liberty more and more 
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asserting itself the more it is oppressed ; and 
diffusing itself over the world. So despotism, 
for its own safety, is ever drawing its fetters 
tighter and tighter, till at length they break. 

Vv. 17, 20, 21. 'But the mid wives 
feared God, and did not as the king of 
Egypt commanded them, but saved the 
men children alive. . . . 

' Therefore God dealt well with the 
midwives ; and the people multiplied, 
and waxed very mighty. 

'And it came to pass, because the 
midwives feared God, that he made 
them houses.' 

4 1 will bless them that bless thee, and 
curse him that curseth thee/ {Gen. xii. 3.) 
1 Blessed is he that blesseth thee, and cursed 
is he that curseth thee.' {Num. xxiv. 9.) 

Vv. 16, 22. 'If it be a son, then ye 
shall kill him : but if it be a daughter, 
then she shall live. . . . 
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' And Pharaoh chained all his people, 
saying, Every son that is born ye shall 
cast into the river, and every daughter 
ye shall save alive/ 

Satan does all he can to root out good, 
firm, and straightforward principle; but re- 
tains all that is sinful, self-indulgent, lustful, 
frail, weak, inconstant, in Gods path and 
service — of which woman is the type. (Lev. 
tv. 28. Zeck. v. 7, 9. Matt. xiii. 33.) 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



40 Exodus. 



CHAPTER II. 

A REDEEMER PROVIDED AND OFFERED. 
THE REDEEMER REJECTED. 

Ver. i . ' And there went a man of the 
house of Levi, and took to wife a 
daughter of Levi/ 
'Salvation is of the Jews/ {Jokn> iv. 22. 
Isa. xi. 1.) 

Ver. 2. ' And the woman conceived, 
and bare a son : and when she saw him 
that he was a goodly child, she hid him 
three months/ 

A Redeemer provided by miraculous birth ; 
' fairer than the children of men/ (Ps. xlv. 2.) 

Vv. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. * And when 
she could not longer hide him, she took 
for him an ark of bulrushes, and daubed 
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it with slime and with pitch, and put 
the child therein ; and she laid it in the 
flags by the rivers brink. 

' And his sister stood afar off, to wit 
what would be done to him. 

1 And the daughter of Pharaoh came 
down to wash herself at the river ; and 
her maidens walked along by the river's 
side ; and when she saw the ark among 
the flags, she sent her maid to fetch it 

'And when she had opened it, she 
saw the child : and, behold, the babe 
wept And she had compassion on him, 
and said, This is one of the Hebrews' 
children. 

' Then said his sister to Pharaoh's 
daughter, Shall I go and call to thee a 
nurse of the Hebrew women, that she 
may nurse the child for thee ? 

'And Pharaoh's daughter said to 
her, Go. And the maid went and called 
the child's mother. 

4 And Pharaoh's daughter said unto 
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her, Take this child away, and nurse it 
for me, and I will give thee thy wages, 
And the woman took the child, and 
nursed it/ 

Born in Bethlehem ; brought up. in Gali- 
lee. Preserved from the slaughter of the 
innocents. {Matt. ii. 16.) Fled into Egypt, 
where preserved. (15, 21.) 

Ver. 10. 'And the child grew, and she 
brought him unto Pharaohs daughter, 
and he became her son. And she 
called his name Moses : and she said, 
Because I drew him out of the water.' 

The only - begotten of mankind : who 
were all in a state of perdition. Acts, vii. 22. 
Prov. L 2 ; ii. 2 ; v. 1 ; viii. 1, 5 ; ix. 1. 
Wisd. ix. ' How knoweth this man letters, 
having never learned ? ' ' Moses was learned 
in all the wisdom of the Egyptians/ i.e. in 
all wisdom, divine and human. {John, xvi. 
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30; xxi. 17. Isa. ix. 2; xi. 2. John, ii. 
24. 2 5) 

Vv. 11, 12. 'And it came to pass 
in those days, when Moses was grown, 
that he went out unto his brethren, and 
looked on their burdens : and he spied 
an Egyptian smiting an Hebrew, one 
of his brethren. 

'And he looked this way and that 
way, and when he saw that there was 
no man, he slew the Egyptian, and hid 
him in the sand.' 

Redemption is offered. 

Vv. 13, 14. ' And when he went out 
the second day, behold, two men of the 
Hebrews strove together : and he said 
to him that did the wrong, Wherefore 
smitest thou thy fellow ? 

'And he said, Who made thee a 
prince and a judge over us ? intendest 
thou to kill me, as thou killedst the 
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Egyptian ? And Moses feared, and 
said, Surely this thing is known/ 

Redemption is rejected by the yews. 

Vv. 15, 1 6, 17. * Now when Pharaoh 
heard this thing, he sought to slay 
Moses. But Moses fled from the face 
of Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land of 
Midian : and he sat down by a well. 

' Now the priest of Midian had seven 
daughters : and they came and drew 
water, and filled the troughs to water 
their father's flock. 

' And the shepherds came and drove 
them away : but Moses stood up and 
helped them, and watered their flock.' 

Christ having forfeited his life to the 
Gentiles; being delivered to them by the 
Jews; provides for, and offers them the 
water of life, — from which the appointed 
shepherds and keepers of the well of life 
would exclude them. 
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Vv. 18, 19, 20. 'And when they 
came to Reuel their father, he said, 
How is it that ye are come so soon to- 
day ? 

'And they said, An Egyptian de- 
livered us out of the hand of the shep- 
herds, and also drew water enough for 
us, and watered the flock. 

' And he said unto his daughters, 
And where is he ? why is it that ye 
have left the man ? call him, that he 
may eat bread/ 

Is accepted of the Gentiles. 

Ver. 21. 'And Moses was content to 
dwell with the man : and he gave 
Moses Zipporah his daughter/ 

Takes a bride — a Church, from among 
them. " 

Ver. 22. 'And she bare him a son, 
and he called his name Gershom : for 
he said, I have been a stranger in a 
strange land/ 
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Two children — two Churches — are born 
to Christ among the strange people, the Gen- 
tiles. {Ex. xviii. 3, 4.) He ' takes out of 
them a people for his name.' {Acts, xv. 14.) 

The number ' Two/ that is, division, cha- 
racterises the Gentile Church ; and it is so 
frequently typified. So, two children were 
born to Joseph in Egypt. Lot had two sons 
by incest — typical of the Gentilo-Christian 
Church.* Reuben, the rejected eldest-born 
— typical of the Gentile nations — speaks of his 
two sons {Gen. xlii. 37), — though, in fact, he 
had four sons. 

But they are not spiritually circumcised. 
(Chap. iv. 24, 25, 26.) 

Vv. 23, 24, 25. * And it came to 
pass in process of time, that the king 
of Egypt died : and the children of 
Israel sighed by reason of the bond- 
age, and they cried, and their cry 

* Sir George Rose's Scriptural Researches. 
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came up unto God by reason of their 
bondage. 

4 And God heard their groaning, and 
God remembered His covenant with 
Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. 

' And God looked upon the children 
-of Israel, and God had respect unto 
them/ 

{Lev. xxvi. 40, seq. 1 Kings y viii. 33, seq. 
Luke> iii. 3, 6.) 
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CHAPTER III. 

THE NATURE OF THE REDEEMER. HE IS VERY 

GOD : INCARNATE IN HUMAN FLESH, 

Ver. i. i Now Moses kept the flock of 
Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of 
Midian : and he led the flock to the 
backside of the desert, and came to the 
mountain of God, even to Horeb/ 

The revelation of this mystery is made 
in the deep recesses of the wilderness : 
far from the haunts of men : to those who re- 
nounce the world, its lusts and pleasures. 
It was at Cesarea Philippi, in the remotest 
parts even of Galilee, that our Lord began to 
reveal to His disciples that He was the 
Christ, the Son of God. {Matt. xvi. 1 3.) And 
at 2 Esdras, x. 54, this principle* is thus 
strikingly expressed : ' In the place wherein 
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the Highest beginneth to show His city, 
there shall no man's building be able to 
stand/ 

Ver. 2. ' And the angel of the Lord 
appeared unto him in a flame of fire out 
of the midst of a bush : and he looked, 
and, behold, the bush burned with 
fire, and the bush was not consumed/ 

The Redeemer is God incarnate in 
flesh : — the Divine is joined with the human 
nature ; and the one does not destroy the 
other. Though opposite in themselves, es- 
pecially since the fall of man, they are not 
incompatible. The purpose of the Redemp- 
tion is to reconcile them : to make man one 
with God. 

Ver. 3. ' And Moses said, I will now 
turn aside, and see this great sight, 
why the bush is not burnt/ 

He turns from this world's employments 
and pleasures, and desires, to see God. 

E 
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Ver. 4. ' And when the Lord saw that 
he turned aside to see, God called unto 
him out of the midst of the bush, and 
said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here 
am 1/ 

God adopts and uses human language 
and speech in order to reveal Himself to 
mankind. He assumes all the outward form, 
and the faculties and passions ; all the me- 
thods of intercourse among men, — all which 
the human voice and speech here represents ; 
without which the office of mediator could 
not be fulfilled. To bring down God to 
man would be to consume and destroy him. 
He takes* upon Him the lowliness and reality 
of human nature — symbolised by the bush — 
to raise it to the Divine nature. 

Ver. 5. • And he said, Draw not nigh 
hither : put off thy shoes from off thy 
feet, for the place whereon thou standest 
is holy ground/ 

And yet He is very God; in Him is all 
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the Divine majesty and power ; the Son of 
Man is in heaven. • (John, iii. 13.) 

1 Put off thy shoes, for the place where 
thou standest is holy ground/ is an idiomatic 
expression signifying, Thou art in the pre- 
sence of God. {jfosh y v. 15.) 

Vv. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. ' Moreover he 
said, I am the God of thy father, the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob. And Moses 
hid his face ; for he was afraid to look 
upon God. 

'And the Lord said, I have surely 
seen the affliction of my people which 
are in Egypt, and have heard their cry 
by reason of their taskmasters ; for I 
know their sorrows. 

1 And I am come down to deliver 
them out of the hand of the Egyptians, 
and to bring them up out of that land 
unto a good land and a large, unto a 
land flowing with milk and honey ; 
unto the place of the Canaanites, and 
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the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the 
Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the 
Jebusites. 

'Now therefore, behold, the cry of 
the children of Israel is come unto me : 
and I have also seen the oppression 
wherewith the Egyptians oppress them. 

' Come now therefore, and I will 
send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou 
mayest bring forth my people the 
children of Israel out of Egypt' 

Nevertheless (ver. 8) He is the God of 
mankind; God communicating and com- 
mercing with men, and promising them re- 
demption (ver. 7-10) from the bondage of 
Satan, into the freedom and riches of liberty 
and grace. 

Ver. 1 1. ' And Moses said unto God, 
Who am I, that I should go unto 
Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth 
the children of Israel out of Egypt ?' 

But He works this redemption by human 
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means, and by seemingly weak and insuffi- 
cient instruments. When these instruments 
seem to be most weak, then are they most 
strong, (i Cor. ii. 2. 2 Cor. xi. 3 ; xii. 9.) 

Ver. 12. 'And he said, Certainly I will 
be with thee ; and this shall be a token 
unto thee, that I have sent thee : When 
thou hast brought forth the people out 
of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this 
mountain/ 

The consummation and verification of 
which is the worship and glory of God being 
established in the world, — the power of Satan 
being overcome ; and yielding up the re- 
deemed people to the service, worship, and 
glory of God. 

Vv, 14, 15. 'And God said unto 
Moses^ I AM THAT I AM : and he 
said, Thus shalt thou say unto the 
children of Israel, I AM hath sent me 
unto you. 

1 And God said moreover unto 
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Moses, Thus shalt thou say unto the 
children of Israel, The Lord God of 
your fathers, the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, 
hath sent me unto you : this is my 
name for ever, and this is my memorial 
unto all generations/ 

Here God reveals Himself in His two- 
fold Personality as the Father and the Son. 

As the Father, He is invisible, ineffable, 
incommunicable, existence itself, and the 
author of all existence. ' No man hath seen 
God at any time/ John> i. 18. ' Whom 
no man hath seen, or can see/ i Tim. vi. 
16. 

Yet the supreme Godhead is not an 
abstract negative, neuter idea, the ro h 
of the ancients, having no relation to the 
animate creation ; but He is living and giv- 
ing life, operating (John> v. 17), personal, 
— 'In him we live, and move, and have our 
being/ 
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But it is the Son who enters into direct 
relation and communication with the human 
race. It is He who makes known the Father 
to mankind, to nations, to families, to indi- 
viduals, especially to His chosen people ; 
who says, ' I am the God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob.' ' The only-begotten Son who is 
in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared 
him.' John^ i. 18. 

These two names, therefore, reveal the 
mystery of the two-fold being of the God- 
head. Ver. 14, 1 AM, — in all space and time, 
—before all creation : necessarily therefore in- 
visible, impalpable, inconceivable. Ver. 15, 
I am ' the God of Abraham* — of mankind, 
universal, national, family, individual ; ope- 
rating creation ; able therefore to take its 
form, and of every part of it, especially Man, 
and be his personal God ; of Abraham, ahd 
of all mankind in him ; to be a tutelary God, 
— as which only the Israelites could conceive 
of Him. {Josh. v. 13-15- Dan. xi. 1 ; xii. 1.) 
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But He will be the tutelar God of all nations 
and of all mankind — Jehovah : as after ex- 
plained. Henceforth, Jehovah, the Son of 
God, the God of Abraham, the Redeemer 
speaks. 

Vv. 1 6, 17, 18. 'Go, and gather the 
elders of Israel together, and say unto 
them, The Lord God of your fathers, 
the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of 
Jacob, appeared unto me, saying, I 
have surely visited you, and seen that 
which is done to you in Egypt : 

' And I have said, I will bring you up 
out of the affliction of Egypt unto the 
land of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, 
and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, 
and the Hivites, and the Jebusites, 
unto a land flowing with milk and 
honey. 

' And they shall hearken to thy 
voice : and thou shalt come, thou and 
the elders of Israel, unto the king 
t>f Egypt, and ye shall say unto him, 
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The Lord God of the Hebrews hath 
met with us : and now let us go, we 
beseech thee, three days' journey into 
the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to 
the Lord our God. 1 

The first step on the part of man is to 
renounce the world and the flesh; and to 
desire the pleasures at God's right hand, for 
evermore, — in place of the pleasures of the 
world and sin, for a season. 

But when man renounces, God will pro- 
vide manifold more in this present life, and 
in the world to come life everlasting. The 
riches of the Gentiles shall be brought into 
the church to beautify and glorify it, as these 
spoils of the Egyptians were used for the 
building of the tabernacle. The spoils of 
Pharaoh's host drowned in the Red Sea were 
used in like manner. 

Ver. 19. ' And I am sure that the 
king of Egypt will not let you go, no, 
not by a mighty hand. 
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But Satan and the world will use all their 
strength to retain us, for their pride, their 
glory, and use ; against which all man's 
efforts to redeem himself are worthless and 
powerless. The redemption (ver. 20) is 
wholly by Christ. 

Ver. 20. ' And I will stretch out my 
hand, and smite Egypt with all my 
wonders which I will do in the midst 
thereof : and after that he will let you 
go/. 

In whose work and warfare alone we are 
more than conquerors, 

Vv. 2i, 22. 'And I will give this 
people favour in the sight of the 
Egyptians : and it shall come to pass, 
that,, when ye go, ye shall not go 
empty : 

' But every woman shall borrow of 
her neighbour, and of her that sojourn- 
eth in her house, jewels of silver, and 
jewels of gold, and raiment : and ye 
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shall put them upon your sons, and 
upon your daughters ; and ye shall 
spoil the Egyptians. 

And when the victory of faith has over- 
come and renounced the world and all its 
allurements, it will be found that the true 
convert and confessor has gained manifold 
more, even in this present life — houses, and 
sisters, and fathers, and mothers — dedicating 
and converting all the science, arts, works 
and labours of men, to the service of God 
and His glory ; — even the bells on the horses 
and the pots in the Lord's house shall be 
holiness to the Lord ; and all the forces (the 
riches) of the Gentiles shall come unto him 
(Zech. xiv. Isa. lx.) in the midst of his trials 
and tribulations; and in the end, the Pro- 
mised Land — life everlasting. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE REDEEMER IS TO BE VERY MAN : HAVING 
ALL DIVINE POWER ; HUMAN FLESH IS TO 

BE THE TABERNACLE OF GOD. AND THIS 

IN ORDER TO REDEEM HUMAN NATURE TO 
ITS PRIMITIVE PURITY AND INNOCENCE — TO 
THE DIVINE NATURE. 

In the third chapter we had revealed to us 
that God would become incarnate to redeem 
mankind ; in this we have further showed to 
us the actual nature of this incarnation. 

Ver. i. ' And Moses answered and 
said, But, behold, they will not believe 
me, nor hearken unto my voice : for 
they will say, The Lord hath not 
appeared unto thee.' 

To our apprehension and belief this must 
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seem impossible. Fallen man, in the bond- 
age and blindness of sin, cannot believe that 
God shall appear on earth. ' Behold/ says 
Moses, ' they will not believe me : for they 
will say, The Lord hath not appeared unto 
thee/ But this possibility and the manner 
is here shown and described. 

Vv. 2, 3, 4, 5. ' And the Lord said 
unto him, What is that in thine hand ? 
And he said, A rod. 

' And he said, Cast it on the ground. 
And he cast it on the ground, and it 
became a serpent ; and Moses fled 
from before it. 

* And the Lord said unto Moses, 
Put forth thine hand, and take it by 
the tail. And he put forth his hand, 
and caught it, and it became a rod in 
his hand : 

1 That they may believe that the 
Lord God of their fathers, the God 
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
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the God of Jacob, hath appeared unto 
thee/ 

In these verses it is signified that the 
Mediator's human nature shall be real ; that 
our hands shall handle the word of life 
(i John, i. i); that we shall hold the Divinity 
in our hands, and see Him, and eat with 
Him. But this portion of Him which we 
see and touch is only the lower part of 
Him, the nether part; the tail of the ser- 
pent — the hieroglyphic of eternity and divi- 
nity, — answering to the feet in other re- 
velations of the Lord {Dan. x. 6. Ezek. i. 7. 
Rev. i. 15 ; ii. 18) ; to His train (Isa. vi. 1); 
and to the wheels of the cherubic chariot 
{Ezek. i. 16, 18), which went upon the 
ground; but the top of their rings was so 
high that they reached up to heaven. The 
Mediator then seen and held by His lower 
human part, is as a rod in the hand, per- 
forming the ordinary works and functions of 
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a Aan, though miraculous in their power and 
effect. 

Vv. 6, 7, 8. 'And the Lord said 
furthermore unto him, Put now thine 
hand into thy bosom. And he put his 
hand into his bosom : and when he 
took it out, behold, his hand was 
leprous as snow. 

1 And he said, Put thine hand into 
thy bosom again. And he put his 
hand into his bosom again ; and plucked 
it out of his bosom ; and, behold, it was 
turned again as his other flesh. 

' And it shall come to pass, if they 
will not believe thee, neither hearken 
to the voice of the first sign, that they 
will believe the voice of the latter 
sign.' 

And this work of God upon earth is in 
order first to show mankind their sin, and 
then to cleanse men from their sins, and 
restore them to their primitive purity. Their 
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hand which is now leprous as snow, whose 
actions are all foul and filthy with sin, shall 
be restored to the flesh of a little child again, 
in its innocence and perfection. This shall be 
the work and sign of the Redeemers power : 
which, when it is accomplished, will constrain 
the belief and praise of mankind, and of the 
whole universe. 

Ver. 9. c And it shall come to pass, 
if they will not believe also these two 
signs, neither hearken unto thy voice, 
that thou shalt take of the water of the 
river, and pour it upon the dry land : 
and the water which thou takest out of 
the river shall become blood upon the 
dry land.' 

The third sign is by water and blood. 
After the baptism and purification by water, 
shall be exhibited the blood of the divine 
atoning sacrifice : which being poured upon 
the 'dry land/ — the Church, — shall take 
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away from it the curse; and then shall all 
the universe acclaim, ' Worthy is the Lamb 
that was slain.' 

These three verses, therefore (6, 7, 9), 
contain the three revelations — the Incarna- 
tion, the Forgiveness of Sins, and the Re- 
demption by Blood — in their first and 
fundamental representation : to be afterwards 
amplified in the Mosaic symbolism and cere- 
monial 

Vv. 10 to 1 7. * And Moses said 
unto the Lord, O my Lord, I am not 
eloquent, neither heretofore, nor since 
thou hast spoken unto thy servant : 
but I am slow of speech, and of a slow 
tongue. 

' And the Lord said unto him, Who 
hath made man's mouth? or who 
maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the see- 
ing, or the blind ? have not I the 
Lord? 

' Now therefore go, and I will be 

F 
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with thy mouth, and teach thee what 
thou shalt say. 

'And he said, O my Lord, send, I 
pray thee, by the hand of him whom 
thou wilt send. 

1 And the anger of the Lord was 
kindled against Moses, and he said, Is 
not Aaron the Levite thy brother ? I 
know that he can speak well. And 
also, behold, he cometh forth to meet 
thee : and when he seeth thee, he will 
be glad in his heart. 

' And thou shalt speak unto him, 
and put words in his mouth : and I 
will be with thy mouth, and with his 
mouth, and will teach you what ye 
shall do. 

'And he shall be thy spokesman 
unto the people : and he shall be, even 
he shall be to thee instead of a mouth, 
and thou shalt be to him instead of 
God. 

'And thou shalt take this rod in 
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thine hand, wherewith thou shalt do 
signs.' 

But with what language shall God speak 
to mankind ? ' No man hath seen God at 
any time/ ' Let not God speak with us, lest 
we die/ No human language can express, 
and no human ideas can represent and realise 
what eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither hath it entered into the heart of man 
to conceive. God, therefore, must speak to 
man in parable. God must speak to man in 
human language and words, which are but 
symbols of human ideas, and much more, 
parables of things divine. God must com- 
municate tp man by human action, and in the 
ordinary walks and habits of human nature, 
and works of love and mercy, — which are but 
parables of God's ways and attributes pa- 
ralleled in the walks and business of life- 
The Mediator must be a Prophet, one chosen 
out from among men — a brother, partaking 
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with us of our ways, and manners, and 
. thoughts, and interests ; but one, neverthe- 
less, and at the same time, with the sender : 
commissioned to receive of the things of 
God, and to show them unto men. He 
has a brotherly hand and filial love ; is 
united at once with, and a union between 
God and the people. Ver. 12. 'I will be 
with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou 
shalt say/ Ver. 14. 'Is not Aaron the 
Levite thy brother ? I know that he can 
speak well/ Ver. 15. ' And thou shalt speak 
unto him, and put words in his mouth : and 
I will be with thy mouth, and with his mouth, 
and will teach you what ye shall do/ Ver. 
16. ' And he shall be thy spokesman unto 
the people : and he shall be, even he shall 
be to thee instead of a mouth, and thou shalt 
be to him instead of God/ 

But that which is a savour of life to be- 
lievers, is a savour of death to the unbe- 
lievers. The cloud and presence of God 
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incarnate is light to those, but it is darkness 
to these. Ver. 30. ' And Aaron spake all 
the words which the Lord had spoken unto 
Moses, and did the signs in the sight of the 
people.' Ver. 31. 'And the people believed.' 
But (ver. 21) 'See that thou do all these 
wonders before Pharaoh : but I will harden 
his heart/ 

But redemption is by covenant. God 
has given His promise, and will fulfil it 
Jehovah is the God of Truth. The covenant 
is of grace, and God will bestow it freely, 
perfectly. But man must perform his part. 
He must circumcise his heart with faith and 
obedience; he must accept the covenant of 
blood — of life sacrificed. It must be Christ's 
death and life, not His own. God so loved 
the world that He gave His only-begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should 
have everlasting life. 

But Moses says (ver. 1 3), ' Send, I pray 
thee, by the hand of him whom thou wilt 
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send/ — that is, the Shiloh, — which is the 
word here twice used, — Skelak bead tishelah* 
— as it is also explained by the Evangelist, 
' Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, which is 
by interpretation, Sent.' The world was 
always looking for, and expecting the pro- 
mised One, the seed of the woman — the Son 
of man : — first, Eve, ' I have gotten the man ' 
(Gen. iv. i) ; next Lamech, * This same shall 
comfort us/ &c. ; ' And he called his name 
Noah ' — rest (Gen. v. 29) ; third, Abraham, 
Isaac, — when heoffered him at God's demand; 
fourth, David, Solomon, 4 Thy seed will I 
establish for ever/ ' Give the king thy 
judgments, O God, and thy righteousness 
unto the kings son/ &c. ' His name shall 
endure for ever : ' ' men shall be blessed in 
him •/ 'all nations shall call him blessed/ (Ps. 
lxxii.) Lastly, in Hezekiah and Josiah. 

But God works redemption in His own 
time, and in His own way. He will first do 
it by types and forerunners ; and so He will 
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educate the world up to it, in the last days ; 
and make ready a people prepared for the 
Lord Himself, in His Incarnation. 

Ver. 25, 26. ' Zipporah took a sharp 
stone, and cut off the foreskin of her son, 
and cast it at his feet, and said, Surely a 
bloody husband art thou to me. So he let 
him go : then she said, A bloody husband 
thou art, because of the circumcision/ 

This was Zipporah's first-born. Thus, 
God would save alive and redeem His 
first-born, Israel ; that is, His Israel by 
faith ; but he would slay Pharaoh's first-born, 
all the first-born of Egypt; that rs, all in 
unbelief. Ver. 22. 'Thou shalt say unto 
Pharaoh, Thus saith the Lord, Israel is my 
son, even my first-born/ Ver. 23. ' And I 
say unto thee, Let my son go that he may 
serve me : and if thou refuse to let him go, 
behold, I will slay thy son, even thy first- 
born.' 

This doctrine of blood, here first pro- 
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posed to Israel and to Pharaoh (vers, g, 21, 
30) for life or for death, and again enforced 
in Zipporah's first-born, is to be further de- 
veloped and exampled in the twelfth chapter, 
through the Passover. For all revelation is 
by successive steps, as men are able to re- 
ceive it. 
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CHAPTER V. 

WE MUST THROUGH MUCH TRIBULATION ENTER 
INTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD. 

Firstly. The service of the world and of 
sin is arduous and unsatisfying, and its require- 
ments are insatiable. Appetite grows by what 
it feeds on ; and every new gratification and 
indulgence cloys and palls upon the taste. 
We call more and more upon and serve our 
idols and false gods, for whose worship we 
are punished, till the service of the world and 
of sin becomes altogether agonising and in- 
tolerable. Then, at length, we return unto 
the Lord, and perforce we cry unto Him — as 
did the Israelites. — ' So when they cried unto 
the Lord in their trouble he delivered them 
out of their distress.' (Ps. cvii.) ' And when 
the children of Israel cried unto the Lord, 
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the Lord raised them up saviours/ {Judg. iii. 
9 ; ii. 1 6 ; Lev. xxvi. 40 ; 1 Kings, viii. 33, 38, 

47.) 

Secondly. Before Satan releases us from 
his fetters,. in the act of quitting his hold of 
us and possession of us, he tears us more vio- 
lently and agonizes us. Thus, when our Lord 
commanded the dumb and deaf spirit to come 
out of the possessed, the spirit cried and rent 
him sore ; and he was as one dead, insomuch 
that many said, He is dead. {Mark, ix. 26.) 
So the martyrdoms and persecutions of the 
Church, especially the Diocletian, were great- 
est before the greatest deliverances and tri- 
umphs. The same took place again recently 
in the martyrdoms of Madagascar, previous 
to the increased conversions and triumphant 
return of the missionaries. And in the neigh- 
bourhood of Lagos and Abeakoota, where 
they expelled the missionaries and Christians, 
and destroyed all their chapels and schools, 
and almost before it was accomplished sent 
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for them back, and begged to be allowed to 
rebuild their schools and chapels again for 
them. So, when, in the antitype of the 
Exodus, our Lord came to redeem the world, 
demoniacal possession was more violent and 
frequent than at all other periods. So, when 
the seed of the woman comes and bruises the 
serpent's head, Satan bruises his heel. 

Thirdly. When God has promised deli- 
verance and a blessing, then He postpones 
the fulfilment of it, and this often to the ut- 
most extremity, to exercise our patience and 
our faith. When promise was made to Abra- 
ham of a son by Sarah, the birth was deferred 
for twenty-five years, and till his extreme old 
age. David was brought into the utmost ex- 
tremity and embarrassment among the Philis- 
tines, and at Ziklag, when Saul's death placed 
him upon the long-promised throne ; and even 
then his seat in the entire government was 
not established perfectly for another seven 
years. Samaria was subject to the most 
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poignant pains of famine before Elisha's pro- 
phecy of deliverance and plenty was suddenly 
realized. The coming of the seed which was 
to bruise the serpent's head was promised at 
the beginning of time, and continually looked 
for, but not accomplished till after an expect- 
ation for 4000 years. 

Fourthly. The throwing off the yoke of 
the world, and the pleasures and allurements 
of sin, is a violent conflict The passage from 
the old into the new life is, as it were, a death- 
agony ; it is the endurance of travailing 
throes and pains of entrance into the new 
birth, — which were symbolized by the passage 
through the Red Sea in a stormy night, with 
a hasty and tumultuous flight, and the pass- 
age of Jordan which had overflowed its 
banks ; and these, again, are referred to and 
rehearsed in the submersion under, and emerg- 
ing from, the waters of baptism — representing 
the dying to sin. 

All these matters of doctrine and disci- 
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pline are signified in this chapter. But the 
last is more directly and forcibly repre- 
sented afterwards in the transactions of the 
Kxodus. 

First. The hard service of the world in 
the bondage of sin was before described in 
the first and second chapters : — ' And the 
new king said unto his people, Behold, the 
people of the children of Israel are more and 
mightier than we : Come on, let us deal 
wisely with them, lest they multiply, and it 
come to pass, when there falleth out any war, 
they join also to our enemies, and fight against 
us, and so get them up out of the land. There- 
fore they did set taskmasters over them, to 
afflict them with their burdens : And they 
built for Pharaoh treasure cities, Pithom and 
Raamses. But the more they afflicted them 
the more they multiplied and grew.' ' And 
they made their lives bitter with hard bond- 
age, in mortar, and in brick, and in all manner 
of services in the field : all their services 
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wherein they made them serve was with 
rigour. (Chap, i., w. 9, 10, 11, 12, 14.) 
'And the children of Israel sighed by rea- 
son of the bondage, and they cried ; and their 
cry came up unto God by reason of the bond- 
age/ (Chap, ii., v. 23.) 

Second. But now the bondage and anguish 
are increased, and the fetters drawn tighter by 
Satan, lest his victims should set themselves 
free, so soon as ever he sees that they have 
a hope of deliverance. 'And Moses and 
Aaron went in and told Pharaoh, Thus saith 
the Lord God of Israel, Let my people go 
that they may hold a feast unto me. And 
Pharaoh said, Who is the Lord, that I should 
obey his voice ? I know not the Lord.' ' And 
Pharaoh commanded the same day the task- 
masters of the people and their officers, say- 
ing, Ye shall no more give the people straw 
to make brick as heretofore : let them go and 
gather straw for themselves. And the tale 
of the bricks which they did make heretofore 
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ye shall lay upon them ; ye shall not diminish 
ought thereof. Let there be more work laid 
upon the men/ ' And the taskmasters hasted 
them, saying, Fulfil your works, your daily 
tasks, as when there was straw. And the 
officers of the children of Israel which Pha- 
raoh's taskmasters had set over them, were 
beaten, and demanded, Wherefore have ye 
not fulfilled your task ? And the officers of 
the children of Israel did see that they were 
in evil case, after it was said, Ye shall not min- 
ish ought from your bricks of your daily 
task/ 

Vv. i to 1 8. 'And afterward Moses 
and Aaron went in, and told Pharaoh, 
Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, 
Let my people go, that they may hold 
a feast unto me in the wilderness. 

1 And Pharaoh said, Who is the 
Lord, that I should obey his voice to 
let Israel go ? I know not the Lord, 
neither will I let Israel go. 
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'And they said, The God of the 
Hebrews hath met with us : let us go, 
we pray thee, three days' journey into 
the desert, and sacrifice unto the Lord 
our God ; lest he fall upon us with 
pestilence, or with the sword. 

'And the king of Egypt said unto 
them, Wherefore do ye, Moses and 
Aaron, let the people from their 
works ? Get you unto your burdens. 

' And Pharaoh said, Behold, the 
people of the land now are many, and 
ye make them rest from their burdens. 

' And Pharaoh commanded the same 
day the taskmasters of the people, and 
their officers, saying, 

4 Ye shall no more give the people 
straw to make brick as heretofore : let 
them go and gather straw for them- 
selves. 

'And the tale of the bricks, which 
they did make heretofore, ye shall lay 
upon them ; ye shall not diminish 
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ought thereof : for they be idle, there- 
fore they cry, saying, Let us go and 
sacrifice to our God, . 

' Let there more work be laid upon 
the men, that they may labour therein ; 
and let them not regard vain words. 

' And the taskmasters of the people 
went out, and their officers, and they 
spake to the people, saying, Thus saith , 
Pharaoh, I will not give you straw. 

' Go ye, get you straw where ye can 
find it : yet not ought of your work 
shall be diminished. 

' So the people were scattered abroad 
throughout all the land of Egypt to 
gather stubble instead of straw. 

'And the taskmasters hasted them, 
saying, Fulfil your works, your daily 
tasks, as when there was straw. 

' And the officers of the children of 
Israel which Pharaoh's taskmasters had 
set over them, were beaten, and de- 
manded, Wherefore have ye not 
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fulfilled your task in making brick both 
yesterday and to-day, as heretofore ? 

' Then the officers of the children of 
Israel came and cried unto Pharaoh, 
saying, Wherefore dealest thou thus 
with thy servants ? 

' There is no straw given unto thy 
servants, and they say to us, Make 
brick : and, behold, thy servants are 
beaten ; but the fault is in thine own 
people. 

' But he said, Ye are idle : ye are 
idle : therefore ye say, Let us go and 
do sacrifice to the Lord. 

1 Go therefore now and work ; for 
there shall no straw be given you, yet 
shall ye deliver the tale of bricks. 

Third. God's promised deliverance is de- 
ferred for trial, for patience, and for the con- 
firmation of faith. Religious instinct accepts 
the rule — Nee Deus intersit nisi digitus vin- 
dice nodus. 
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God had said (chap. iii. 7, 8, 10, 18), 
'Surely I have seen the affliction of my 
people : And I am come down to deliver 
them out of the hand of the Egyptians :' 
' Come now therefore, and I will send thee 
unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth 
my people.' 'And thou shalt come, thou 
and the elders of Israel unto the king 
of Egypt, and ye shall say unto him, 
The Lord God of the Hebrews hath 
met with us, and now let us go.' And 
(chap. iv. 21, 22, 23), 'And the Lord said 
unto Moses, See that thou do all those 
wonders before Pharaoh ; and thou shalt 
say unto Pharaoh, Thus saith the Lord, 
Israel is my son, even my first-born : and I 
I say unto thee, Let my son go/ Again 
(chap. iv. 31), 'The people believed/ — and 
and no doubt expected, as is the case in 
all human expectations, that the deliverance 
would be immediate. 

But this was so far from being the case 
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that, in this our chapter w. i, 2, when 'After- 
wards Moses and Aaron went in, and told 
Pharaoh, Thus saith the Lord God of 
Israel, Let my people go/ Pharaoh said, 
4 Who is the Lord, that I should let Israel 
go ? I know not the Lord, neither will I 
let Israel go/ And then Pharaoh com- 
manded, * Let more work be laid upon the 
men/ * And (w. 19, 20, 21, 22, 23) the officers 
of the children of Israel did see that they 
were in evil case/ ' And they met Moses and 
Aaron as they came forth from Pharaoh : And 
they said unto them, The Lord look upon 
you, and judge, because ye have made our 
savour to be abhorred in the eyes of Pharaoh, 
and in the eyes of his servants, to put a sword 
in their hand to slay us. And Moses re- 
turned unto the Lord, and said, Lord, where- 
fore hast thou so evil entreated this people ? 
Why is it that thou hast sent me ? For 
since I came to Pharaoh to speak in thy 
name he hath done (more) evil unto this 
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people ; neither hast thou delivered this 
people at all/ 

But God knew and had foretold His own 
dispensation of delay ; for He said (iii. 19, 20), 
* I am sure that the king of Egypt will not 
let you go/ — till I have wrought all my won- 
ders; and, again (iv. 21), 'I will harden his 
heart / in the same way as He had foretold to 
Abraham, after giving him the promise of 
the land, 'They shall afflict thy children four 
hundred years/ 

And there is another great doctrine fore- 
shadowed and prefigured in this chapter, 
namely, what the nature is of the condition 
and liberty to which we are to be redeemed, 
and brought out of bondage. It is of the 
first necessity that this should be understood. 
It is not a liberty to sin and self-indulgence. 
We may not continue in sin that grace may 
abound. Rom. vi. 17, 22. 'Ye were the 
servants of sin;' 'but now ye are become 
servants to God/ To the adopting the 
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saving grace of the Gospel, it is necessary 
to embrace the holiness of Christ There 
is no middle course, or double-mindedness, 
in the service of God and Mammon. We 
must renounce the world, the flesh, and the 
devil ; the lust of the flesh, the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life. To hold a feast 
unto the Lord we must go into the wilder- 
ness. ' Let my people go that they may hold 
a feast unto me in the wilderness' (ver. i). 
We must not only go into the wilderness, 
renouncing the world — we must go three days 
journey into the desert, renouncing and sepa- 
rating ourselves from it altogether. l Let us 
go, we pray thee, three days' journey into the 
desert, that we may sacrifice to the Lord our 
God.' This is the meaning of the three days' 
journey ; it is the separating ourselves from 
the world entirely. The same principle 
is exhibited and enforced at Chap. viii. 
vv. 25-28, where Pharaoh, typifying Satan 
and the world, says to Moses and Aaron, 
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* Go ye, sacrifice to your God in the 
land' And, again, ' Only, ye shall not go 
very far away/ This represents the way 
in which the devil tempts and persuades 
us to compromise with the world. And 
Moses gives the answer which alone must 
be given by the faithful and earnest Christ- 
ian, i It is not meet so to do ; for we shall 
sacrifice the abomination of the Egyptians to 
the Lord our God.' We cannot compromise 
with the world without in the end worshipping 
its, idols and abominations. 

Thus there are exhibited, in this one chap- 
ter, in type, in precept, and experience, the 
end and the method and conditions of the ful- 
filment of God's promises in the work of sal- 
vation; and also the abject and desperate 
condition from which we are saved. 

First. It shows that the bondage and 
service of sin is insufferable, and ever in- 
creasing ; and that its ways and end are un- 
satisfying. 
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Secondly. That Satan torments and ago- 
nizes us more grievously, and increases his 
tyranny before he lets go his hold of us. 

Thirdly. That God leaves us in, and con- 
ducts us through this delay, in order that His 
arm and operation may be seen in the end ; 
and to confirm our faith. 

Fourthly. That the last conflict is a fiery 
trial which we must pass through, to strengthen 
us in patience, experience, and hope; and con- 
firm us in the love of God. (i Pet. iv. 12, 13.) 

Fifthly, and sixthly, and lastly, though 
first in order in the chapter, that the redemp- 
tion is not to ease, and indulgence, and sloth- 
fulness, but to the service of God. 

And that this dedication must be entire 
and absolute — three days, into the very heart 
of the wilderness; for there is nothing in 
common between the service of God and of 
the world ; therefore, let everyone that in- 
tends to build up in his own heart the temple 
and city of God, count the cost 
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All these principles in God's government 
of man's heart must be known and felt before 
He will rise up finally and set His hand to the 
work of redemption, and say, as in the be- 
ginning of the next chapter, ' Now shalt thou 
see what I will do to Pharaoh.' 

There is a Jewish proverb, 'When the 
tale of bricks is doubled then comes Moses.' 
It would have better said, ' Then comes God.' 
1 Man's extremity is God's opportunity.' The 
last words of the chapter express this ex- 
tremity, when the people, the elders, Aaron 
and Moses, all say in very anguish, ' Pha- 
raoh does more and more evil unto this people; 
neither hast thou delivered this people at 
all' 
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CHAPTER VI. 

THE NAME JEHOVAH. 

This chapter opens with a sentence ar- 
resting all attention and expectation, and an- 
nouncing this to be a cardinal point and period 
in God's revelation and work : i Now shalt 
thou see what I will do to Pharaoh.' Here, 
at the next verse, according to the Jewish di- 
vision, begins the second section of the book 
of Exodus. And here, after all the prepara- 
ratory symbolizing and significant acts and 
instructions of the previous chapters, God at 
length unfolds more clearly His purpose of 
redemption, wrought out in type and prelude 
in the deliverance of the Israelites from their 
Egyptian bondage. 

God begins by declaring to them and to us 
His name — Jehovah. 
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Now it seems very strange and unmeaning 
at first, that God should say, ' By my name 
" Jehovah," was I not known to them,' when 
we have had before 'Jehovah-jireh/ 'Jeho- 
vah-nissi/ and Jehovah-shalom/ and 'Jehovah- 
God ' (Lord-God), is found thirteen times in 
the 2nd and 3rd chapters of Genesis, and 
in a multitude of other places. But the 
meaning of ' By my name Jehovah was 
I not known to them/ may very soon be 
made clear, when the words are properly 
considered. 

In Oriental language, * Name/ especially 
the name of God, means much more than a 
mere appellation.* It means the expression 
of Gods whole character, attributes, opera- 
tions, relations, &c. For example, in the 1st 
Hebrews, where it is said (ver. 4) He, Christ, 
hath attained a more excellent ' name ' than 
they (the angels), St. Paul goes on to describe 

* See my Interpretation of Scripture, Book VIII. , 
Art 9. 
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this name, by saying (ver. 5), ' Unto which 
of the angels said he at any time, Thou art 
my Son ? ' and, ' I will be to him a Father :' 
therefore it expresses the relation of Sonship. 
Then, again (ver. 6), 'He saith, Let all the 
angels of God worship him.' Therefore it 
expresses His divinity. Then (ver. 8), 'Thy 
throne, O God, is for ever and ever :' so, not 
only His regal authority, but the eternity of 
it is signified. And (ver. 8, 9), * A sceptre of 
righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom : 
thou hast loved righteousness/ &c. There- 
fore the justice of His judgment, and His ho- 
liness are described by it. Afterwards (ver. 10), 
' Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the 
foundation of the earth, and the heavens : ' so, 
His name is also that of Creator. And lastly, 
God says to Jesus, ' Sit thou on my right 
hand/ So that in naming Jesus by the name 
of Christ, God named and placed Him as His 
assessor and fellow - Creator, and endowed 
Him with all these attributes and offices. 
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which His ' name ' is thus explained to ac- 
knowledge and express. 

Therefore, the ' Name of the Lord ' is 
Christ, in all His operations, and offices, and 
attributes. It often means the expressed 
image of God, His character and work, in the 
person and incarnation of the Son. And this 
is what the Psalmist expresses when he says, 
4 They that know thy " name " will put their 
trust in thee ;' and ' Our help standeth in the 
" Name " of the Lord' (Ps. ix. 10, cxxiv. 7); 
and we pray the same in petitioning, * Hal- 
lowed be thy " Name " ' {Luke, xi. 2) ; on 
which expression Neander makes this com- 
ment, 'In Hebrew and Hellenistic usage, the 
name expresses the outward self-revelation of 
a thing — the image of the thing as such, or 
in some defined relation. Where the Occi- 
dentalist would use " the idea? the Oriental- 
ist, in his vividly intuitive language, puts " the 
name? ' So God says to Moses, ' I know 
thee by " name ? ' that is, thy whole inmost 
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soul and character. {Exod. xxxiii. 12.) And 
{LukeX 35) ' Therefore that holy Thing which 
shall be born of thee shall be " called " i.e. will 
be) the Son of God.' 

And in like manner, as in Hebrews, St 
Paul, in the nine succeeding verses, explains 
and illustrates the 'more excellent Name/ 
which he says God had ascribed to Christ 
in the 4th verse, so here, in our chapter, in 
the five verses (4 to 8), God illustrates and 
amplifies the name which He had ascribed to 
Himself in the 3rd verse : ' By my name Je- 
hovah was I not known to them.' For this, 
He says, is the force and operation of this 
name : — ver. 4, ' I have established my cove- 
nant with them, to give them the land of 
Canaan, wherein they were strangers :' — ver. 
5, ' I have heard the groaning of the child- 
ren of Israel, and remembered my covenant :' 
— ver. 6, ' Wherefore say unto them, I Jeho- 
vah will bring you out from under the burdens 
of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out of 
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their bondage, and I will redeem you with a 
stretched-out arm, and faith great judgments :' 
— ver. 7, ' And I will take you to me for a 
people, and I will be to you a God ; and ye 
shall know that I am Jehovah your God, 
which bringeth you out from under the bur- 
dens of the Egyptians :' — ver. 8, ' And I will 
bring you into the land concerning the which 
I did swear to give it to Abraham, to Isaac, 
and to Jacob ; and I will give it to you for a 
heritage. I Jehovah.' All these God illus- 
trates and declares are the offices, the opera- 
tions, and attributes of Jehovah the God of 
Israel ; which characterise and constitute His 
1 Name,' and title, His being, office, and cha- 
racter. 

Jehovah, then, is God the Mediator : God 
revealing Himself to mankind; and entering 
into communication with them for creation, 
for preservation, and all the blessings of this 
life; and, above all, for redemption ; for the 
re-creation and regeneration, and the fulfil- 
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ment of this His covenant. This covenant 
was first made with man when He said, 'The 
seed of the woman shall break the serpent's 
head/ It was again renewed to Abraham, 
and through him to mankind when He said, 
' In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth 
be blessed.' 

' No man hath seen God at any time/ 
'Ye have neither heard His voice at any 
time, nor seen His shape/ ' The only be- 
gotten Son/ the Mediator, ' He (alone) hath 
declared Him/ He hath no place, or form, 
or parts, or passions, that can be palpable or 
appreciable. Being equally in every atom of 
the universe, and before all atoms, He can- 
not be perceived or conceived. To Him no 
eye, nor ear, nor understanding, nor thought, 
nor imagination, can attain. Such a Being 
can come into communication and action 
with mankind or with the universe, only by 
His expressed image and Person, the Son: 
'by whom also He made the worlds:' by 
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whom and in whom is operation. This Person 
is Jehovah. 

Accordingly, in the Almighty work of 
creation {Gen. i.), God only is named. — ' The 
Lord God' — 'Jehovah' God, is first named 
when He enters into terms with Adam, and 
says, ' Of the tree which is the midst of the 
garden thou shalt not eat/ And here, in 
Exodus, the third chapter, He declares only 
His name * I am/ But now, in entering again 
upon His mediatorial office and covenant, 
He declares His personal name, Jehovah. 
He had been known and feared by mankind 
and the Hebrews as God Almighty, in 
creation and destruction, — in the flood, and 
in the Tower of Babel, and in the punishment 
of Sodom and Gomorrah ; but even in these 
it was ' the Lord ' (Jehovah) that ' rained fire 
from the Lord out of heaven/ and was the 
agent and the instrument. 

The Jews, much less the heathen, knew 
no distinction between God Almighty and 

H 
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Jehovah. The name Jehovah had been 
familiar to them for generations, but they 
supposed Him to be the highest of all ; they 
had heard of, or known, or conceived no 
difference between the invisible and the 
visible, the incomprehensible and the incar- 
nate. When Jehovah said to them that He 
would be the Lord of the whole earth, they 
supposed only that their tutelar God was to 
be the universal ruler, and prevail over all 
other tutelar gods. But now a higher and 
more awful, and more distinguishing doctrine 
is disclosed. In the third chapter, God 
Almighty, the invisible, unapproachable, in- 
comprehensible ' I am,' declares Himself ; 
before whom Moses fell prostrate and over- 
whelmed, and hid his face, ' for he was afraid 
to look upon God/ But here ' Jehovah,' the 
mediatorial, the merciful, the fulfiller of the 
covenant of blessing and redemption, com- 
municating and conversing with men in the 
flesh, and in process of time to become 
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incarnate, is made known to His people as 
come down among them to redeem them, 
and in them and through them, in type and 
earnest, foretelling and fore - enacting His 
actual incarnation, when He shall be heard, 
and seen, and handled, — the true present 
Word of life, — for the redemption of His 
elect and of the whole race of mankind. 

In this sense, Jehovah had not been 
made known to the Israelites any more than 
to the rest of men, although the word itself 
was familiar to them ; for ' known ' means 
' made known/ — experimentally made known : 
having, like most words in Hebrew of 
religious import, a practical signification ; 
and, like the word ' name ' explained above, 
much more than the abstract philosophic 
sense which it bears in occidental language. 
Henceforth the mediatorial, the personal 
God, — called in religious phrase, ' the word 
of God/ ' the angel of God/ ' the arm of the 
Lord/ — having eyes, ears, feet to tread upon 
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the earth, — with parts, passions, friendships, 
feelings, and sympathies with men, whose 
1 delights were with the sons of men/ — in 
sight, sense, hearing, feeling, all the walks 
and occupations of human life, was to be 
made known to and experienced of in the 
world, and first, for this present time, especi- 
ally to the Israelites. An entirely new era 
and dispensation therefore opens itself in this 
chapter. The cherubims were established 
at the gate as the symbolical representation ; 
but as yet there is little knowledge or par- 
ticular description of them. 

At ver. 12, it is said that Moses shrunk 
from and declined the commission which 
God gave him, — having spoken both to 
Pharaoh and the children of Israel, who 
hearkened not to him (ver. 9, 12; chap. 
v. 2), — and said he was of uncircumcised 
lips. And again he repeats the same back- 
wardness (ver. 30), ' And Moses said before 
the Lord (to the Lord's face, resisting Him), 
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saying, Behold, I am of uncircumcised lips, 
and how shall Pharaoh hearken unto me ? ' 

The repetition of a phrase shows it to be 
important and prophetic, as has been already 
observed. Man's ability and strength can do 
nothing whatever in the work of redemption ; 
the whole power is of God. God makes use 
of men as His instruments ; but it is with the 
weakness of His instruments that He works, 
that the greatness of His own power may be 
made known. This He declared in Gideons 
fleece, and in the three hundred who lapped 
with their hands, who brake their pitchers 
and let the divinity in humanity shin£ out 
of the earthly clay, and stood still, and cried 
only, ' The sword of the Lord/ This was 
shown in St. Paul, who rejoiced in his weak- 
ness, and said, ' I glory in my infirmities/ for 
' when I am weak then am I strong / ' I can 
do all things through Christ that strength- 
ened! me/ So now God said (chap. iv. 
12, 17), 'I will be with thy mouth/ and 
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' Take this rod (which is Christ) in thine 
hand/ Therefore we would fain 'do some 
great thing ' to work out our redemption ; but 
the prophet of God says, ' Wash and be 
clean/ 

This is the doctrine which God teaches 
with 'a still small voice/ and which Moses 
preaches to us with his ' uncircumcised lips/ 
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CHAPTERS VII., VIII., IX., X., XL 

god's ten plagues upon the enemies of his 
elect church. 

I do not propose at this time to discuss the 
several plagues of Egypt, and to apply them 
separately and particularly in their doctrinal 
and typical adaptation. Such an exposition 
would be infinitely interesting and important. 
But it might be lengthened out into a whole 
treatise, and it would interrupt and overlay 
the condensed outline of the general scheme 
of redemption, as it is typically taught in the 
first twenty chapters of Exodus, and which it 
is the object of this brief analysis to exhibit 
and inculcate. 

Yet the plagues of Egypt are intended 
to # subserve a very important prophetical 
purpose, being typically predictive and de- 
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scriptive of the dire and distinctive judg- 
ments which have fallen, and are still to fall, 
and are falling upon unbelief, and idolatrous 
and pagan religion in past times, and at this 
time. 

They depict the agonizing conflicts and 
victorious battlings of Christ and true religion 
with the devil and his false religions in suc- 
cessive forms and seasons — at our Lord's 
coming and crucifixion ; at the destruction of 
the Jewish nation; at the putting down of 
the Popish apostasy, and the Babylonish 
system of religion in the Christendom of this 
present timfe. Their application to present 
principles and events is the most important to 
ourselves ; but an observance of their use and 
application on the former occasions may be 
eminently instructive and impressive. It 
being to be noted and observed that no 
prophecy or type is twice fulfilled by an 
exactly similar antitypical application. 

And first, in regard to the judgments 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Chaps. VII.-XL 105 

named in the Revelations, which apply to 
Christendom, and the Christendom of our 
own times ; who can fail to recognise the 
constant repetition of the thunders (Rev. vi. 
1 ; x. 3; xiv. 2; xvi. 18), the fires from 
heaven (chap. viii. 5, 7, 8; xiii. 13; xvi. 8; 
xx. 9) ; the hail (viii. 7 ; xi. 19 ; xvi. 21) ; the 
noisome sore (xvi. 2) ; the pestilence (vi. 8) ; 
the frogs entering into the peoples houses 
and into the king s chambers (xvi. 1 3) ; the 
locusts (ix. 3) ; the darkness (vi. 1 2 ; viii. 
1 2) ; the green things burnt up (viii. 7) ; 
and all plagues (xi. 6, 10) ; the distinction 
between the true Israelites and the idolatrous 
religionists (xv. 2) ;• the sea turning into 
blood (viii. 8 ; xvi. 3) (the Nile was anciently 
called the ocean) ; and the fish dying in the 
sea (viii. 9) — Christian life becoming extinct 
in the Gentile nations, which we are, and 
which are always in prophecy called the 
sea (that is, in Gentile Christendom); and 
the waters (that is, the priesthood, to which 
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we should come for the water of life) made 
putrid and to stink, so that men loathe to 
drink of the water of the river ; and men dig 
round about the river — in theories of religion, 
and schisms, and heresies, and speculations, 
and denominations — for water of life and the 
spirit to drink, for they loathe to drink of the 
water of the river. 

How clearly the second, third, and fourth 
seals (Rev. vi. 1-8) renew the four sore 
judgments of God — the sword, the famine, 
and the pestilence, and the beasts of the 
earth, so constantly rehearsed by the former 
prophets. The fifth (vv. 9-1 1) again exem- 
plifies the delay of God's judgment after 
the promise of redemption, and of the bring- 
ing in of His people, till the iniquities 
of the apostate nations are at the full, en- 
joining the saints to rest and endure for a 
little while longer till their fellow-servants 
and brethren should be killed : as the tasks 
and burdens were made heavier upon the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Chaps. VII.-XI. 107 

children of Israel after their deliverance 
seemed close at hand. And then the sixth 
seal (w. 12-17) brings darkness and utmost 
terror and destruction, and the casting down 
of all the pagan potentates from their firma- 
ment of glory, and dominion, and persecution. 

The whole of Revelations seems to be an 
application of the plagues of Egypt, and other 
plagues of Scripture, to the punishment of 
false religions, first in pagan Rome — as in the 
seals above mentioned — and secondly, to the 
judgments upon apostasy and heathenism in 
Christian Rome, or Roman Christianity ; and 
generally on the Gentile Christianity in past 
and the present generations. 

In the seven trumpets there are, in the 
first, the ' hail, and the fire, and the thunder' 
of the trumpet, and the ' blood/ and the de- 
stroying the green grass and the trees. {Rev. 
viii. 7. Exod. ix. 23-25 ; vii. 17-20.) 

In the second trumpet {Rev. viii. 8) there 
are the ' fire* and the ' blood' again, and the 
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dying of the creatures which had life in the 
sea. (Exod. vii. 18.) In the third trumpet 
{Rev. viii. 9-1 1) there are the waters made 
wormwood, and death from the poisoning of 
the waters. (Exod. vii. 21.) In the fourth 
trumpet (Rev. viii. 1 2) there is the darkness 
(Exod. x. 21-23), the sun, moon, and stars 
being smitten. In the fifth trumpet (Rev. ix. 
1- 11), there is darkness again, and there are 
the 'locusts;' not hurting the * grass/ and 
the ' green thing,' and the ' trees,' which had 
been visited before, but that which was left 
incorrigible and obdurate. (Exod. x. 5, 15.) 
And here there is a separation between the 
' grass and the green thing,' and those men 
which have not the seal of God, as between 
the children of Israel and the Egyptians. 
(Exod. viii. 22, 23 ; ix. 4, 6, 7, 26 ; xi. 7.) 

And the locusts were driven away from 
Egypt by ' a mighty strong west wind.' It 
has sometimes been objected that if the 
locusts of Revelations were the Saracens, it 
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is extraordinary that no mention should have 
been made of the Crusades. Type and anti- 
type in prophecy must be read together, to 
assist and illustrate each other. Does not 
the * mighty strong west wind' exactly repre- 
sent, and almost designate the Crusades, by 
which, with subsequent victories of western 
kings at Tours, and Chalons, and Ronces- 
valles, and Prague, and by Ferdinand and 
Isabella in Spain, the tide of Saracen con- 
quests was turned back, so that ' there re- 
mained not one locust in all the coasts of 
Gentile Christendom/ (Exod. x. 19.) 

In the sixth trumpet {Rev. ix. 14-19) we 
have ' fire' again ; but, more than that, we have 
fire, and smoke, and brimstone, and heads of 
horses and of lions, and the heads and tails of 
serpents, and all those horrors and portents, 
and terrible sights and alarms with which the 
Egyptians are supposed and recorded to have 
been visited during that horrible darkness of 
three days which preceded their final punish- 
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ment in the death of their first-born. ( Wisdom, 
xvii. 3, 6, 9, 15, 19.) 

These were the plagues and judgments 
upon Pharaoh and the heathen world ; and 
the trumpets too were warnings and punish- 
ments upon the dark half- heathen ages of 
Christendom. But now the plague of dark- 
ness is passing away ; we all alike profess to 
have light in our dwellings. The seven vials 
maybe are now being poured out upon the 
house of God, enlightened by science and art, 
and worldly wisdom and power and preten- 
sion ; but still only a Gentilo - Christian 
church, a heathen and apostate form of 
wisdom and Christianity. 

It seems an enormity to suggest that the 
religion of Europe is more than half heathen, 
since we all profess the religion of Christ, 
and we call ourselves Christendom. But 
where are the peace and practices of Christ- 
ianity among us, in our motives, and lives, 
and institutions ? We preach peace, and 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



' Chaps. VII.-XL in 

there is a Peace Society, but wars are as rife 
and destructive as ever among us. We have 
philanthropic societies and benevolent cha- 
rities, but the world is as ambitious, and vain, 
and avaricious, and false, as it was in heathen 
times. One would have said of Pharaoh that 
he believed in God, when he called for Moses 
repeatedly, and said, ' Intreat the Lord :' ' I 
have sinned this time : the Lord is righteous, 
and I and my people are wicked/ But his 
heart was more and more hardened. One 
would have thought that Pharaoh and Abi- 
melech were converted to the true God when 
they had warning dreams from heaven, and 
asked for Abraham's prayers, and loaded him 
and Isaac with presents, and gave Sarah 
iooo pieces of silver. But they remained 
heathens still. 

In the first vial {Rev. xvi. 2), there is the 
'noisome and grievous sore upon the men 
which had the mark of the beast, and wor- 
shipped his image/ answering to the boils 
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and blains of Exod. ix. 9, 11, — which well de- 
scribes the state of all Roman Catholic king- 
doms, irritated and fretted with political 
distraction and discontent previous to the 
French Revolution, and up to this time ; 
and finally, and till this last moment, in 
Rome and the patrimony of St. Peter, 
the boils being upon the magicians them- 
selves, upon the Roman people and the 
priesthood. 

In the second vial {Rev. xvi. 3), which is 
poured out upon the sea (of nations), this sea 
has become 'as the blood of a dead man, and 
every living soul has died in the sea/ as 
Exod. vii. 17, 18, — which exquisitely describes 
the infidelity which pervaded Europe at that 
time, and those in whom the life of religion 
became extinct, while all the time they pro- 
fessed they had within them the living prin- 
ciple of Christianity. And of this plague of 
blood as of a dead man, of this death in the 
sea of Gentile Christendom, seven days are 
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fulfilled (Exod. vii. 25) ; it is not yet ended ; 
it is permanent 

The third vial is poured out upon the 
rivers and fountains of waters (Rev. xvi. 4-7), 
and they became blood, — which describes the 
persecution and expulsion of the priests in 
France at the Revolution, and up to this time 
in other countries, because ' they have shed 
the blood of saints and prophets/ in, punish- 
ment for which they have had ' blood given 
them to drink/ And ' the angel of the waters ' 
(of baptism), and a voice ' out of the altar ' 
(of atonement), have cried out against them, 
because they have perverted and misem- 
ployed the two sacraments. (Rev. xvi. 5, 7.) 

In the fourth vial (Rev. xvi, 8, 9), men 
have been scorched with fire by the imperial 
power and destroying wars ; and they have 
blasphemed all the more by imposing new 
articles of faith of immaculateness on a mortal 
woman, and divinity of wisdom in a fallible 
man, and they have not 'repented to give 

1 
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Him glory/ who is the only risen and exalted 
Mediator, who ' has power over these plagues.' 

The sixth angel has poured his vial out 
upon the seat of the beast, and his kingdom 
has become full of darkness, and they have 
gnawed their tongues for pain. (Rev. xvi. 10, 
ii.) So Pharaoh entreated to be delivered 
from the plague of frogs (Exod. viii. 8), and 
from the plague of flies (viii. 28), and the 
boil was upon the magicians (ix. 11), and 
against the mighty thunderings and hail (ix. 
28), and against the locusts (x. 17) ; and God 
multiplied His signs and wonders (vii. 3), 
and yet Pharaoh would not hearken. So 
the Roman College, the priests^ and the 
Papacy, have 'blasphemed the God of 
heaven, because of their pains and their 
sores, and repented not of their deeds.' 

The sixth vial (Rev. xvi. 12-16) seems in 
the drying up of the Euphrates to be anti- 
typical of the dividing of the Red Sea, which 
must be looked upon as the last and greatest 
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of Egypt's plagues ; and it seems separated 
from the rest, as the Turkish Empire is se- 
parated from the proper nations* of European 
Christendom. Other prophecies also speak 
of the dividing of the tongue of the Egyptian 
sea, and of the river, and of the passage of 
the people of God through them dry-shod, to 
enter into their inheritance. {Jsa. xi. 15, 16.) 
' Sebastopol' turned into • the Hebrew tongue' 
is • Armageddon.'* The babbling and lying 
diplomacy of the three powers (the northern 
dragon, the Franco- Papal beast, and the Ma- 
hommedan false prophet) contending with 
devilish pretences of religion for the key of 
the Holy Sepulchre, which brought about that 
gathering, is not an inapt antitype of the frogs 
which went up into the king's chambers, and 
upon their servants, and upon the people, and 
into all their instruments for food and mutual 

* 2£/3a*70c-7ro\ic. I.59 meged, is ere/burros, sebastos : 
IV ar ; is ttoXic, polis. Only the Greek termination ' on' 
is added. 
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dealing (Exocl. viii. 2-6) ; and the Jesuits and 
priests, and papal magicians, were chief 
agents in. doing so with their enchantments 
(ver. 7). 

But the great battle (war) of God Al- 
mighty was not this, but is only foretasted 
and heralded in by it. The war and battle 
of the great day is brought on by the pouring 
out of the seventh vial. {Rev. xvi. 17-21.) 
This is poured out into the air, as Moses 
took handfuls of ashes of the furnace and 
sprinkled them towards heaven, that is, into 
the air, which produced the blains and boils ; 
and he must be considered to have done the 
same with the dust of the land, which brought 
forth lice, and when he brought forth swarms 
of flies. (Exocl. ix. 8 ; viii. 17, 21, 24.) All 
these three must be rehearsed together, and 
considered to be the prototypes of the pour- 
ing out of the seventh vial by the angel into 
the air. And this seems aptly to signify the 
variety, and novelty, and confusion of both 
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religious and political opinions, with which 
the atmosphere of thought, and action, and 
speculation, in religion, philosophy, and social 
science is filled, and disturbed, and dazzled, 
and darkened, as by innumerable swarms of 
flies clustering and buzzing in every ones eyes, 
and ears, and senses, and imaginations. It 
cannot but forcibly call to our minds Spencers 
description of the Chamber of Fancy : — 

' And all the chamber filled was with flies, 
Which buzzed all about, and made such sound 
That they encumbered all men's ears and eyes, 
Like many swarms of bees assembled round, 
After their hives with honey do abound ; 
All these were idle thoughts and fantasies, 
Devices, dreams, opinions unsound, 
Shows, visions, soothsays, and prophesies, 
And all that feigned is, as leasings, tales and lies.' 

Surely the whole world is busied now in 
hearing and seeing some new thing, in phi- 
losophy, and science, and contrivance, and 
polity. 

Lastly, the typical warning is given that 
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the Lords coming will be at midnight : 

* About midnight I will go out into the midst 

of Egypt.' (Exod. xi. 4.) ' At midnight there 

was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom 

cometh/ (Matt. xxv. 6.) And 'while the 

bridegroom tarried they all slumbered and 

slept' (ver. 5). ^ Behold I come as a thief. 

Blessed is he that watcheth' {Rev. xvi.. 15), 

which is the warning here given in the sixth 

vial immediately before the pouring of the 

seventh ; the vial in which we now are. 

There are more applications that may be 

made, especially of the magicians doing the 

like with their enchantments, and of the 

children of Israel having favour with the 

Egyptians, and borrowing of them jewels of 

silver and gold, and raiment. 

There never was a time when there was 
1 

so much reason and call to study and com- 
pare the plagues of Egypt with the signs of 
the times ; but this outline must suffice at this 
time. We must now address ourselves to the 
great, and greatest of types, the Passover. 
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CHAPTER XIL 



THE CRUCIFIXION. 



This is the grand and prominent chapter of 
Christian doctrine set forth typically in Ex- 
odus. It may well be called the gospel 
according to Moses ; but it especially repre- 
sents the doctrine and circumstances of the 
crucifixion and the atonement by blood, that is, 
by the death of the Redeemer. Many sermons 
have been founded upon the types of this 
chapter, and much exposition has been be- 
stowed upon it, and in general the applica- 
tions are so obvious and easily recognised 
that further comment might seem a work of 
supererogation. But every precept and de- 
scription is so pregnant, and the topics of 
instruction are so many, and they must 
operate with so much more force and effect, 
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and be so confirmatory of God's purpose and 
work, from being brought together into one 
comprehension and presentation, that a short 
notice of each of them may be impressive 
and effectual. It would also be very inap- 
propriate to omit this chapter from the con- 
secutive comment upon the successive events 
and ordinances of the Exodus which I have 
entered upon. 

After all, the analysis and enumeration 
must remain incomplete, and some less appa- 
rent and more particular applications may be 
hereafter discerned, as the full force of the 
dispensation of the redemption is more and 
more perfecdy appreciated. 

We will endeavour to enumerate the prin- 
cipal items of doctrinal enforcement in order 
and detail ; and it will be seen to be a com- 
prehensive and marvellous compendium of 
prophecy and precept* 

* Cornelius kLapide enumerates twenty-four analogies 
between Christ and the Paschal Lamb. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Chap. XII 121 

Ver. i. 'And the Lord spake unto Moses 
and Aaron in the land of Egypt' ' In the land 
of Egypt' The first meaning of this is, that 
this was no after institution and memorial of 
the past event, invented and thought of some 
time after the transaction, contrived and or- 
dained by the policy and purpose of man, to 
keep in memory the transactions of the 
Exodus and redemption from the bondage of 
Egypt : such as all other commemorations and 
customs have been which are of human in- 
vention. This the Scripture record here 
teaches us was quite otherwise than all such 
human institutions. It states expressly that 
this memorial ceremony was, unlike all those, 
ordained and established, not after, but before 
the event which it was provided to comme- 
morate; and that therefore it* was prophetic, 
and evidenced the foreknowledge and fore- 
intention, as it also did the power and agency 
of God in the Exodus itself, as well as in the 
commemoration of it This is the first em- 
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phatic teaching of the expression here applied, 
* In the land of Egypt' 

Typically it signifies that Christ and His 
death were fore-ordained, for the redemption 
of man from Satan's service, while he was 
yet in the bondage of sin ; and that it was no 
natural event growing out of the progress of 
the world, and its advance in knowledge, 
philosophy, and morals, as the philosophers 
would reason and theorise — that Christ was 
prepared to be a Saviour and sacrifice from 
the foundation of the world. 

But this doctrine is more expressly typi- 
fied in the next verses of the chapter. 

Ver. 2. * This month shall be unto you 
the beginning of months : it shall be the first 
month of the year to you/ 

This signifies the new age of the world, 
the new era, the Christian era, — in which 
the world was, as it were, to be born 
anew and be begun again; to run a new 
course m of life : from infancy to maturity 
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and age: to new purposes, and upon new 
principles. 

It was a changed day for a special pur- 
pose — for religious purposes only ; it was the 
beginning of the religious year, while the 
civil year remained the same as it was before. 
Therefore it was by religion, and in a reli- 
gious sense, that the era was to be changed 
— the civil, the philosophical, the political 
world remaining, as it ever had been, distinct 
and opposite, and antagonistic to religious 
wisdom, as the two equinoxes are opposite 
one to another. 

Ver. 3. ' Speak ye unto all the congre- 
gation of Israel, saying, In the tenth day 
of this month they shall take to them 
every man a lamb/ Ver. 6. ' And ye shall 
keep it up until the fourteenth day of the 
same month.' 

As the lamb was to be slain on the four- 
teenth day, it was kept up four days from the 
tenth. This answers to the 4000 years of 
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the world, after which Christ was to be cru- 
cified for us ; and this command, given on 
the first day of the month, answers to the 
expression, that He ' was fore-ordained before 
the foundation of the world' (i Pet. i. 20); 
that is, He was the seed of the woman pro- 
mised and designated at the fall, at the very 
beginning, who should bruise the Serpent's 
head — 'before the foundation' is idiomatically 
the same as 'from the foundation of the 
world.' (Rev. xiii. 8.) 

The Messiah was kept up and reserved in 
store during the 4000 years, ready to offer 
Himself, and to be offered, so soon as the 
expectation and preparation of mankind was 
complete ; but it was not complete. Neither 
the wickedness and self-conviction of man's 
inability to recover himself were complete, 
nor the teaching and fitness of a people pre- 
pared for the Lord were complete before 
these 4000 years were expired, otherwise the 
Messiah might have come at any former time, 
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as He had at all times been expected by the 
Jews, and by the heathen nations. And it is 
said, ' to the fourteenth/ not to the fourth day, 
counting from the beginning of the month, 
to show that it signified that Christ was 
ordained and kept in preparation from the 
very beginning, to be revealed in his 
time. 

He was expected by Eve in Cain, and 
claimed by Cain to be himself. He was ex- 
pected in Noah. He was expected in Isaac. 
And Abraham probably believed that He 
was fulfilling this promise in his seed, when 
he offered him up ; and Isaac also, when he 
submissively and voluntarily suffered himself 
to be bound on the altar, upon the wood. 
Moses implored His coming when he said, 
1 Send, I pray Thee, by the hand of Him 
whom Thou wilt send/ And David thought 
he possessed Him in Solomon. And he prayed 
for His present coming, when he sang, ' Let 
Thy hand be upon the man of Thy right 
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hand, and upon the Son of man, whom Thou 
madest so strong for Thine own self/ ' Psalm 
lxxxv./ Genebrard says, * is a prayer that 
God will bless the redeemed from the cap- 
tivity, by sending the Messiah;' in which 
Kimchi agrees. And so again in Hezekiah. 
And He was expected to redeem Israel 
from the captivity in Cyrus. 

The sacrifices among the heathen, es- 
pecially the human sacrifices, show that they 
had the same expectation. And they con- 
tinually thought that He was come, as in Fo, 
and Confucius, and Godama (Buddha), and 
Vishnu, and Prometheus, and Hercules. 

Ver. 3. ' According to the house of their 
fathers, a lamb for an house.' 

Ver. 4. ' And if the household be too little 
for the lamb, let him and his neighbour next 
unto his house take it, according to the- 
number of the souls ; every man according to 
his eating shall make your count for the 
lamb.' 
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Josephus says that ten was the number 
of persons who ate of one lamb. 

In this is very demonstrably figured 
the equality of all men in partaking of the 
body of Christ Every one, both rich and 
poor, must partake of His death ; and no one 
may partake more than another — every man 
according to his eating. And it is but a 
little and easy thing which each is required 
to do ; but the redemption is great and 
complete to each and all through this uni- 
form simple act. 

No exclusion is made of women, and it 
seems to have been a family feast. Women, 
at all events, were sheltered by the blood, 
and were partakers of the redemption : as, 
even now, among the modern Jews, women 
have their place and share in the Passover 
sacrifice. 

The communion of saints is further sig- 
nified by the family and friendly feast — 
4 Let him and his neighbour next unto his 
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house' — in which repast all, both servant 
and master, must have been associated toge- 
ther at the same table. They were asso- 
ciated together in the same bondage and 
fear, and they were all together and equally 
shielded from the destroying angel, and the 
sentence of death, by the blood upon the 
lintels and side-posts. 

Moreover, this was a sacrifice performed 
by the laity themselves : there was no inter- 
vention of priests, but every one went directly 
to God, through the one mediation of the 
body and blood of the sacrifice.* 

Again, this injunction is emphatically 
repeated at ver. 6 : ' The whole assembly of 

« 
* In after times there was a sacrifice of the lamb in 
the Temple, which was performed by the priests, and 
with some very interesting and typical ceremonies. But 
it did not at all supersede the family sacrifice, which 
was contemporaneously performed, as shown by our 
Lord's last passover ; and which was the only original 
and essential institution. — See The Evangelists and the 
Mishna, 
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the congregation of Israel shall kill it* And 
Philo, the Talmud, and Maimonides, all bear 
testimony that the people, as well as the 
priests, killed aod prepared and partook of 
the lamb. This, which was instituted prior 
to the choice of the Levites, and to the 
establishment of the priesthood in Aaron's 
family, was as significant as the institutions 
of circumcision and the payment of tithes 
being prior to Levi and the Mosaic law, and 
showed, that though a part of the Mosaic 
and ceremonial ordinances, yet it was supe- 
rior to, and independent of, those ordinances, 
and showed that the self-application of the 
blood of redemption to the laity, and by 
each soul to himself, was an as original and 
free covenant and offer to every individual 
son of the first Adam, as was the covenant 
of spiritual circumcision to all mankind, both 
Jew and Gentile. 

Ver. 5. ' Your lamb shall be without 
blemish, a male of the first year ; ye shall 

K 
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take it out from the sheep or from the 
goats/ 

At Malachiy 1. 14, a male is contrasted 
with a corrupt thing. Therefore, a male 
signifies that which is more noble and valiant 
in God's service — not weak and yielding to 
temptation, as the woman was in the fall ; 
for ' Adam was not deceived, but the woman 
being deceived was in the transgression/ 
(1 Tim. ii. 14.) Christ was the strong, 
valiant, the lion man, whom Satan could not 
tempt nor deceive, but was fully armed and 
equal to the contest He was innocent as 
the first-year lamb, and spodess, and remain- 
ing spotless, and unsusceptible of the smallest 
taint or experience of the mutilations and in- 
fectiousness of sin — such as are typically 
enumerated at Leviticu$ y xxii. 22, 23, 24. 
Christ, therefore, was perfect man — the 
second Adam — fitted to be the father of the 
future age and the new creation. 

The lamb might be 'from the sheep or 
from the goats/ 
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It requires more than one type to 
represent one character, or one complex 
doctrine and idea. Hence the frequent 
occurrence of double and triple types 
presented in one transaction or series of 
transactions. Thus, all the various Mosaic 
sacrifices were necessary to represent the one 
Saviour in His multiform character and offices; 
thus the characters and virtues of all the 
patriarchs were necessary to make up the 
one complete and perfect man, Christ. 

Here, the redeeming blood which was to 
be typified was of one who was to be at once 
innocent and at the same time to be loaded 
with sins — with other peoples sins. The 
sheep is the symbol of men acquitted, and 
regarded as innocent ; the goat is the sign 
of the sinner, condemned and sentenced for 
his sins. {Matt. xxv. 32, 33.) It was re- 
quired, therefore, that the true Paschal Lamb 
should be symbolised both by the lamb of a 
sheep and the kid of a goat, to signify the 
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two seemingly opposite characters, both 
which one of them could not by itself re- 
present. 

Ver. 6. ' The whole assembly of the con- 
gregation df Israel shall kill it between the 
two evenings ' (margin). 

The marvellous fitness of prophetic 
phraseology, and that the exact expression 
by which a typical transaction is described, 
and not the actual reality itself, constitutes 
the prophecy, is here most particularly ex- 
emplified. It was impracticable that every 
member, or the members collectively, of the 
congregation, could all take part in the kill- 
ing of the lambs, when ten at least were to 
eat of one animal ; much less was it possible 
that the whole body of the people should 
assist in the killing of one lamb : yet the 
ordinance and the command is, The whole 
assembly of the congregation of Israel shall 
kill it. But in the antitype this is fulfilled ; 
for the whole assembly of the congregation 
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of redeemed Christians, and each one of 
them, do first crucify the Son, the Lamb of 
God, by their sins, and do then lay hold of 
and partake of the one victim of redemption 
and atonement, every one for himself sepa- 
rately and individually. 

Ver. 6. ' Shall kill it in the evening :' 
1 between the two evenings ' (margin). 

The first evening was that of the four- 
teenth of the month, which began at three 
o'clock, and ended at sunset ; the second even- 
ing was that which began the fifteenth day. 
The exact command was impossible, for the 
interval was momentary, or even imaginary. 
But the words of the command, as always, 
are significant of the type, and contain the 
prophecy, being used to express the ending of 
one and the beginning of a new era. In our 
Lord's crucifixion and death the old world 
came to an end, and the new world and the 
Christian era began — when the old world 
had come to its close, and the shades of 
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evening and night were gathering round it, 
and the dawn of a new day was beginning 
to be disclosed ; for the evening precedes and 
prepares for the morning, which is born out 
of it ; and therefore it is said, ' The evening 
and the morning were the first day/ &c. 
Here the doctrine of the new era is again 
taught, which was before expressed by the 
month Abib being made the beginning of 
months, but with this addition to it, that the 
systems of the old world were doomed to 
extinction and death when the new principle 
of gospel truth should restore it, and raise it 
up again, and give a new life to it. 

Ver. 7. 'And they shall take of the 
blood, and strike it on the two side-posts, 
and on the upper door-post of the houses, 
wherein they shall eat it/ 

We ourselves, our bodies and our souls> 
are the houses in which our Lord's passover, 
that is, the body and blood of His redemp- 
tion, is sacrificed and eaten. Our hands and 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Chap. XI L 135 

qjur heads are the side-posts and upper 
lintel, on which the precious blood of His 
atonement is sprinkled. That is, our minds 
and services, our teaching and lives, our 
belief and practice, that is, our faith and 
works, must henceforth be in Him and 
through Him ; and all things whatsoever we 
do, in thought, word, and deed, must be in 
and by our union with Him, and to His 
honour and glory. 

' The houses wherein ye shall eat it/ 
Thus we eat Christ into our head, and our 
hands, our flesh and our bones are of His, 
by taking Christ into our bodies by our 
mouths, and applying His blood — His life 
poured out and shed for us — to our side- 
posts and lintels, to our head and hands, to 
our whole principles and our lives. For, to 
1 eat/ in the figurative vocabulary of Scrip- 
ture, is to appropriate and make our own. 
This is made evident by the following in- 
stances. At St John, vi. 35, ' eating,' being 
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fed by, is made convertible with being a 
disciple of. ' I am the bread of life : he that 
cometh to Me shall never hunger; and he 
that believeth on Me shall never thirst' Ps. 
lxix. 9, says, * The zeal of Thy house hath 
eaten me up ;' that is, hath taken full pos- 
session of my mind and heart. Ps. cxli. 
4, has, ' Let me not eat of their dainties;' 
that is, use and delight in their pursuits, 
their principles and pleasures. Ezekiel 
(ii. 8 ; iii. 1, 3) is commanded to eat the 
roll, to fill his bowels with it ; that is, to 
appropriate it in the inmost recesses of his 
heart and spirit; and so John, in Revelation, 
eats up the little book, the contents of which 
he is to appropriate and promulgate. Jere- 
miah (xv. 16) says, 'Thy words were found, 
and I did eat them ; and Thy word was unto 
me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart.' ' Eat- 
ing' means also adopting and appropriating 
disciples and converts ; as Isa. xxx. 23, 24, 
4 the oxen and the young asses that ear the 
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ground (and sow the seed of the gospel) shall 
eat clean provender;' and our Lord called 
the apostles to dine, when He brought to 
their net the miraculous draught of fishes, of 
the Gentile nations; and Peter 'was very 
hungry and would have eaten/ and was 
commanded to rise up and kill, and eat the 
wild beasts, the Gentiles, which he was about 
to convert. (Acts,xi. 10-13.) ^ n like man- 
ner the Lord hungered for disciples among 
the Jews, when He went to find fruit upon 
the barren fig-tree. {Matt. xxi. 18.)* 

* The Hebrew b?N, to eat, devour greedily, means 
also to * enjoy, delight in ' (Gesenius). The Mishna has 
this expression, 'Israel shall have no more Messiah, 
since they ate Him in the time of Hezekiah ;' and again, 
' Israel shall eat the years of the Messiah 9 (The Evange- 
lists and Mishna, p. 293). The New Zealanders when 
they eat a person consider that they eat his spirit and 
make it their own. 

' Eating His flesh is feeding spiritually by faith on 
His divine merits; and drinking His blood is the re- 
ceiving by faith the all-sufficient atonement for sin made 
by the shedding of His blood upon the cross ' (Ritual- 
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Ver. 8. ' And they shall eat the flesh in 
that night, roast with fire, and unleavened 

ism, by a Layman). It is more : it is applying Christ 
by faith, says Godwin ; it is what St Paul calls putting 
on Christ ; it is becoming altogether a disciple of His, 
a resolving to follow Him, and be like Him, and be one 
with Him in body, soul, and spirit ; purifying ourselves 
as He is pure : through the Holy Ghost whom He hath 
given us, to enable us. 

Howell Harris said on his death-bed, 'I feel my 
spirit eats His words.' Did not David the same when 
he said, ' Lord, what love have I unto Thy law, all the 
day long is my study in it ?' ' 

The Hebrew habit of thought and expression is 
essentially figurative; and the Asiatic mind more than 
the Eurdpean was disposed to typical acts and symboli- 
cal practices. 

This is a double type, such as is met with so fre- 
quently in the Scriptures. The flesh and the blood are 
both to be applied together, and with the same meaning ; 
but the action with regard to each must needs be dif- 
ferent The flesh is to be eaten, but the blood cannot 
be drunk. Therefore the different acts furnish different 
complements of the doctrine. The eating signs the 
receiving and appropriating Christ in our hearts and 
affections ; the sprinkling His blood upon our hands and 
heads, shows that all our actions and beliefs and reason- 
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bread ; and with bitter herbs they shall eat 
it/ Ver. 9. ' Eat not of it raw, nor sodden at 
all with water, but roast with fire.' 

Mankind under the old Adam, and in its 
natural unregenerate state, was like 'raw' 
flesh, loathsome and undressed, and unfit for 
eating. Our Lord took upon Him this flesh. 
Water is the emblem of weakness, and waver- 
ing {Gen. xlix. 4), and feebleness of energy 
and effort ; such weak and unavailing efforts 
as man might make to prepare himself and fit 
him for the Lord's acceptance and the heavenly 
feast. Human nature and will were entirely 
mortified in our Lord, by submission and 
suffering and obedience, under the extremest 
temptation and trial, unto death ; there was 
nothing of wavering, or watery weakness, or 
irresolution in Christ's self-devotion and sa- 
crifice : the fiery ordeal was complete. 

ings are to be conformable to His example and His 
likeness : so that both inwardly and outwardly we shall 
be one with and in perfect brotherhood with Him. 
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This is what we put on and profess in 
the eating ; we adopt the whole person of 
Christ. We assume it without leaven, hy- 
pocrisy, reservation, or evasion, in the sim- 
plicity and singleness of sincerity and truth. 
The sanctification signified by the unleavened 
bread is more pointedly represented and en- 
joined in the next chapter. 

Ver. 9, 10. * His head, with his legs, and 
with the purtenance thereof. And ye shall let 
nothing of it remain until the morning ; and 
that which remaineth of it until the morning, 
ye shall burn with fire/ 

For ' the purtenance thereof/ the Hebrew 
is Sarpp, the inwards, bowels, the heart, — 
the seat of the passions and affections ; and 
* it signifies/ says Fletcher of Madeley, * that 
the whole body of sin shall be destroyed/ 
The whole body, and life, and soul of Christ, 
His will and affections were given up to 
God's honour and glory; His meat was to 
do the will of God, and to finish His work. 
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And so we also, by eating Him, profess to 
put on and adopt Christ; and with Him and 
in Him to give our whole selves, body, soul t 
and affections, with all our heart, and soul, 
and strength, to God's will and worship. The 
1 head ' represents and figures everything that 
is attributed to the mind ; the legs include all 
the lower parts of the body, and signify the 
baser passions and desires ; all which are'to 
be sacrificed by us to God, as they were by 
our Passover, Christ, who emptied Himself 
not only of His Divine glory, but of every 
lust and affection of carnal desire and appetite. 

Ver. 10. 'And ye shall let nothing of it 
remain until the morning ; and that which 
remaineth of it until the morning ye shall 
burn with fire.' 

This signifies again the Redeemers and 
our own complete and entire sacrifice ; the 
whole body of sin having to be destroyed ; 
and nothing of the old Adam, which is the 
dispensation of the body of sin and of cor- 
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ruption, to remain ; all is to be utterly cru- 
cified and consumed, when we enter upon 
the new dispensation, the new era, the latter 
days, of the kingdom of God : in the same 
spirit # in which it was said to the tribes 
of Israel when they were about to enter 
into the Holy Land : * Ye shall destroy 
their altars, and break down their images, 
and cut down their groves, and burn their 
graven images with fire. Thou shalt smite 
them, and utterly destroy them : thou shalt 
make no covenant with them, nor show mercy 
unto them : neither shalt thou make marriages 
with them. Thou shalt not enquire after 
their gods, saying, How did these nations 
serve their gods V The very remembrance 
of the world and its idols is to be blotted 
out, and our meat and drink must be to do 
the will of God ; so did Christ, and so we 
must do likewise. 

Ver. ii. 'And thus shall ye eat it; with 
your loins girded, your shoes on your feet, 
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and your staff in your hand ; and ye shall 
eat it in haste ; it is the Lord's passover/— 
that is, the embracing of His redemption: by 
which He will bring you out of the dark- 
ness and bondage of sin, into His glorious 
light and liberty, and new life, and new 
. birth ; while all the unconverted and unbe- 
lieving world are cast out and left to Egyptian 
darkness, and judgment, and the shadow of 
death : represented by the first-born, the heir 
and strength of every family and house ; re- 
presenting all who refuse to put themselves 
and to go out under the shelter of the atoning 
blood. 

This must be no languid, and hesitating, 
and half-hearted profession and faith, and 
laying hold of the blessed gift, yet unseen. 
Therefore, * Let your loins be girded about, 
and your lights burning, and ye yourselves 
like unto men that wait for their Lord.' 
{Luke, xii. 35, 36.) ' Be ye therefore always 
ready ;' for the Lord cometh at midnight 
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(Matt. xxvi. 6) and in the second watch ; 
and with nothing less than the greatest 
eagerness, and preparation, and haste to 
escape, ought we to speed through the door 
of salvation from the condemnation of sin, 
so soon as the gate shall be opened to us, 
leaving behind all care of and thought of the 
world we have left behind, and our earthly 
dwelling, where the rest of men are lying 
and remaining of choice under the Egyptian 
doom of impenitence and death. ' For ' 
(vv. 12, 13) 'I the Lord will pass* through 
the land of Egypt this night, and will 
smite all the first-born in the land of Egypt, 
both man and beast ; and against all the 
gods of Egypt I will execute judgment 
And the blood shall be to you for a token 

* The Hebrew word for * pass through,' 129 is quite 
different from, and has no reference to the word ' Pass- 
over/ ITD?p ver. n, or 'pass over you/ ver. 13. The 
similarity of the expression might lead to misunderstand- 
ing. 
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upon the houses where ye are ; and when I 
see the blood I will pass over you (shelter 
you), and the plague shall not be upon you 
to destroy you, when I smite the land of 
Egypt' At every coming of the Lord, when 
He visits upon mankind, He visits both for 
life and death — for mercy and judgment, 
for fear and condemnation. 

Ver. 22. * And none of you shall go out at 
the door of his house until the morning/ The 
redemption was in the night. ' I will pass 
through the land of Egypt this night ' (v. 1 2) ; 
and (v. 42) * It is a night to be much ob- 
served unto the Lord, for bringing them out 
from the land of Egypt : this is that night/ 

The visiting of the Lord is when the world 
is immersed in the deepest darkness of error 
and sin, and the visitation is for the destruc- 
tion of the wilfully blind and impenitent, 
and for the salvation of those who are wait- 
ing and ready, and will repent. All those, 
therefore, who go abroad, glorying and 
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boastful in their worldly wisdom and 
strength and riches, which is religious igno- 
rance and weakness, offer themselves for 
and call down upon themselves the Divine 
vengeance ; while the prayerful and repenting 
retire, and shut themselves up in the ark of 
sorrow, and self-denial, and contrition, and 
waiting for the day of God's mercy and reve- 
lation. Then, renouncing all the hidden 
works of darkness, they resolve never to go 
forth again, except into the new light and 
life of sanctification and faith, the day of 
the Lord ; the outer world being renounced to 
obliviousness, and self-condemnation, and the 
shadow of death. So we descend into the 
waters of death and self-renunciation in bap- 
tism (of the spirit), from which we rise to • 
fresh light, and life, and consciousness, in the 
new birth. So in the Grecian mysteries, 
the candidate for regeneration and illumina- 
tion first descended into horrors of darkness, 
and terrors of frightful apparitions, from 
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which he emerged to the happy light and 
life of a new and joyful resurrection — as the 
flourishing and refreshing blade from the 
dying seed, and as the new bird with soar- 
ing wing from the ashes of the consumed 
phoenix.* 

Again, it is said, in nearly the same sense 
(v. 46), * In one house shall it be eaten : 
thou shalt not carry forth aught of the flesh 
abroad out of the house ;' namely, it is the 
privilege and property of the Lord's house 
alone, distinct from the world and the un- 
believing, — as it is explained in the preceding 
and the succeeding verses : — 

Vv. 43-49- ' This is the ordinance of the 
(Lord's) passover : There shall no (uncir- 
cumcised) stranger eat thereof. (It is the 
Lord's passover, v. 11.) But every man's 

* This explanation of their mysteries, — of the de- 
scent and resurrection of Proserpine, — the grain of corn, 
— seems to have been given by our Lord to the Gentiles, 
when they desired to see and hear Jesus. Jokn, xii. 24, 25. 
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servant that is bought for money, when thou 
hast circumcised him, then shall he eat there- 
of. A foreigner and an hired servant shall 
not eat thereof. . . . All the congregation 
of Israel shall keep it And when a stranger 
shall sojourn with thee, and will keep the 
passover of the Lord, Jet all his males be 
circumcised, and then let him come near and 
keep it ; and (then) he shall be as one that 
is born in the land : for no uncircumcised 
person shall eat thereof. One law shall be 
to him that is home-born, and to the stranger 
that sojourneth among you/ 

* He shall be as one that is born in the 
land/ The law of God's kingdom is both 
liberal and exclusive. The house of God is 
both open and close shut up. There is a 
door to Christ's fold, and every one is in- 
vited to enter in ; but there is but one way 
to enter into it. There is a door to Christ's 
ark, and He is the porter who admits those 
who come to Him for admittance, and shuts 
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them in; but He shuts out those who do 
not come to His ark to be saved. He con- 
strains and binds us to the strait and 
narrow path of holiness and perfection, and 
an entire renunciation and forsaking of the 
world ; but then through this narrow gate we 
enter and emerge upon and into the per- 
fect law of liberty — the liberty wherewith 
Christ has made us free. The kingdom of 
God is open and offered to Jew and Gentile, 
to rich and poor, to publicans and harlots, to 
saints and sinners — only they must all come 
in by one porch, and through one door, and 
over one threshold, and into one little building 
and chamber, which is Christ (Ezek. xl. 5-8). 
And so the house in which we partake of our 
supper with the Lord is one, though the table 
is spread and the feast is large enough for all 
people, and nations, and tongues. We must 
all be shut up in that house, and shut the 
world and the flesh out of that house. In 
that one house shall it, the Lords passover, 
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be eaten ; and no one shall go out of that, 
his own adopted and separated house, into any 
other, or until .the morning of salvation. 

Ver. 46. ' Neither shall ye break a bone 
thereof.' The bones are the support, and 
strength, and firmness of the frame. * Christ's 
fortitude, strength, and endurance were not 
broken/ says Cornelius h. Lapide, 'but re- 
mained entire and perfect to the end of His 
passion/ This is what His bones being pre- 
served unbroken represents. It is coupled 
here with the precept, * Ye shall not carry 
forth aught of the flesh out of the house/ — 
which is the same as that given at ver. 10 : 
' Ye shall let nothing of it remain until the 
morning ; and that which remaineth of it 
until the morning ye shall burn with fire/ 
That is, that the sacrifice and sufferings were 
most complete, being more than body and 
soul could endure with life — for the Lord 
Jesus died by the bursting of the heart; — 
and yet through all this, which was the price 
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that the Redeemer paid, His fortitude, 
strength, and endurance were not wrenched 
or brokert till He had paid the full ransom. 

St. John (xix. 36) says that the antitype 
of this was fulfilled when our Lord's legs 
were not broken as those of the malefactors 
were. But this does not disprove that 
the moral and spiritual antitype was that 
which has been designated above. It is 
a principle in Scripture that a type may 
be fulfilled in two ways, namely, outwardly 
and inwardly ; materially and spiritually : as 
our Lord's rising from the grave was an 
ostensible fulfilment of the resurrection of 
Isaac from the altar of sacrifice; but the 
truest antitype is in the resurrection of our 
souls, — ' If ye then be risen with Christ* 
{Col. iii. 1). And the spiritual antitype is 
the ultimate and the greater one. In like 
manner prophecies may be doubly fulfilled, 
both actually and spiritually, as the millennial 
reign of Christ, and the restoration of the 
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Jews; and the new Jerusalem is also a 
spiritual one; and the kingdom of God is 
within us; and Jesus is the bridegroom of 
the soul ; and the day will dawn and the day- 
star arise in our hearts. There is a double 
stage in many antitypes, a material and a 
spiritual one ; and of this many instances are 
given in my Exegesis, or Principles of Bible 
Interpretation, bk. 5, art 7 and 8. 

Vv» 29-41. 'And it came to pass, 
that at midnight the Lord smote all the 
first-born in the land of Egypt, from 
the first-bom of Pharaoh that sat on his 
throne unto the first-born of the cap- 
tive that was in the dungeon ; and all 
the first-born of cattle. * And Pharaoh 
rose up in the night, he, and all his 
servants, and all the Egyptians ; and 
there was a great cry in Egypt ; for 
there was not a house where there was 
not one dead. 4 And he called for Moses 
and Aaron by night, and said, Rise up, 
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and get you forth from among my peo- 
ple, both ye and the children of Israel ; 
and go, serve the Lord, as ye have said. 
' Also take your flocks and your herds, 
as ye have said, and be gone ; and bless 
me also. 'And the Egyptians were 
urgent upon the people, that they might 
send them out of the land in haste ; for 
they said, We be all dead men. ' And 
the people took their dough before it 
was leavened, their kneading-troughs 
being bound up in their clothes upon 
their shoulders. * And the children of 
Israel did according to the word of 
Moses ; and they borrowed of the 
Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels 
of gold, and raiment : ' And the Lord 
gave the people favour in the sight of 
the Egyptians,' so that they lent unto 
them such things as they required. 
And they spoiled the Egyptians. ' And 
the children of Israel journeyed from 
Rameses to Succoth, about six hundred 
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thousand on foot that were men, beside 
children. ' And a mixed multitude went 
up also with them ; and flocks, and 
herds, even very much cattle. * And 
they baked unleavened cakes of the 
dough which they brought forth out 
of Egypt, for it was not leavened ; be- 
cause they were thrust out of Egypt, 
and could not tarry, neither had they 
prepared for themselves any victual. 
4 Now the sojourning of the children of 
Israel, who dwelt in Egypt, was four 
hundred and thirty years. ' And it came 
to pass at the end of the four hundred 
and thirty years, even the selfsame day 
it came to pass, that all the hosts of the 
Lord went out from the land of Egypt.' 

The day of Christ's coming, of His 
visiting among men, is for redemption and 
for judgment. He visited Abraham and 
Lot, at the same time to bring them salva- 
tion, and Sodom to destroy it Isaiah says 
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in the person of Christ, 'The spirit of the 
Lord is upon me to preach the gospel to the 
poor, deliverance to the captives, the accept- 
able year, and the day of vengeance of God/ 
Malachi says (iii. 1-5, 11, 18; iv. 1, 2, 3), 
' Behold, I send my messenger, whom ye 
delight in. But who may abide His coming ? 
for He is like a refiners fire. Then shall 
the offering of Jerusalem be accepted : and 
I will also come near to judgment. And I 
will rebuke the devourer for your sakes. 
Then shall ye return, and discern between 
the righteous and the wicked. For, behold, 
the day cometh that shall burn (the proud 
and wicked) as an oven. . . . But unto you 
that fear my name shall the Sun of righteous- 
ness arise with healing : . . . And ye shall 
tread down the wicked/ And so John the 
Baptist declares of His first coming, ' Whose 
fan is in His hand, and He will throughly 
purge His floor, and burn up the chaff with 
unquenchable fire/ 
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And this coming is at midnight, as it was 
to the men of Sodom ; it is the end of a 
growing and culminating night of sin and 
blindness to the condemned, but the be- 
ginning of an opening dawn of happiness and 
life to the redeemed. It is a cloud of dark- 
ness and death to those, but it is light to 
these. 

* Now the sojourning of the children of 
Israel, who dwelt in Egypt' (and Canaan, 
Septuag.) : — but Egypt only is mentioned, 
because Egypt signs bondage, the bondage 
of the world, its allurements and fleshpots. 
The sojourning of the children of Israel in 
Egypt ' was four hundred and thirty years/ 
* Four/ with its multiples, signs the period 
and pursuits of our pilgrimage, and trials, 
and preparation on earth for our entrance 
into the purchased possession, our heavenly 
inheritance : four, forty, four hundred, four 
thousand, are the same thing. Forty years 
the Israelites journeyed in the wilderness: 
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after four hundred years they were brought 
out of Egypt : at the end of four thousand 
years the redemption was brought and ful- 
filled to the wandering world : the children 
of Israel were redeemed out of Egypt in the 
1 fourth generation.' The thirty years are in 
excess, in accordance with the mystery of 
Scripture enumeration, which was always a 
little in excess. — There was an imperfect 
thirteenth tribe : there was half a curtain over 
in the tabernacle : there were one hundred 
and fifty-three thousand builders in Solomon's 
temple, and six hundred to oversee them : 
five thousand ate of the loaves and fishes, 
besides women and children. 

But the thirty years may have prospective 
reference to the thirty years of our Saviour's 
sojourn on earth before He commenced His 
ministry. There is nothing inconsistent with 
oriental figure in the four hundred being 
typical of the lengthened period four thou- 
sand, and the thirty years being actual. A 
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similar change is made in reckoning the four 
Hindoo yugs, of eight hundred, four hun- 
dred, two hundred, and one hundred years : 
the last, the Kali period, is reckoned in an 
entirely different manner from the three other 
periods. Or, as all the multiples of four have 
the same signification, so the thirty years 
fciay stand for the * third day ' of the gospel, 
which, as Richard Clarke shows, characterises 
Christian completeness and perfection, as the 
number * seven ' did among the Hebrews. 

It is said, ver. 41, ' And it came to pass 
at the end of four hundred and thirty years, 
even the self-same day it came to pass, 
that all the hosts of the Lord went out from 
the land of Egypt/ And again, ver. 51, * It 
came to pass the self-same day> that the Lord 
did bring the children of Israel out of the 
land of Egypt by their armies.' 

The selfsame day. This is repeated twice, 
which signifies in the Mosaic symbolism, 
that it is something typical and important. 
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What is this ' self-same day V What happened 
on the self-same day four hundred and thirty 
yugs before ; and from which the four hun- 
dred and thirty years are counted ? Was 
it from the call of Abraham, and his coming 
in Canaan from Haran ? This might be sig- 
nificant, — thaf the years should be counted 
from the entrance of Abraham into the 
land where he was a sojourner to the 
year of the conclusion of the sojourning, 
and their going out to take possession as 
proprietors. 

Or was it reckoned from the birth of 
Isaac : ' Thy seed shall be a stranger' {Gen. 
xv. 1 3) : but there it is said, l They shall afflict 
them four hundred years ; ' and neither of 
those dates will bring out the true chronology. 
But this is evidently a most important date, 
specially emphasised ; and at the same time 
it is the only period of which Moses does not 
give one of the termini. But he means it, 
and supposes it to be well understood, and 
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reckoned from, — for he says, the selfsame 
day. The day here intended is the day 
of Isaac's sacrifice. That was the all-im- 
portant and typical event: the great day 
of Abraham and Isaac's life; and the first 
and only day in which Isaac was called 
Abraham 's seed : being the place which St. 
Paul quotes of Isaac being the type of 
Christ : ' He saith not, And to seeds, as of 
many ; but to thy seed, which is Christ.' 
(Gal. iii. 16.) Then the meaning is clear, 
and the expression is emphatic, — the self -same 
day, — the day on which Isaac the type of the 
Redeemer was offered to be sacrificed, the 
self-same day were the children of Israel re- 
deemed and brought out of bondage — typical 
of the bondage of sin, and set free from 
Pharaoh's, — typical of Satan's thraldom. 
There is no other day which could be pointed 
at and emphasised ; from that day, therefore, 
the four hundred and thirty were counted, 
whether Isaac was offered at twenty-five or 
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at thirty years of age ; and so the chronology 
becomes possible, and the lesson perfect. 

Lastly, the universality of the atonement 
is taught, and that Christ's blood was shed 
for all mankind, both Jews and Gentiles, who 
would partake of it, and be born again of 
His blood. 

Ver. 43. 'This is the Lord's passover; 
there shall no (uncircumcised) stranger eat 
thereof;' no one who voluntarily refuses to 
enrol himself under His banner, the cross. 
But, ver. 48, ' When a stranger shall so- 
journ with thee, and will keep the passover 
to the Lord, let all his males be circumcised, 
and then let him come near and keep it ; and 
he shall be as one born in the land : for no 
uncircumcised person shall eat thereof ;' but 
every one in the world who will be circum- 
cised may. * One Jaw shall be to him that is 
home-born, and unto the stranger that so- 
journeth among you.' For, though ' Out of 
Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of 

M 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1 62 Exodus. 

the Lord from Jerusalem ;' yet, * The Gentiles 
shall come to thy light;' and * It is a light 
thing that thou shouldest be my servant to 
raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the 
preserved of Israel : I will also give thee for 
a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be 
my salvation unto the end of the earth/ (Isa. 
ii. 3 ; lx. 3 ; xlix. 6.) 

But, ver. 46, • In one house it shall be 
eaten/ There is only one kingdom, which is 
the kingdom of God ; there is only one Church, 
which is Christ's Church. All must come into 
that house, and ' not go out of the house till the 
morning' of redemption (ver. 22) ; all must be 
of the true Israel of God ; all must renounce 
the world, and come into this ark ; all must 
flee from Sodom into that Zoar, and not look 
back, when the waters destroy all flesh, and 
when ' the fire shall try every mans work of 
what sort it be/ 
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CHAPTER XIIL 

THE EXODUS FROM THE WORLD INTO THE 
WILDERNESS. 

Vv. 1-16. ' And the Lord spake unto 
Moses, saying, ' Sanctify unto me all 
the firstborn, whatsoever openeth the 
womb among the children of Israel, 
both of man and of beast : it is mine. 
1 And Moses said unto the people, Re- 
member this day, in which ye came out 
from Egypt, out of the house of bond- 
age : for by strength of hand the Lord 
brought you out from this place : there 
shall no leavened bread be eaten. ' This 
day came ye out in the month Abib. 
' And it shall be when the Lord shall 
bring thee into the land of the Canaan- 
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ites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, 
and the Hivites, and the Jebusites, 
which he sware unto thy fathers to give 
thee, a land flowing with milk and 
honey, that thou shalt keep this service 
in this month. ' Seven days thou shalt 
eat unleavened bread, and in the se- 
venth day shall be a feast to the Lord. 
' Unleavened bread shall be eaten seven 
days : and there shall no leavened 
bread be seen with thee, neither shall 
there be leaven seen with thee in all 
thy quarters. ' And thou shalt show 
thy son in that day, saying, This is 
done because of that which the Lord 
did unto me when I came forth out of 
Egypt. * And it shall be for a sign 
unto thee upon thine hand, and for a 
memorial between thine eyes, that the 
Lord's law may be in thy mouth : for 
with a strong hand hath the Lord 
brought thee out of Egypt. ' Thou 
shalt therefore keep this ordinance in 
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his season from year to year. 'And it 
shall be when the Lord shall bring thee 
into the land of the Canaanites, as he 
sware unto thee and to thy fathers, and 
shall give it thee, * That thou shalt set 
apart unto the Lord all that openeth 
the matrix, and every firstling that 
cometh of a beast which thou hast ; 
the males shall be the Lord's. * And 
every firstling of an ass thou shalt 
redeem with a lamb ; and if thou 
wilt not redeem it, then thou shalt 
break his neck : and all the first-born 
of man among thy children shalt thou 
redeem. 'And it shall be when thy 
son asketh thee in time to come, say- 
ing, What is this ? that thou shalt say 
unto him, By strength of hand the Lord 
brought us out from Egypt, from the 
house of bondage : ' And it came to 
pass, when Pharaoh would hardly let us 
go, that the Lord slew all the first-born 
in the land of Egypt, both the first-born 
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of man, and the first-born of beast : 
therefore I sacrifice to the Lord all 
that openeth the matrix, being males ; 
but all the first-born of my children I 
redeem. ' And it shall be for a token 
upon thine hand, and for frontlets be- 
tween thine eyes : for by strength of 
hand the Lord brought us forth out of 
Egypt/ 

This chapter furnishes an eminent ex- 
ample and illustration of the method of teach- 
ing in the sacred Scriptures by parables of 
ceremonies and precepts ; first, in the putting 
together of the dedication of the first-born 
and the feast of unleavened bread ; and next, 
in the precepts with respect to the sacrifice 
of the first-born of clean animals, and the re- 
demption or slaughter of those which were 
unclean ; and the redemption of the first-born 
of mankind. 

To the uninstructed in Scriptural symbol 
this chapter presents one of those confused 
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arrangements which appear so careless and 
unsystematic to the scientific mind, but have 
such an admirable intention and order as 
vehicles of religious doctrine. 

The first verse says, ' Sanctify (sepa- 
rate*) unto me all the first-born, whatsoever 
openeth the womb among the children of 
Israel, both of man and beast' And the 
second verse says, i Remember this day, 
in which ye came out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the house, of bondage; there shall 
no leavened bread be eaten/ And then in the 
immediately succeeding verses (5-10), ' And 
it shall be when the Lord shall bring thee 

* The verb is ttfcn, which means to separate ; and, 
as it is more plainly expressed at ver. 12, 'set apart/ 
'cause to pass over/ (marg., as to the other side of a 
river, JJTOSn)). Being applied religiously to setting apart 
from worldly uses, it frequently takes by itself, in Scrip- 
ture, the meaning of 'sanctify;' but as I proceed to 
show, it requires the additional precept contained in this 
chapter to give it that signification, and to give it the 
whole force of the Greek word, cStytaf w, ' to separate from 
the world/ from a privat, and, yq, the earth. 
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into the land, thou shalt keep this service.' 
4 Seven days thou shalt eat unleavened bread/ 
* Unleavened bread shall be eaten seven days ; 
and there shall no leavened bread be seen 
with thee, neither shall there be leaven seen 
with thee in all thy quarters.' « And it shall 
be for a sign unto thee, and for a memorial/ 
4 Thou shalt therefore keep this ordinance/ 
And then again, in verses n, 12, * And it 
shall be when the Lord bringeth thee into 
the land, that thou shalt set apart unto the 
Lord all that openeth the matrix/ 

What can these have to do with one 
another ? They are brought into immediate 
connexion, and confessedly alternated — 'Sanc- 
tify unto me all the first-born,' — * There shall 
no unleavened bread be eaten/ — ' When the 
Lord shall bring thee into the land, thou 
shalt eat unleavened bread/ — ' When the 
Lord shall bring thee into the land, thou 
shalt set apart unto the Lord all that openeth 
the matrix/ What can the setting apart of 
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the first-born and the eating unleavened bread 
have to do in such immediate connexion ? 

The signification of thus joining and al- 
ternating the two commands is plain and 
direct ; the intention is, that the setting apart 
shall be to holiness. The two symbols, ' se- 
paration/ and ' holiness,' together make up 
the complex idea of • sanctification/ which is 
separation from the world in respect to all 
its lusts and allurements and evil disposi- 
tions, not in respect of its acts, and occupa- 
tions, and offices ; to be in the world, but not 
of the world, according as our Lord prays for 
His disciples, * Sanctify them in thy truth' 
(that is truly, in the true sense) ; * I pray 
not that thou wouldst take them out of the 
world, but that thou wouldst keep them from 
the evil of it/ 

Our Lord says, ' Beware ye of the leaven 
of the Pharisees and Sadducees, which are 
hypocrisy and pride/ St. Paul speaks of the 
leaven of malice and wickedness ; also he 
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speaks of the unleavened bread of sincerity 
and truth. Moreover he says, l Purge out 
the old leaven, which is the world and its 
lusts, that ye may be a new lump, that is of 
the true first-born, partakers of the new birth.' 
And again he says in the spirit of this Mosaic 
precept, ' A little leaven leaveneth the whole 
lump ;' — 'there shall be no leaven seen with 
thee, neither shall there be leaven seen with 
thee in all thy quarters ' (ver. 7). 

The ' first-born ' signify the elect. * All 
that openeth the womb' are plainly those 
who are partakers of the new birth, the re- 
generate. The primogenesis, the newness 
of giving birth of the parent, is applied to the 
newness of birth of the son, the being born 
again, the regeneration. 

These inversions of the figure are com- 
mon in sacred Scripture. As, in the law 
being dead, St Paul says, ' We die to the 
law ;' and as Samuel's cloak rent was made 
a sign of the rending of Saul's kingdom; 
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and as yeroboavis new garment being rent 
was used to represent the dividing to him 
ten of the twelve tribes of Solomons domi- 
nion. 

The month Abib, that is, of corn coming 
into ear, has also relation to this regeneration, 
and the new birth and fruit of Christian 
holiness. 

And this unleavened feast of holiness, 
and perfectness, and separation to God from 
the world and the flesh, was to continue 
seven days, that is, for ever; there must be 
no return to worldly lusts and the honour 
that cometh from men for all our lives ; our 
meat and drink from this day forth must be 
to do the will of God, and to seek His 
honour, and the honour that cometh from 
Him only in everything ; whether we eat, 
or drink, or journey, or rest, or whatsoever 
we do, we must do all to His glory. 

And the seventh day there shall be 
the Lords feast (ver. 6). The seventh day 
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of unleavened bread was the eighth day from 
the passover sacrifice. This is the gieat 
day of the final salvation, the eighth day so 
frequently spoken of, greater than all the 
7000 years of unfolding redemption, coming 
after the millennial sabbath, when the saints 
shall eternally sit down with Christ to the 
supper of the heavenly feast, and the Son 
shall deliver up the kingdom to the Father, 
in the land * flowing with* full rivers of the 
' milk and honey ' of the Gospel. 

The next point in which this chapter 
eminently illustrates the method and force of 
Scriptural teaching is that of the use of com- 
pound and complex types. 

The ceremony of setting apart and se- 
parating, coupled together with the use of 
unleavened bread, is itself an example of the 
employment of two symbols to express one 
complex idea, whereby* separation' and 'ho- 
liness/ joined together, become 'sanctifica- 
tion.' But the next series of precepts with 
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respect to the mode of dealing with the first- 
born of men and different kinds of animals 
so set apart, furnish a much more complex 
example of drawing out and delineating the 
whole doctrine of redemption, of salvation 
and judgment, by various types. 

Vv. 11-13. 'And it shall be when 
the Lord shall bring thee into the land 
of the Canaanites, as he sware unto 
thee and to thy fathers, and shall give 
it thee, * That thou shalt set apart 
unto the Lord all that openeth the 
matrix, and every firstling that cometh 
of a beast which thou hast ; the males 
shall be the Lord's. ' And every first- 
ling of an ass thou shalt redeem with 
a lamb ; and if thou wilt not redeem it, 
then thou shalt break his neck : and 
all the first-born of man among thy 
children shalt thou redeem.' 

By the firstlings, both of man and beast, 
is shown the universality of the offer of 
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salvation, according as it is said in the Psalm 
in the same sense : * Thou, Lord, shalt save 
both man and beast.' All are to be set apart 
to God. The ass signifies the sinner, and 
he is to be redeemed ; this, therefore, in- 
troduces the doctrine of redemption from 
sin. But the acceptance of the redemption 
is voluntary; it must be embraced by our 
own choice and act, and if we do not choose 
to perform, but refuse and reject this our 
own part, then the sinner thus rejecting, 
and so unredeemed, shall be adjudged to 
condemnation : ' He that believeth not is con- 
demned already ;' he shall suffer the penalty 
of eternal death. ' If thou wilt not redeem 
it, thou shalt break his neck.' ' But all the 
first-born of man among thy children thou 
shalt redeem.' The children of men in this 
passage signify the race of mankind, who are 
to be all set apart to God, and to be made the 
subjects of redemption, as compared with all 
other beings in creation; and as compared 
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with the unclean ass, they are those who are 
redeemed from their sins, and embrace the 
offers of the gospel of salvation. 

Thus we have pourtrayed to us the four 
parts of the doctrine of redemption, which, 
being incompatible and opposite, could not 
any two of them be represented by the same 
type ; but they are brought together under 
four phases of the same ordinance and cere- 
monial precept. First, The sacrifice of the 
first-born of the clean animal (vv. 12, 15) is 
the separating of ourselves from the world to 
God. Secondly, The redemption of the un- 
clean ass by a lamb (ver. 1 3) is the salvation 
of the sinner by Christ Thirdly, The 
breaking the neck of the unredeemed is the 
condemnation of the unbelieving sinner. 
Fourthly, The redeeming of all the children 
among men is the redemption of all man- 
kind who confess their sin, and accept the 
gospel message, and separate themselves in 
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unleavened holiness from the world, the 
flesh, and the devil. 

One class of animals in the same condi- 
tion could not furnish the four parts of this 
complicated type. Condemnation and re- 
demption could not be applied to the same 
creature. Therefore, the clean animals are 
introduced, being fitted to be made the sub- 
ject jof release, and the type of faith and self- 
dedication. 

The redemption of the human race had 
to be taught Therefore the first-born of 
men are introduced. 

The salvation of sinners from wrath had 
to be taught. Therefore the redeemed ass is 
spoken of. 

The condemnation of the unbelieving had 
to be spoken of. Therefore the unredeemed 
ass is brought forward, showing the judg- 
ment upon the unrepenting sinner. 

Thus the fourfold doctrine of redemption 
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is typified and expressed by the opposite 
phases of this one ceremonial observance. 

This is an eminent example of the method 
of Scriptural teaching by compound types. 

The method and terms of redemption 
are afterwards again symbolically repre- 
sented and described at Numbers^ iii. 44, 
sqq. y and xviii. 15, 16, &c. 

And at ver. 9 it is enjoined, ' It shall be 
for a sign unto thee upon thine hand, and 
for a memorial between thine eyes : that the 
Lord's law may be in thy mouth ; for with a 
strong hand hath the Lord brought thee 
forth out of Egypt/ This is constantly, 
said of God's ceremonial and typical ordi- 
nances, — as, in first introducing the plan of 
Ezekiel's temple, the angel says (Ezek. 
xl. 4): 'Son of man, behold with thine 
eyes, and hear with thine ears, and set thine 
heart upon all that I shall show thee ;' and 
again {Ezek. xliv. 5, 9) : ' And the Lord said 
unto me, Son of man, mark well, and behold 
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with thine eyes, and hear with thine ears, all 
that I say unto thee concerning all the ordi- 
nances of the house of the Lord, and all the 
laws thereof ; and mark well the entering in 
of the house, with every going forth of the 
sanctuary. ' Thus saith the Lord God, No 
stranger uncircumcised in heart, nor uncir- 
cumcised in flesh, shall enter into my sanc- 
tuary/ By all which it is signified that the 
use of the law is that it should be read, and 
that it should be meditated upon, and that it 
should be studied in its meaning, and applied 
to the mind, and heart, and conscience ; and 
that this is its especial object and purpose, 
and not the outward and actual performance 
of the material ceremonies ; for such tables 
are a snare {Ps. lxix. 22; Rom. xi. 9), and 
they that thus observe the law are under a 
curse {Gal. iii. 10); and such incense is an 
abomination, and such new moons, and sab- 
baths, and calling of assemblies are iniquity 
and a grief (/sa. i. 1 3). 
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And this reading, and meditating on, and 
observing of the ceremonies, and applying 
them to the mind, and heart, and conscience, 
and rule of life, is as possible and as useful 
now, and as much in accordance with the 
spirit in which they are described, as it was 
at the time when they were first given, and 
commanded to be strictly performed, — which 
they never were.* 

Ver. 21. * And the Lord went before 
them by day in a pillar of a cloud . . . and 
by night in a pillar of fire ... to go by day 
and night/ 

The Arabic version has, ' the angel of the 
Lord ;' thus rightly explaining that it was 
Jehovah — the Angel, the Mediator — who 
gave them the law, and conducted them in 

* The doctrinal and spiritual applications of the 
ceremonial law, which are the Gospel according to 
Moses, are especially drawn out and exhibited in 
Macintosh's Notes on Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers, 
which are deserving of most careful perusal. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



180 Exodus. 

their journeys, and would bring them into 
the land. ' The cloud was Christ as man : 
His body/ says Cornelius a Lapide, 'veiling 
His divinity as a cloud does the sun, and 
making it bearable to man ; that is, bring- 
ing down the invisible Godhead, and making 
Him known to us ; for no man cometh to 
the Father but by Him, and he that hath 
seen Him hath seen the Father. 

The revelation by the cloud I have still 
further explained in my treatise upon the 
Cherubim, — the third revelation. 

At the entrance into Canaan the cloud 
was superseded by the ark, the more visible 
and tangible presence : — Christ Himself, in 
His human form and nature, leads us openly 
•and personally through the baptism of mar- 
tyrdom and death to the kingdom of heaven ; 
: — yet He does -so at an immense interval of 
distance and degree, and holiness, and meet- 
ness for reward before all other men — even 
by an interval of 2000 cubits, within which 
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we cannot follow Him in His work and 
perfections, or come near to His exaltation.* 
{Josh. iii. 4.) 

* As types have real, as well as figurative and 
spiritual fulfilments, nothing in the plan of Scriptural 
interpretation prevents that the 2000 cubits may also 
represent the 2000 years that are to elapse between the 
exaltation of Christ and the triumph of His Church; 
between His entrance alone into His kingdom and 
glory, and the entrance of His redeemed among man- 
kind, in the regeneration and final redemption of the 
body, when His saints shall be glorified together with 
Him. 
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CHAPTERS XIV. AND XV. 

ESCAPE FROM THE BONDAGE OF SIN — THE HOLY 
SPIRIT FIGHTING IN US. 

Chapters xiv. and xv. ought to be read 
together. The song of Moses and Israel in 
chapter xv. is the spiritual application of the 
events recorded in the xivth chapter. 

The greatest types and events in the 
Scriptures are generally accompanied with a 
hymn, which applies the events spiritually 
and prophetically. This song of Moses is 
one of them. The hymn of Hannah (1 Sam. 
chap, ii.) is another. Several of Davids 
psalms also afford examples. Instances are 
met with in Isaiah, chaps, xii., xxv., xxvi. ; in 
Habakkuk, chap. iii. ; the songs of Mary 
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and of Zacharias. There is the song of 
Moses and the Lamb, Revelation, chap. xv. 
These songs require especial study for the 
high truths and aspirations up to which 
they lead us. 

Egypt is the bondage of sin. We here 
see exhibited to us in parable the force and 
stratagem with which sin .and the flesh con- 
strain us, and manoeuvre to keep us in their 
dominion, and prevent us escaping into the 
liberty of self-renunciation, and dedication to 
God's will and worship, and a new life of 
holiness. Satan, in the person of Pharaoh, 
says (ver. 5), ' Why have we let Israel go 
from serving us ?' (ver. 3), ' They are en- 
tangled in the land ; they cannot escape 
from the toils and chains with which we have 
bound them ; we have got them safely for 
our prey. In that critical juncture, when the 
heart and conscience are determined upon 
escape, and have already set out upon their 
journey of deliverance, the sinful nature 
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rallies all its strength, it gathers together all 
its chariots and horsemen of evil habits and 
desires, and temptations of pride and passion, 
and entanglements of shame, and companion- 
ship, and irresolution ; and men are ' sore 
afraid/ and doubtful of the untrod path and 
unseen way before them, and say that ' it had 
been better for us to serve the Egyptians * — 
to go on easily and habitually in the service 
of sin — than to summon courage, and to put 
forth strength and resolution to endure the 
conflict (Vv. 6, 10, 12.) 

So it is always with man s own thoughts 
and plans and measurements of his strength, 
and so long as he looks to human exertions 
and means, and weighs and tries them in 
religious conflicts and against spiritual 
enemies. He feels his misery and his en- 
tanglement in sin, and he seeks to redeem 
himself, and he experiences his own help- 
lessness, and is ' sore afraid/ and cries out 
in his despair that he is utterly without 
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escape — his condition is without help, his 
hope is lost, the sea before him, and the 
wilderness behind, and the mountains around, 
have shut him in — there is no means, or 
weapon, or effort that he can bring to the 
relief. 

It is in the midst of this terror, and 
trepidation, and preparation for flight, that 
God says, ' Stand still ;' * Fear not ;' ' Speak to 
the children of Israel that they go forward ' 
(vv. 13, 15). The expressions, though varied, 
are all one, in the richness of Bible language 
and metaphor : each word speaks the same 
doctrine — Ye shall be saved by faith. ' Stand 
still :' trust not in your own advance or 
flight. ' Fear not :' have sure and implicit 
faith that God is your all-sufficient shield : 
He stands in a cloud of darkness and fire 
between you and the Egyptians, so that the 
one cometh not near the other all the night 
(ver. 20). 'Go forward' — seeing plainly 
with the eye of faith Christ going before you, 
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and entering the sea of death,— and dying 
with Him to sin and the flesh; — for 'the 
breaker is come up before them : they have 
broken up and have passed through the gate, 
and are gone out by it ; and their king shall 
pass before them, and the Lord on the head 
of them/ (Mic. ii. 13.) 

All these doctrines, and more, are rhap- 
sodically and prophetically drawn out from 
this great transaction through Moses' hymn 
in the 1 5th chapter. We who see and par- 
take of the fulfilment need no such inspired 
paraphrase and comment to instruct us to 
the application. We are able to sing the 
song of Moses and the Lamb together, and 
to realise and unite the type and antitype as 
one in the councils, and foreknowledge, and 
preparations of God in the work of redemp- 
tion. But it is marvellous, and encouraging, 
and convincing to read and recognise in the 
inspired language of poetic phrase and figure 
the rays of revelation which are made to 
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shine forth from these miraculous events in 
the very hour of their transaction. 

Every word in the inspired song is a ray 
of revealed truth, and pregnant with significar 
tion. 

Satan in Scripture is figured by a lion ; 
he is figured by leviathan, the crocodile. * He 
is figured by a dragon ; by a subtle and a 
fiery serpent. He is figured by a great fish, 
a monster of the sea, swallowing up Jonah, 
who was a type of the Redeemer swallowed 
up by death and hell. Here he is figured by 
a centaur, by the horse-man : who is cast 
down to the abyss of destruction in the 
moment of victory and in the very act of 
seizing his prey. So Satan lifted his sword, 
and laid his grasp upon the Redeemer, nail- 
ing Him to the cross, and, thinking that he 
had overcome His strength, and triumphed 
over Him, saying, * Save thyself;' 'If thou 
be the Son of God, come down from the 
cross/ 
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But he had only bruised His heel. Sud- 
denly, and when least foreseen, his own head 
was crushed ; the stone was planted in his 
forehead ; his head was cut off with his own 
sword ; he was overwhelmed in the midst of 
his own sea ; he ' sank as lead in the mighty- 
waters ;' he * sank into the bottom as a stone/ 

God had said in Christ, ' Stand still ;' 
endure ; ' Suffer ye thus far ' (Luke, xxii. 51); 
* I will raise thee up again and glorify thee/ 
—as He said to the Israelites, ' Stand still / 
4 Fear not ;' ye shall not use earthly sword or 
means in your own defence ; ' The Lord 
shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your 
peace/ (Ch. xiv. 14.) 

Who can picture the magnificence and 
might of that array, of ' six hundred chosen 
chariots, and all the chariots of Egypt, and 
the horses and horsemen of Pharaoh/ mar- 
shalled in perfect order and rank, and 
bearing down upon an unarmed trembling 
host, and the mixed multitude, hemmed in 
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by the waters of the sea before, and the 
wilderness and mountains behind and on 
their sides ? Was ever such a mighty power 
so entirely superior to all resistance and help, 
or so sure of its prey ? 

Chap. xv. ver. 9. 'The enemy said, I will 
pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil ; 
my lust shall be satisfied upon them ; I will 
draw my sword, my hand shall destroy them.' 
The chief priests, and the scribes, and the 
whole multitude cried out, • Away with him, 
away with him/ Ver. 10. ' Thou didst blow 
with the wind (with Thy Spirit), the sea 
covered them : they sank as lead in the 
mighty waters.' Ver. 19. ' For the horse of 
Pharaoh went in with his chariots and with 
his horsemen into the sea, and the Lord 
brought again the waters of the sea upon 
them ; and the children of Israel went on 
dry ground-in the midst of the sea/ 

Therefore Moses, and Miriam, and .all 
the redeemed people sang, ' Sing ye to the 
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Lord, for he hath triumphed gloriously/ 
* The Lord is a man of war/ the valiant 
captain and conqueror before the host. He 
' the Lord is (all) my strength ;' He only is 
my song, and the subject of my praise. We 
have no strength, and have nothing in our- 
selves. He, * the Lord,' ' whose name alone 
is Jehovah/ ' is my salvation' — my Saviour, 
my Redeemer, and Mediator. 

Therefore ' I will prepare him a habita- 
tion ' among men. He shall descend from 
heaven, and become incarnate, and show 
forth in His presence among us, His person 
and life, all the acts, and offices, and graces, 
and perfections which are represented and 
figured in the parts and ceremonies of the 
Tabernacle and Temple which as an ocular 
sign and token He will pitch among men. 

So shall He dwell among us, first in His 
temple of gold, and silver, and precious 
wood and stones, and afterwards in His 
flesh ; and so at length shall He dwell in us, 
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who shall be built up an holy tabernacle and 
temple for Him to dwell in — ' the mountain 
of His inheritance/ the church and city of 
God ; and each of His saints individually a 
habitation and .temple of the Holy Spirit. 
(Vv. 2, 17.) 

Then shall Jehovah Christ's kingdom be 
exalted above all kingdoms ; the nations 
shall fear God, and submit themselves, and 
receive the Gospel ; the saints shall convict 
and judge (convert and convince) the world ; 
and Christ's kingdom shall have no end ; 
'The Lord,' Jesus, 'shall reign for ever and 
ever/ (Vv. 14-18.) 

This chapter seems to be a paraphrase of 
the doxology of the Jews, ' For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 
ever and ever/ 

Ver. 22. 'So Moses brought Israel from 
the Red Sea ; and they went out into the 
wilderness of Shur : and they went three 
days in the wilderness, and found no water/ 
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* 

The word *$?! (brought) expresses that he 
constrained them to depart ; for they were 
intent only upon collecting the spoils of the 
Egyptians: as say Junius, Piscator, and Mal- 
venda. Thus all is joy, and triumph, and 
indulgence in happiness, on the instant of 
conversion, the first experience of redemp- 
tion and forgiveness of sins. We are en- 
gaged in gathering the spoils of our victory 
over Satan, and fancy that this feast and 
fragrance is the final reward, and is to last 
for ever. 

We are confident that we have triumphed 
over the world, and think that it will never 
assail, us again. We have attained all our 
desires, and all we asked for ; we have 
gone three days journey into the wilderness, 
and left, in profession and intention, all the 
world behind us : we are in our own eyes 
separated, sanctified, and perfect, practised 
soldiers in the army and warfare of Christ 
But we are sore deceived in ourselves. We 
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are as yet only raw beardless recruits; we are 
little ones and babes in Christ A veteran 
soldier can only be made by fighting, by war- 
fare, and toil, and practice of discipline. We 
must enter heaven by preparation and through 
much tribulation — knowing that tribulation 
worketh patience and endurance, ancjl endur- 
ance experimental sense of power over the 
world, and assurance of superiority above it — 
and this assurance worketh hope — that earn- 
est and foretaste of eternal life and heavenly 
blessing which maketh not ashamed, that is, 
in the entire force of the idiom and expression, 
it fills us with that fulness of joy and peace of 
God which passeth all understanding, and is 
a realization of heaven. 

This is presently signified by twelve wells 
of water, and the threescore and ten palm- 
trees in the 27th verse. But first we must 
have the prefigurement of the trial and tribu- 
lation which is to furnish the entrance to this 
second stage of the Christian's victory and 

o 
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reward — the redemption of the body and final 
regeneration. Our Lord's own experience, 
immediately after His own baptism by the 
Spirit, was His temptation in the wilderness. 

Verses 23, 24, ' And when they came to 
Marah, they could not drink of the waters of 
Marah, for they were bitter : therefore the 
name of it was called Marah, And the people 
murmured against Moses,- saying, What shall 
we drink ?' Is this the drink which redemp- 
tion and faith in Christ, and renouncing the 
world and the flesh, bring us ? 

Yes ; the doctrine of the Gospel is, that 
'we must rejoice in tribulations also/ 'Blessed 
are ye when men shall revile you, and perse- 
cute you, and shall say all manner of evil 
against you falsely for my sake : rejoice and 
be exceeding glad :' ' Ye shall be baptized 
with the baptism that I am baptized with :' 
* Then shall ye sit on thrones judging the 
twelve tribes of the earth:' for 'no man hath left 
houses, or parents, or wife, children, or lands, 
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for my names sake, but he shall receive a hun- 
dredfold, houses, and lands, and parents, and 
children,—- and in the world to come life ever- 
lasting/ 

And we can do and endure all these 
things through Christ who strengthened us. 
Christ must be the ingredient in this cup of 
the cross which makes it sweet ; we must live 
and doand suffer all things in Him and through 
Him, and then all our sufferings will be turned 
into sweetness and joy : they will be wells of 
water of life and health, and palm-trees of 
shade, and comfort, and refreshment, and de- 
light 

Vv. 25,27. ' And he cried unto the Lord ; 
and the Lord shewed him a tree, which when 
he had cast into the waters, the waters were 
made sweet : — - And they came to Elim, where 
were twelve wells of (pure) water, and three- 
score and ten palm-trees ; and they encamped' 
(took up their abode and resting-place) 'there 
by the waters/ 
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Vv. 25, 26. * There he made for them a 
statute and an ordinance, and there he proved 
them, and said, If thou wilt diligently hearken 
to the voice of the Lord thy God, and wilt 
do that which is right in his sight, and wilt 
give ear to his commandments, and keep all 
his statutes, I will put none of these diseases 
upon thee, which I have brought upon the 
Egyptians ; for I am the Lord that hfealeth 
thee.' 

Christ is the tree of life. The cross of 
wood is the tree of life. The mortification of 
the whole flesh, the dying with Christ is the 
tree of life. It is the dying to the world with 
Christ, and so rising together with Him to 
new life, in the new birth of the first resur- 
rection, that this self-mortification, this en- 
during of all the trials and persecutions of the 
world and Satan, become happy and are joy- 
fully embraced ; the tribulations of life and 
the religious warfare are healed of their bit- 
terness, and become wells of refreshment and 
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strength in the valley of Baca, which is 
1 weeping.' 

This was the sacrifice which was to be 
performed -in the wilderness ; which was £s 
little expected by the Israelites as when im- 
mediately after their recognition and appre- 
hension of Christ, and present expectation of 
His kingdom, Jesus instructed His disciples 
that He must first suffer many things, and 
must be rejected of the chief priests and el- 
ders, and must be ill-treated, and scourged, 
and crucified, and not till after drinking to the 
dregs that bitter cup He should rise again ; 
and that they, likewise, must be baptized with 
the same baptism that He was baptized with. 
This was the three days journey they were 
to take into the wilderness; it was to be 
utterly out of the world and its allurements 
and comforts. They said they did not know 
wherewith they were to serve the Lord their 
God till they came thither. Therefore, they 
said, they must take with them their herds 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



198 Exodus. 

and their flocks, all their cattle must go with 
them, there should not an hoof be left ; which 
signified that all their possessions, and pas- 
sions, and pleasures, and propensities, must 
be renounced and dedicated to God's service : 
they knew not what the sacrifice must be ; 
but now they found it. They expected that 
they were to enjoy all their flocks and the 
flesh of them ; but now they found, instead, 
that they must forfeit and renounce them. 

This was the ordinance which God made 
for His Israel ; this was the test,, and condi- 
tion, and proof, which God declared to the 
Israelites, — as Jesus did to His disciples (Matt, 
xvi. 21 sqq. ; Mark, x. 39) that He would put 
them, to, namely, If they would utterly re- 
nounce the world and its rewards, and sepa- 
rate themselves wholly to Him, and make 
Him and His commandments, and to do His 
will, their love and their delight, their meat 
and drink — things which the world did not 
receive, and knew nothing of, their taste or 
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existence (Isa. lxiv. 4), then I will heal thee 
from the leprosy of sin, and all the waters of 
life, and even of death, shall be sweet unto 
thee {Jer. xxxi. 26), 

The Israelites failed in this first proof. 
It took Him forty years more in the wilder- 
ness to prove them and to humble them (Dent. 
viii. 2, 16), and to change their hearts to 
choose and keep the commandments of God, 
and not of the world. 

It takes the whole period of the pilgrim- 
age and journey of our life, -*- for ' forty 
years' signifies the period of trial and proof, 
— to wean us from the pleasures and tempt- 
ations of this earthly journey, and to fit us for 
the rest and happiness and holiness of hea- 
ven. This is the purpose for which we are 
sent into this pilgrimage of life, and wilder- 
ness existence. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

GIVE US DAY BY DAY OUR DAILY BREAD. 

The whole of this chapter is an enforcement 
of the two texts, * Give us this day our daily 
bread / and secondly, ' Man doth not live 
by bread alone/ but by Christ, the antitype, 
the Word of life, who is the true bread of 
life/ 

Ver. i. The provision which they had 
brought with them out of Egypt, and all the 
other human provision, lasted them but one 
month — one little month. They- ' came into 
the wilderness of Sin on the fifteenth day of 
the second month.' They had left Egypt on 
the fifteenth day of the first month. 

Vv. 2, 3. Now their fleshly food — their 
4 flesh-pots/ and * bread to the full* — with 
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which they had satisfied their carnal desires 
and appetites, had failed them altogether ; it 
proved sufficient only for their longings of the 
flesh in their unredeemed state, and failed 
entirely to satisfy them as soon as they were 
upon the verge of that which was beyond the 
human life, and they entered upon the wilder^ 
ness — the spiritual life — where they should 
converse with God. c Ye have brought us 
forth into this wilderness, they said, to kill 
this whole assembly with hunger/ 

Vv. 4, 5. They had heretofore looked 
only to human means, and to themselves, to 
feed and furnish them. Now God says that 
He will teach them that their food comes 
from Him ; that He provides it directly and 
daily, as they need it, by His special pro- 
vidence ; that He provides it sufficiently, and 
promises it only evenly and sufficiently as 
life requires it; but that He enlarges the 
supply to every extraordinary use whenever 
occasion calls for it. ' Behold / will rain 
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bread from heaven for you — a certain rate 
every day/ 'And it shall come to pass that 
on the sixth day it shall be twice as much/ 

By this I will 'prove* them, whether 
they will live by me or by themselves ; 
whether for me or for themselves ; whether 
they will walk by ' my law/ and by my pro- 
vidence ; or whether they will live by their 
own law, and skill, and wisdom, and fore- 
thought — laying up goods, and lands, and 
luxuries, and honours, and rank, for many 
years {Deut. viii. 16-18): the end of which 
may be tomorrow. But if they depend them- 
selves upon me they shall experience that 
* Man doth not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God' {Deut. viii. 3. Matt. iv. 4)] 
namely, the new life which is by Jesus 
Christ, the true ' Word' from God, who is 
the true ' bread from heaven/ 

Depending on God for daily bread is the 
great exercise and proof of faith (Deut. viii. 
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16-18), and the depending on Christ, the 
Word of God, the true manna, the bread of 
life (viii. 3), is the same. 

This is the faith which is found wanting 
in this material, mechanical, compromising 
generation, in respect of hohesty in trading, 
and Sunday trading, and travelling, and dis- 
sipation, and free trade in drink. 

Vv. 7, 10. 'In the morning then shall ye 
see the glory of the Lord/ ' And they looked 
toward the wilderness, and behold the glory 
of the Lord appeared in the cloud/ The 
glory of the Lord was the manna. The 
bright shining in the cloud was a sign of 
God's providence ; that He feeds us, and not 
we ourselves ; that He redeems us, and not 
we ourselves ; that in Him we live, and 
move, and have our being; by His special 
continual providence, goodwill, and act. 

Ver. 8. 'And Moses said, When the Lord 
shall give you in the evening flesh, and in the 
morning bread/ The flesh-pots are in the 
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evening — the darkness of worldliness and 
lust, which cause loathing, and are never 
satisfying ; before we see the morning of re- 
demption light Then we receive and have 
an appetite for the manna — the bread of 
God from heaven ; and this is ' bread to the 
full i it is satisfying, and its supplies are for 
ever and ever renewed to us, so long as we 
offer ourselves as vessels enough, and large 
enough to contain it. The flesh was fed, 
under the old law, up to the evening of the 
old world ; the spirit is refreshed and strength- 
ened, and renewed continually day by day in 
the new world, in the morning of the new 
era. The first is under the Egyptian bond- 
age of the world ; the second is in ' the 
wilderness/ while we c look towards ' it 
(v. 10), and turn our back upon the world, 
its appetites, its resources, and enjoyments. 
As before quoted, it is said at 2 Esdras, x. 
54, ' In the place wherein the Highest begins 
to show His city,' — His kingdom — His polity 
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— 'there can no maris building/ art, wis- 
dom, worldly object or delight, ' be able to 
stand/ In the. eye of the world it is a wil- 
derness. 

Ver. 1 3. 'And it came to pass, that at even 
the quails came up and covered the camp : 
and in the morning the dew/ which heralded 
the manna. It is immaterial whether the 
quails came but once, or were repeated like 
the manna. It is sufficient that mention is 
made of them but once. This one mention 
signifies that they, and the flesh they repre- 
sented, were condemned to pass away, as 
the non-mention of Melchizedek's lineage 
(though he had it) represented his anti- 
type as having neither human descent nor 
parentage. The manna is expressly said to 
have been repeated day by day, signifying 
that the bread of life is renewed to us con- 
tinually. (John, iv. 14; vi. 35.) 

Ver. 14. And this manna falling like the 
dew of heaven, lay ' upon the face of the 
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wilderness :' as Jesus led the blind man out 
of the town, and said to him, ' Neither go into 
the town, nor tell it to any in the town,* 
when He gave him sight, which signified the 
doctrine He was about to teach His dis- 
ciples of His being the Christ, the Son of 
God. {Mark, viiL 23, 26-29.) 

Ver. 15. 'And when the children 
of Israel saw it, they said one to ano- 
ther, It is manna : for they wist not 
what is was. And Moses said unto 
them, This is the bread which the 
Lord hath given you to eat/ 

Man's aim and boast is to know that his 
wants and wishes are safely supplied ; and 
so to make them certain, and subject to no 
contingency, and faith. Our trust in God 
is, not to know or inquire after the mode and 
operation, the cause and effect. We ought 
not to be curious to know how God provides 
our daily wants. This ought not to be our 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Chap. XVI. 207 

business and anxiety, but to do our duty in 
our station of life in which God has placed 
us, and labour, not fearing the result — to 
seek first the kingdom of God and His right- 
eousness, knowing that all these things will 
be added unto us ; knowing also that God, 
who so clotheth the grass of the field, will 
much more clothe us. ' And they said, What 
is this ?' (rendered in our version, ' It is 
manna'), 'for they wist not what it was/ — 
whence God provided it. 

Vv. 16, 17. 'This is the thing which the 
Lord hath commanded, Gather it every man 
according to his eating, an omer for every 
man/ ' And the children of Israel did so, 
and gathered, some more, some less/ 

Ver. 21. 'And they gathered it every 
morning, every man according to his eat- 
ing/ Ver. 18. 'And he that gathered much 
had nothing over, and he that gathered little 
had no lack/ 

The expressions are most pointed and 
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significant ; that each of us should learn, ' in 
whatsoever state I am, therewith to be con- 
tent' That 'when goods increase, they are in- 
creased that eat them ; and what good is there 
to the owners thereof, saving the beholding of 
them with their eyes' {Eccl. v. 1 1). 

Nevertheless, they had to labour for it : 
1 Gather of it every man.' ' Six days shalt 
thou labour,' 

Ver. 19, 'And Moses said, Let no man 
leave of it till the morning.' The doctrine of 
this injunction is direct. The doctrine is 
different from that of the same injunction at 
Exod. xii. 10. There, 'Let nothing of it 
remain until the morning,' signified the com- 
pleteness of atonement, which left no need 
of repetition, or of anything further to be ac- 
complished. Here it signifies implicit faith : 
1 Take no thought for the morrow ;' for he 
who reserves or provides nothing for the 
morrow, must look to God for the morrow's 
supply ; and he who exercises entire faith 
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is anxious for no human prospect or provi- 
sion. 

Ver. 20. * Notwithstanding they heark- 
ened not unto Moses ; but some of them 
left of it until the morning, and it bred 
worms, and stank : and Moses was 
wroth with them.' 

For rust and moth eat up and destroy 
earthly goods ; and treasure laid up stinks in 
God's nostrils, and such anxious thought and 
want of faith is corrupt and worthless. 

Vv. 22, 23, 24. ' And it came to 
pass, that on the sixth day they gath- 
ered twice as much bread, two omers 
for one man : and all the rulers of the 
congregation came and told Moses. 

4 And he said unto them, This is 
that which the Lord hath said, To- 
morrow is the rest of the holy sabbath 
unto the Lord : bake that which ye 
will bake to-day, and seethe that ye 
will seethe ; and that which remaineth 
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over lay up for you to be kept until 
the morning. 

' And they laid it up till the morn- 
ing, as Moses bade : and it did not 
stink, neither was there any worm 
therein/ 

God's promised supply is that which is 
sufficient and nothing over ; and this con- 
dition of mind and circumstances it is which 
keeps us clinging close to God, and continu- 
ally in His presence. Faith ought only to 
look and long for that which is sufficient : 
sufficiency is the only wholesome, and is the 
happiest feast. 

But this sufficiency, any more than our 
occasion and need, is not an equal rate and 
measure at all times. Occasions, both of the 
body and of the soul, are different at different 
times, and the supply, both of bodily food 
and of the Holy Spirit, is according to these 
differences in the circumstances. This is 
what the double supply for the sabbath 
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signifies; this is not the institution of the 
sabbath, the command for which is given at 
another time * but it is used here only as an 
occasion for the principle, and for an illus- 
tration and enforcement of it; namely, that 
as God provides day by day, and no more than 
for the necessity, so He will equally provide 
and furnish abundantly for every extremity. 
This last is that in which God's hand is most 
observed, but in the even and unvaried course 
of every-day life it is equally exercised. And 
to the same effect, where no bodily suste- 
nance is wanted there will be none. ' On the 
seventh day, which is the sabbath, in it there 
shall be none'(vv. 25, 26). Our only feast, 
even for forty days, may be only of heavenly 
aspirations, and instruction and ecstasy : ' My 
meat is to do the will of God, and finish his 
work/ {John, iv. 34.) ' Of every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God doth 
man live/ {Dent. viii. 3.) 
* This is the opinion of Mede and of Cornelius a Lapide. 
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Ver. 31. This faith and state of soul, and 
. doctrine, is pure, single-minded, sincere ; it is 
sweet to the spiritually-minded man ; it is full 
of flavour and delight to the unworldly, un- 
pampered taste, though it is light, and taste- 
less, and unexciting to the carnal appetite. 
' It was like coriander seed, white ; and the 
taste of it was like wafers made with honey/ 

Ver. 33. ' Take a pot and put an omer 
full/ This measured meal is mans pro- 
vidential food, his daily bread, his sufficient 
sustenance — full, complete, and satisfying. 
It is a supply for the whole of our journey of 
probation and progress in the pilgrimage of 
this life. 

Ver. 35. * The children of Israel did eat 
manna forty years in the wilderness* — a 
whole generation — the whole of their lives : 
the whole of their wilderness pilgrimage. 
* They did eat manna until they came into the 
borders of Canaan/ And so should we eat of 
this daily and heavenly food of God's pro- 
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vidence, till we come to our promised and 
eternal inheritance. 

Ver. 36. ' Now an omer is the tenth part of 
an ephah/ 

This doctrine of the manna, daily given 
and depended upon, is one of the ten com- 
mandments of God. Faith is the first great 
commandment. Faith and love are the same. 
{Gal. v. 6 ; Luke, vii. 47, 50.) 

Thus, in the events of this chapter all the 
following texts are pictured in order : — 

' Give us day by day our daily bread.' 

' Man shall not live by bread alone :' but 
by the Word of God, which is Jesus Christ. 

' Wherefore do ye spend money for that 
which is not bread, and your labour for that 
which satisfieth not ? ' 

* Lay not up treasure on earth which rust 
and moth doth corrupt/ 

' Eat ye that which is good, and let your 
soul delight itself in fatness/ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



214 Exodus. 

* Take therefore no thought for the mor- 
row/ 

1 Is not the life more than meat ? ' 
1 If God so clothe the grass, shall he not 
much more clothe you ? ' 

* Having food and raiment let us be there- 
with content* 

The food of God is given, and the truth 
of God is taught ' in the wilderness/ 

' How can ye believe who receive worldly 
honours ? * 

4 Whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer be- 
lieving ye shall receive/ 

* The Lord will provide/ 

* Faith believes and labours, and inquires 
not how/ 

* Doing God's will, it knows of the doc- 
trine : ' 

1 It receives and feeds on Christ, the real 
manna, the true bread from heaven :' 

* And he that cometh to him shall never 
hunger/ 
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Though God's supply is only usual and 
sufficient, yet it is always sufficient 

' God will supply all our need/ however 
unusual and great ; 

And spiritual food, in like manner and in- 
stead, is supplied as abundantly, and only 
when our ' Meat and drink is to do the will of 
God / to feed on His word, and ' finish His 
work/ 

This walking in faith before God, and 
with God/ is the first commandment given us 
on our journey of life and duty ; and is to be 
the beginning and end of our whole wilder- 
ness probation and pilgrimage towards the 
heavenly Canaan. 
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CHAPTER XVIL 

THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

This chapter is almost more pregnant than 
the last with Gospel instruction. As the doc- 
trine of the last was, What shall we eat ? the 
doctrine of this is, What shall we drink ? 

Ver. i. ' The children of Israel journeyed 
from the wilderness of Sin/ where they had 
received the manna ; ' and there was no water 
for the people to drink/ Ver. 2. ' Wherefore 
the people did chide with Moses, and said, 
Give us water that we may drink/ Ver. 3. 
' And the people thirsted there for water/ 

Christ, the manna, is given first, then the 
Holy Spirit Christ must first be given, and 
received, and eaten, and then the Holy Spirit 
is given to us through Him. Ver. 5. Moses 
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goes before them with his rod, as Christ 
with His cross. He goes openly, royally, 
triumphantly. .' Having spoiled principalities 
and powers, He makes a show of them 
openly, triumphing over them in it,' the 
cross. ' The breaker is come up before them ; 
they have broken up, and have passed through 
the gate, and are gone out by it ; and their king 
shall pass before them, and the Lord on the 
head of them. 1 (Mic. ii. 13.) Christ 'is gone 
up on high/ — is risen as the new leaven ; and 
ascended, — the true heavenly manna, to be 
laboured for and gathered as the meat that 
perfsheth not. ' He is gone up on high : he 
has led captivity captive, and received gifts 
for men ;' and this primary gift is the Holy 
Spirit — the water of life : 4 He that drinketh 
whereof shall never thirst ;' but it is ' in him 
a well of water springing up into everlasting 
life/ {John, iv. 14.) * And the Lord said 
unto Moses, Go on before the people, and 
take with thee of the elders of Israel ; and 
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thy rod wherewith thou smotest the river/ — 
the river of blood by death, the waters of the 
abyss in which Satan rules — showing a sign 
to Pharaoh, to Satan and his host, the sign 
of redemption, from death to life, to freedom 
from bondage : ' take it in thine hand and 

Thus Moses made profession of his im- 
plicit faith : as much as Elijah did, when he 
staked his profession of the true God, his 
commission and power from Him, and his own 
life, upon His answering by fire, and the con- 
suming and acceptance of his sacrifice, by the 
burning of the bullock and the wood, and 
licking up the water in the trench. 

Ver. 6. For it is by faith in Christ, and 
Christ's death, and His being smitten for us, 
that the gift of the Holy Spirit comes to us 
from Him. This Christ Himself declares, 
* He that believeth on me shall never thirst :' 
1 Behold, I stand before thee there upon the 
rock : thou shalt see me there, that I am the 
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rock, by faith : that by faith in me, and from 
me, the rock, the water of life is given, — by 
faith in my wounding and my death : — * Thou 
shalt smite (me) the rock, and there shall 
come water out of it that the people may 
drink :' that all that see me and believe in 
me, the rock, may be redeemed by my death 
and drink freely and abundantly of my hea- 
venly pleasures as out of a river. (Ps. xxxvi. 

8,9.) 

Ver. 7. ' And he called the name of the 
place Massah,' that is, tempting, doubting, 
want of faith to receive the gift of the Spirit 
through Christ, the viaticum of the new life in 
redemption and salvation, — as He afterwards 
called the other place Meribah, which signified 
strife, discontent, rebellion ; when, after forty 
years' experience of the state of redemption 
and salvation, they apostatized from their ex- 
perienced life of spiritual blessings through 
faith ; for that rock had followed and nou- 
rished them all through the desert, so long 
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as they renounced the world, their carnal life 
and earthly dependence. {Num. xx. 13,) 

Ver. 8. ' Then came Amalek and fought 
with Israel in Rephidim* (stations, resting- 
place). As soon as we have gained our first 
standing and position in the way of salvation, 
then immediately begins our warfare with the 
enemy. The devil knows that is the time for 
conflict ; that his empire is lost if he main- 
tains it not at this time ; and that this is his 
occasion and opportunity : especially if we 
feel over-confident and secure! ^Vmalek, in the 
Bible symbolism, represents the world, — the 
lusts of the flesh, and the pride of life. And 
this typical transaction signifies what is God's 
present and final dealing with this enemy and 
rival of His own kingdom. 

Ver. 9. ' And Moses said unto Joshua, 
Choose us out men, and go out, fight with 
Amalek/ It is the elect, the Church, those 
who have believed and received, and entered 
into the fold, and enlisted under Christ's ban- 
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ner, who gird themselves and go faithfully to 
the conflict under their Joshua — Christ. 

* To-morrow I will stand on the top of 
the hill with the rod of God in my hand.' 
Christ having fed His flock with the bread 
and water of life, and having armed His mili- 
tant Church with the sword of the Word, and 
arrows of the Spirit, is ascended up on high ; 
and there He makes intercession for us, and 
helps us by His presence, and is seen of us 
holding out His banner, the cross. 

Ver. 10. 'And Moses, Aaron, and Hur 
(the husband of Miriam, the prophetess), went 
up to the top of the hill/ The priesthood on 
earth, by outward form and prayer, aids the 
intercession ; the prophet preaches it. Thus 
supported, and moved, and furnished by the 
act of His saints, Christ presents their 
prayers to the Father of mercies, and inter- 
cedes that they may be victorious. 

Vv. ii, 12. 'And it came to pass, when 
Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed; 
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and when he let down his hand, Amalek pre- 
vailed. And they took a stone, and put it 
under him, and he sat thereon : and Aaron 
and Hur stayed up his hands, the one on the 
one side, and the other on the other side : and 
his hands were steady until the going down of 
the sun.' And so were Christ's hands on the 
cross till the hour of the evening sacrifice. 

The * stone,' so first named by Jacob {Gen. 
xxviii. 22), and afterwards (ver. 6) at Horeb, 
and now, here again, is Christ. Moses, there- 
fore, seated, fixed on it, represents Christ : 
his rod is the cross ; his hands stretched out 
are Christ's hands and arms extended upon 
the cross, interceding and undertaking for us : 
they are steady, fixed (nailed) there (naJiBg) 
till the going down of the sun, — till through 
him the evening of the world is come, and 
the latter age is introduced, and the olden 
times are completed and passed away. 

Ver. 13. ' And so Joshua (Jesus) discom- 
fited Amalek ' (Satan). 
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Vv. 14, 15, 16. ' And the Lord hath sworn 
that (for us) he will have perpetual war with 
Amalek, till he hath utterly put out his re- 
membrance.' This is the same promise re- 
peated as Gen. iii. 15 — 'I will put enmity be- 
tween thee and the woman, and between thy 
seed and her seed. It shall bruise thy head.' 
Christ hath utterly overcome the world for 
us {John, xvi. 33) ; and each one of us shall 
overcome the world through Him ; and we 
shall do it in His name — 'by faith in His 
name/ who is Jehovah-nissi (the Lord my 
banner, marg.). The banner under which 
we shall begin the war, and accomplish 
it, crucifying the world in us, is the altar 
on which He suffered; it is the cross, under 
which we must fight and pray. This is the 
ladder by which we ascend from earth to 
heaven, from death to life, from the death of 
sin to the life of holiness, — with Christ stand- 
ing on it, fixed on it (ybv nsj), crucified on it 
{Gen. xxviii. 12, 13.) 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

€ THE COUNSEL OF PEACE SHALL BE BETWEEN 
THEM BOTH,' JEWS AND GENTILES {Zeck. 
VI. 1 3). ' AND THE KINGS OF THE EARTH 
DO BRING THEIR GLORY AND THEIR HON- 
OUR,' THEIR SCIENCE AND THEIR WISDOM 

'into it.' {Rev. xxi. 24, 26.) 

It has been conjectured that the event of 
this chapter is introduced out of its place, 
and prematurely, in order to show that the 
Kenites, a family of the Midianites, were not 
put under the curse pronounced in the last 
verse of the last chapter together with the 
Amalekites, with whom they were mixed. 
But we know of nothing which proves that 
the Midianites were associated with the 
Amalekites. 

Ver. 2. * Then Jethro, Moses' father-in- 
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law, took Zipporah, Moses' wife, after he had 
sent her back/ ' After he had sent her back,* 
or divorced her, as the word means {Deut. 
xxiv. 1), instructs us that family and worldly 
ties are unfit impediments to us when we are 
giving ourselves up to God's great work in re- 
demption. In embracing redemption we must 
renounce the world, the flesh, and the devil ; 
and all our ties must be those of religious 
relationship. They who do the will of God, 
the same must be our brother, and sister, and 
mother ; which religious relation and affection 
St. Paul shows were uppermost in his regard, 
by all 'his salutations. And neither he, nor 
John, nor Timothy, carried about a wife ; and 
Peter must have left his wife at home, to- 
gether with the profits of his trade, when he 
forsook all and followed Jesus : though he 
returned to her from time to time, as Zippo- 
rah now came to Moses after a long interval, 
and when the great part of the work was 
accomplished. 

Q 
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Vv. 5, 6. • And Jethro, Moses' father- 
in-law, came with his sons and his wife 
unto Moses into the wilderness, where 
he encamped at the mount of God : 

4 And he said unto Moses, I thy 
father-in-law Jethro am come unto thee, 
and thy wife, and her two sons with 
her/ 

The first event after the accomplish- 
ment of the work of redemption is the 
coming in and acceptance of the Gospel mes- 
sage by the Gentiles. Zipporah was Moses 
Gentile wife. She is called an Ethiopian 
woman {Num. xii. i), and Moses is accused 
for marrying her : as the Jews were jealous 
and bitter at the calling in and conversion of 
the Gentiles by Peter and Paul. She had two 
sons, — which is the constant typical represent- 
ation of the Gentile Church: signifying, it 
seems, that the Gentile Christian Church has 
never been united; but has been divided 
from the beginning into East and West, 
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and afterwards into North and South (Zech. 
xiv. 4), and now into innumerable subdivi- 
sions.* 

The Gentile church having been cast off 
when the family of Abraham was called in, or, 
rather, having divorced herself — as Zipporah 
no doubt did — fearing and revolting from^ 

* This explanation is almost too simple and square 
to suit the character of Scripture symbolism, which 
seldom fulfils itself by such exact parallelisms. When 
Pharaoh's dream was doubled, it was interpreted to 
signify that ' the thing was established, and that it would 
shortly come to pass.' The duality of the Gentile 
Church, so often represented by two children, may 
properly signify its perpetual inconsistencies and dis- 
cussions, — its union of Christianity with heathenism, 
— its worship of God and mammon, — the continuing 
problem of church and state, never well solved and 
brought to rest, — the subject of settlements and con- 
cordats, — that which is represented in Daniel by the iron 
and clay, never cleaving one to another and mixed, — its 
perpetual compromises. But it may well be fulfilled 
also in the perpetual divisions of churches and creeds y 
indeed, it is all one in principle. It is direct violation 
of the single-eyedness and simplicity of the Gospel. 
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Moses* undertaking, and asking to be sent 
back, as she seems to have done. 

But now they come out from the world, 
and ackndwledge the redemption in the 
wilderness of renunciation of the world and 
the flesh ; and 

Vv. 9-1 1. They believe in Jehovah the 
Mediator, and 

Ver. 1 2. They worship the God of the Is- 
raelitish nation and revelation. {Has. ii. 21,23.) 
The Jew and the Gentile are united in one 
faith and worship 

Vv. 14-26. • And it came to pass, on the 
morrow, that Moses sat to judge the people : 
and the people stood by Moses from the 
morning unto the evening. 'And when 

Moses' father-in-law saw all that he did, 

' Moses' father-in-law said unto him, The 
thing that thou doest is not good : ' Thou 
wilt surely wear away, both thou and this 
people that is with thee : for this thing is 
too heavy for thee ; thou art not able to 
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perform it thyself alone. ' Hearken now 

unto my voice, I will give thee counsel : 

1 Provide out of all the people able men, such 

as fear God, men of truth, ' And let them 

judge the people at all seasons : and it shall 
be that every great matter they shall bring 
unto thee. — ' If thou shalt do this thing, and 
God command thee so, then thou shalt be 
able to endure. — 'So Moses hearkened to 
the voice of his father-in-law, and did all that 
he had said/ 

In doing God's work we may use human 
wisdom, and reason, and policy ; nay, we 
are bound to use them. The spirits of the 
prophets are subject to the prophets ; and all 
things must be' done decently and in order. 

We may even take counsel and example 
from Gentile wisdom and worldly policy ; and 
the Christian Church learns and adopts the 
art of politic organisation and administration 
from the Roman empire. But 

Ver. 23. 'If thou shalt do this thing, and 
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God command thee so/ This must be done 
in submission to God's will, and looking for, 
and relying upon, His approval of all this, 
and His enlightenment and consecration of 
our science and wisdom, as it is said, Acts, 
vi. 6, 'When they had prayed, they laid 
their hands on theni/ 

In all this Moses showed no jealousy of 
his dignity and authority, but was contented 
to share His power with others, so that the 
work of God was done, and His. glory was 
promoted : ' Would God/ he says, ' all the 
Lords people were prophets ' (Num. xi. 29), 
which seems to be only an exposition of 
this occasion ; and Moses is only the instru- 
ment to do the will of God, and himself is 
nothing ; as Jesus Christ, his antitype, says 
(Johtty iv. 34), ' My meat is to do the will of 
him that sent me, and to finish his work/ 

Moses' act also in this was the prototype 
of the similar act of the Apostles, when they 
said, * It is not meet for us to leave the word of 
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God, and to serve tables. Wherefore, look 
ye out among you seven (7 for 70) men of 
honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and 
wisdom, whom we may appoint over this 
business/ So, vv. 17-26, here, and Num. xi. 
24, 25, are exactly paralleled, and antitypically 
repeated by Acts, vi. 1-6. 

In this Moses was designated to be the 
type of, and took upon him the office of, the 
Mediator (w. 19, 20, 26), 4 Be thou for the 
people to Godward, that thou mayest bring 
the(ir) causes unto God : and thou shalt teach 
them ordinances and laws, and shalt show 
them the way wherein they must walk, and the 
work that they must do. — * And they judged 
the people at all seasons ; the hard causes 
they brought unto Moses, and every small 
matter they judged themselves/ Already 
before, God had given them types of the 
mediation, but here He begins to set before 
them the character of the Mediator : to be 
further enforced and illustrated in the next 
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chapter, and at the giving of the Law from 
Mount Sinai. Here Moses offers himself 
and essays to take his office as mediator, there 
(Exod. xx. 19) the people become conscious of 
and declare their necessity of a mediator : — 
1 Speak thou with us and we will hear ; but 
let not God speak with us/ As we shall see 
in its place. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

THE MEDIATORIAL OFFICE. 

In the last chapter Moses is incipiently de- 
signated to the office of a mediator : ' Be 
thou for the people to God ward.' In this 
chapter he is more directly commissioned as 
such, and the office of Mediation is more dis- 
tinctly and definitely established. 

The whole chapter is occupied with con- 
tinual repetitions of the command, ' Go down 
to the people/ and * come up ;' and with nar- 
rations that Moses went backwards and for- 
wards, bringing messages from God, and car- 
rying back from the people to God the re- 
sponses and promises of obedience. 

. Ver. 3. * And Moses went up unto God, 
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and the Lord called unto him out of the 
mountain, saying, Thus shalt thou say to the 
children of Israel/ Ver. 7. l And Moses 
came and called for the elders of the people, 
and laid before their faces all these words 
which the Lord commanded him.' Ver. 8. 
' And all the people answered together and 
said, All that the Lord hath spoken we will 
do. And Moses returned the words of the 
people unto the Lord/ 

Ver. 9. 4 And the Lord said unto Moses, 

Lo, I come unto thee in a thick cloud, . 

And Moses told the words of the people unto 
the Lord.' Ver. 10. * And the Lord said unto 

Moses, Go unto the people, / Ver. 14. 

* And Moses went down from the mount unto 
the people/ Ver. 20. * And the Lord called 
Moses up to the top of the mount ; and Moses 
went up/ Ver. 21. * And the Lord said unto 
Moses, Go down, charge the people/ Ver. 
23. ' And Moses said unto the Lord, The 
people cannot come up/ Ver. 24. ' And the 
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Lord said unto him, Away, get thee down/ 
Ver. 25. 'So Moses went down unto the 
people and spake unto them/ 

Here are seven repetitions of instructions 
from God to the people through Moses ; and 
four of the carrying of messages from the 
people to God: in this one chapter. The 
holy Scriptures emphatically repeat that 
which is the especial type and topic of in- 
struction. 

The doctrine of mediation, therefore, be- 
tween God ajid man is established at this 
time ; and Moses is appointed to the medi- 
atorial office ; and as such he is designated to 
be the type of the one Mediator — Christ. But 
type and antitype are not of the same nature 
or the same order ; though they are related 
in shape and outline as substance and shadow, 
yet they are different and opposite in their 
relation and character. Moses, as mediator, 
is a type of Christ the Mediator ; but the 
mediator Moses is opposed to the Mediator 
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Christ ; and the nature of Moses' mediation 
to the mediation of Christ. Moses is a medi- 
ator to separate ; Christ is Mediator to unite 
us to God. Look how opposite is this dis- 
tinction. St. Paul says {Gal. iii. 19, 20), the 
law, this Mosaic dispensation, was ordained 
by (means of) angel-messengers, (and) in the 
hands of a mediator ; and ' a mediator is not 
of one.' He is the ambassador between two 
parties which are at variance and separate ; 
and whose reconciliation and intercourse are 
the subject only of negotiation and covenant. 
4 But God is one/ That is, the reconciliation 
by Christ is entire and intimate. It unites us 
with God : makes us one with Him. Christ 
is, therefore, not a mediator in the sense in 
which Moses is. He is a uniter more than a 
mediator : not negotiating terms between two 
parties remaining separate, carrying messages 
from the one to the other, but He brings us 
into the presence of God and makes us one 
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with Him, there being no separation re- 
maining. 

But how different it is with Moses* medi- 
ation ! 'We are not come/ St. Paul says again, 
1 unto the mount that might (not) be touched : 
and if so much as a beast touched the 
mountain it shall be stoned, or thrust through 
with a dart' (Heb. xii. 18, 20) : as here it is 
peremptorily enforced, Ver. 1 2. ' Thou shalt 
set bounds unto the people round about, say- 
ing, Take heed to yourselves that ye go not 
up into the mount, or touch the border of it : 
whosoever toucheth the mount shall be surely 
put to death.' Ver. 13. ' There shall not an 
hand touch it but he shall be surely stoned, 
or shot through ; whether it be beast or man, 
it shall not live.' And ver. 21. 'Go down, 
charge the people, lest they break through 
unto the Lord to gaze, and many of them 
perish/ — as Uzzah perished when he ' put 
forth his hand, and took hold of the ark 
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(Christ).' (2 Sam. vi. 6.) And again, ver. 24. 
c Let not the priests and the people break 
through to come up unto the Lord, lest he 
break forth upon them/ 

But how different is the mediatorial dis- 
pensation of the Gospel ! Jesus Christ is 
1 God with us/ ' That which we have heard, 
that which we have seen with our eyes, which 
we have looked upon, and our hands have 
handled of the Word of life : that which we 
have seen and heard declare we unto you/ 
(1 John., i. 1, 3.) And again (MdtL xi. 12 ; 
Luke, xvi. 16), * From the days of John the 
Baptist the kingdom of heaven suffereth vio- 
lence, and the violent take it by force/ ' Since 
John, the kingdom of God is preached, and 
every man presseth into it/ This is pro- 
claimed by Christ in express contrast with 
Moses'proclamation, ' Take heed to yourselves 
that ye go not up ; ' ' charge the people lest 
they break through unto the Lord to gaze/ 
In the Gospel, the veil of the temple is rent; 
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but here the Lord comes down in a thick 
cloud (that is in mystery) upon the mount 
(ver. 16). Here all the people that was in 
the camp trembled ; but there the benignant 
Saviour, God with man in the flesh, speaking 
face to face, saith, ' Come unto me, all ye that 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest;' 
* Suffer the litde children to come unto me/ 
Here, though the Lord came down in the sight 
of all the people, yet it was only in a thick 
cloud, and to speak with the mediator, and 
that they might believe hint (ver. 9) ; but in 
the Gospel, a door is opened in heaven, and 
the ark, with the glory above it is seen ; and 
the voice as it were of God's trumpet saith, 
1 Come up hither/ not to the mediator only, 
but to the Church (Rev. iv. 1 ; xi. 19); while 
here the people are rejected to a mediatorial 
dispensation: ' Set bounds unto the people;' 
1 Take heed that ye go not up to the mount, 
nor touch the border of it / ' Let not (even) the 
priests break through to come up' (vv. 1 2, 24) 
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Here, again, it is to be observed that God 
came down only in fire, in His own consuming 
nature, which no man can witness and live — 
signifying His wrath ; whereas in the cove- 
nant of redemption, signified in vision to Eze- 
kiel, out of the globe of fire comes the living 
being, the cherubim in the likeness of man, 
with hands as of a man, and with feet walk- 
ing among men upon • the earth. (Ezek. i. 
vv. 4, 5, 6, 8.) 

Altogether, as Ainsworth observes, the 
doctrine of this chapter is, that the Law ex- 
cludes man from God rather than gives him 
life, inasmuch as he is a sinner. The Law, 
therefore, as well as Moses, who is the medi- 
ator of it, is a type of the Gospel and the 
mediation by Jesus Christ, by contrast rather 
than by likeness. 

The typical intention of this chapter is 
further noticeable in the repeated mention of 
the third month, and the third day. When a 
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saying is several times repeated, it is signifi- 
cant that it has a peculiar and prophetic inten- 
tion. Here the ' third month — the same day/ 
is mentioned ver. 1 ; and the ' third day ' is 
repeated four times, in vv. 11, 15, 16. The 
1 third day ' is expressive of redemption by 
our Lord's death and resurrection, and the 
entrance into His mediatorial kingdom. It 
is used continually in typical history and pro- 
phecy, as Gen. xxii. 4. Num. xix. 1 2 ; xxxi. 
19. 2 Kings y xx. 5. Hos. vi. 2, and again by 
our Lord Himself, ' The third day I shall be 
perfected/* 

This gives a solemn stamp to the doctrine 
of this whole chapter, and leads us on from 
the mediatorial dispensation under Moses, 
which is that of exclusion, condemnation, and 
death, to the mediatorial office and kingdom 
of Christ, which is that of life and reconcili- 
ation and oneness with God. 

* See Andrew Clarke's The Third Day. 

R 
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CHAPTER XX. 

JEHOVAH (iMMANUEL) REFUSED THE COMING 

OF THE MESSIAH POSTPONED THE TYPICAL 

LAW INTERPOSED. 

This chapter further developes the doctrine 
of Mediation. 

The mediation here established, as in the 
last chapter, and as carried out into practice 
throughout the four first books of Moses, is 
the mediation of Moses between the Israelites 
and Jehovah, as typical of the mediation of 
Jehovah, Messiah — the Mediator between 
God and mankind. 

Jehovah here in this chapter offers Hint- 
self as the Mediator, and is rejected. The 
Israelites are unable to bear the actual pre- 
sence, and voice, and doctrine of the Divine 
Mediator, ' God with us.' God Himself 
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offers Himself and His perfect law to them 
by His Word, in the first verse, ' God spake 
these "words"' Jehovah, the Lord Christ, 
therefore, brings to, and commands them 
this law — these ten commandments — in the 
perfect moral sense, in which Jesus preached 
and explained them in His Sermon on the 
Mount. But the Israelites, like the Pha- 
risees, were incapable of it; they rejected 
the Lord Jesus Christ, the Mediator, who 
brought it, and declared that they were 
unable and unfit to receive any but a typical 
and ceremonial law of ordinances. There- 
fore they refuse the law in its spiritual sense, 
as delivered to them by the Divine Preacher, 
— ' Ye have seen that I have talked with you 
from heaven' (ver. 22) ; and they say to 
Moses, the human mediator, * Speak thou 
with us, and we will hear : but let not God 
speak with us' (ver. 19). And at this time 
it is, as it seems, that God took them at their 
word, and rejected them as they had rejected 
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Him, from the perfect saving law by which 
they might have lived, and 'gave them 
statutes that were not good, and judgments 
whereby they should not live ' {Ezek. xx. 25) ; 
the law of sin and death {Rom. viii. 2) : the 
ministration of death (2 Cor. iii. 7). 

This law was given from heaven ; the 
ceremonial law was given from the taber- 
nacle ; all the Levitical law was given out 
of the tabernacle of the congregation. ' And 
the Lord called unto Moses, and spake unto 
him out of the tabernacle of the congregation.' 
{Lev. i. 1.)* 

* The word being used with different meanings, it 
is not generally observed that 'the congregation' here 
means meeting with God, to which purpose the Taber- 
nacle was dedicated (Exod. xxv. 22; xxix. 42, 43; xxx. 
6, 36. Num. xvii. 4). So Masius in yosh. ch. xviii. Medc. 
It has no reference to the multitude, the assembly, the 
congregation which assembled there. It ought properly 
to be translated, Tabernacle 'of congregation/ 'of meet- 
ing; 7 Zkijvi) paprvpwv, Sept. ' tabernaculum testimonii,' 
Vulg.; 'fcederis/Chald. The Hebrew is ns'lB bo"H, ohel 
moed, — moed being 'appointed meeting* (Lev. i. 1). It 
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When God said on this occasion, as 
recorded at Deuteronomy \ v. 28, and at 
Deut. xviii. 17, ' They have well said that 
which they have spoken ;' this was no ex- 
pression of approbation, but the reverse. 

is the word used Exod. xxxiii 7, where ' Moses took 
the tabernacle, and pitched it without the camp, afar off 
from the camp/ — far away from the body of the people, 
the assembly, the congregation, — 'and called it the 
tabernacle of (the) congregation/ — the place of meeting 
with God; there rendered by the Chaldee Paraphr., 
nearer the true meaning, ' tabernaculum domus doctrinje.' 
And it is there added, ' Every one that sought the Lord 
went out unto the ohel moed/ The mercy-seat above 
the ark was so specially dedicated and designated (Exod. 
xxv. 22; xxix. 42, 43 ; xxx. 6, 36. Num. xvii. 4), 'There 
will I meet with thee/ — where 'meet' is derived from 
the same word as ' moed.' 

The words for ' congregation/ ' assembly of people/ 
are brrjj, cahal (Lev. viii. 3; xvi. 17), at which last the 
two expressions are distinguished; also TVVB (Exod. 
xii. 3). This last, however, is derived from the same 
root as moed, because all assemblies must come together 
by ' appointment.' In these and similar places, the 
words are in the Sept. owaymyiy, in the Vulgate ecclesia, 
coetus. 
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Jehovah says, they have truly represented 
their state of mind and heart : they have 
condemned themselves : they have proved 
themselves to be unfitted to receive my com- 
mandments in their moral and spiritual sense. 
' They have well said :' I will take them at 
their word. I will establish a mediator 
Moses between me and them, though I am 
the one true and sufficient Mediator between 
God "and man ; and I will bring them to me 
only from 'afar off' (ver. 21), by a law of 
types and ordinances and ceremonies. I 
will write them on hard stone, and not on 
the fleshy tables of the heart; there they 
shall ossify and choke their heart as of stone, 
and kill and petrify it. 

The whole passage (vv. 18 to 21) repre- 
sents the establishment of and necessity for 
the mediatorial dispensation, on account of 
man's alienation from, and self-declared un- 
fitness to come near to God, and for God to 
come near to him. ' And all the people saw 
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the thunderings, and the lightnings, and the 
noise of the trumpet, and the mountain 
smoking : and when the people saw it they 
removed and stood afar off. And they said 
unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will 
hear : but let not God speak with us, lest we 
die. And Moses said unto the people, Fear 
not : for God is come to prove you, and that 
his fear may be before your faces, that ye sin 
not. And the people stood afar off, and 
Moses drew near unto the thick darkness 
where God was/ Every word here is signi- 
ficant : ' That we die not/ contrasted with 
* that ye sin not/ ' And the people stood 
afar off/ and ' Moses drew near/ And ' speak 
thou with us/ and ' Let not God speak with 
us/ And * for God is come to prove you, 
whether ye will receive him and bear to be 
with him / and ' the thick darkness/ in which 
God was forced to hide Himself from man 
for many more ages, till they should be pre- 
pared to receive Him, the Messiah. Each 
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of these words and expressions is pointedly 
significant, and every other. 

This distinction and difference between 
the law given by God Himself directly from 
heaven, and given to all mankind, and the 
law given through Moses, and offered only 
to the children of Israel, seems to be ob- 
served in the imposing of the fourth com- 
mandment here, and at DetU. ch. v., ver. 15. 
Here, as the perfect law of life, given from 
God Himself to man, the reason for keeping 
the sabbath is, * For in six days the Lord made 
heaven and earth, and rested the seventh 
day' — a reasoning and motive which is 
equally applicable to, and appreciable by all 
mankind. But in Deuteronomy the reason- 
ing is, ' Remember that thou wast a servant 
in the land of Egypt, therefore the Lord thy 
God commanded thee to keep the sabbath 
day ;' by which the law was made applicable 
especially to the Israelites. And it was to 
them a law of death ; for it is said (Exod. 
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xxxi. 15), 'Whosoever doeth any work in 
the sabbath day, he shall surely be put to 
death/ It is to be noted, however, that at 
that passage, which is the conclusion of the 
commandment for the tabernacle furniture, 
the same reason for keeping the sabbath is 
given as here at Exodus, xx. , namely, the Lord's 
resting after the six days of the creation. 

The sabbath rest after the creation of the 
material world and man, was paralleled by 
the redemption from Egypt ; the creation of 
a new spiritual race ; and this again was 
typical of the redemption by Christ — -the 
re-creation and regeneration. 

This distinction between the perfect law 
given direct by Jehovah Himself — the law 
for all mankind — and the law given to the 
Israelites, to be ' a schoolmaster* to educate 
the people step by step, and ' line upon line, 
precept upon precept, here a little and there 
a little/ up to this law of which they were 
incapable ; and the interpretation that at this 
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juncture God took the children of Israel at 
their word, and confirmed their request, ' Let 
not God speak to us any more,' and deter- 
mined to give them the ceremonial law — 
* statutes that were not good, and judgments 
whereby they should not live/ — is demon- 
strably confirmed and carried out in the last 
verses of this chapter (vv. 21-26). Jehovah 
Himself, in rejecting them, and taking His 
leave of them, says reproachfully to them, 
4 Ye have seen that I (myself) have talked 
with you from heaven' (v. 22). The law 
directly given by myself, and from heaven, 
and which you reject, must, like the true 
manna from heaven {John, vi. 32, 50, 51, 
&c.) f give life for ever; and before with- 
drawing it, and postponing it, till it shall be 
preached again to you by Jehovah — Messiah, 
in person — whom I would have now sent 
into the world, but that ye have rejected 
Him and postponed Him — before with- 
drawing it for further centuries of hope and 
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dim expectation, and bewilderment in a 
maze of ceremonies, I will give you the 
compendious principles of its holiness and 
perfection in their gospel completeness and 
brevity. 

The Lord, then, in the four last verses of 
the chapter declares that true holiness, the 
real and perfect keeping of the command- 
ments, consists in renouncing the lusts of the 
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of 
life — the world, the flesh, and the devil. 

These three precepts are clearly, but 
symbolically and idiomatically expressed and 
inculcated. 

The first is (ver. 23), ' Ye shall not make 
with me gods of silver, neither shall ye 
make unto you gods of gold/ This is a 
commandment that we shall not make gold 
and silver our god ; this is the lust of the 
eyes, and the world, — the temptation under 
which Eve fell when ' she saw that the 
tree was pleasant to the eyes/ — and that 
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which our Saviour overcame when He re- 
fused 4 all the kingdoms of the world and the 
glory of them.' 

The second is (w. 24, 25), ' An altar of 
earth thou shalt make unto me, and shalt 
sacrifice thereon thy burnt-offerings, and* thy 
peace-offerings, thy sheep and thine oxen, in 
all places where I record my name ; (then) I 
will come unto thee, and will bless thee. And 
if thou wilt make me an altar of stone, thou 
shalt not build it of hewn stone : for if thou 
lift up thy tool upon it thou hast polluted it." 
This is * the pride of life/ * the devil/ to 
which Adam and Eve yielded when they 
saw that the tree * was to be desired to make 
one wise/ — and in which our Lord was vic- 
torious when He refused to cast Himself 
down from the pinnacle of the temple ; and 
to use anything whatever of man's work or 
means in fulfilling God's will and purposes. 
Christ, the altar, is the second Adam (earth), 
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formed and moulded, and filled with the 
spirit of life by God Himself. 

The great idolatry of Gentile Christianity 
is the lifting up man's tool upon the altar of 
God, by imposing human philosophy and 
wisdom upon the simplicity of Christ : its 
theology, and systems. 

The third is, ' Neither shalt thou go up 
by steps unto mine altar, that thy nakedness 
be not discovered thereon.' This inculcates 
extreme purity, — that even the naked feet 
should not be seen in going up by steps. 
This is warring against * the flesh/ * the lusts 
of the flesh ' — that which overcame Eve when 
* she saw that the tree was good for food/ — 
and which the Redeemer overcame when He 
refused to turn the stone into bread to satisfy 
His own hunger and bodily appetite. 

Thus the Divine, the perfect and spiritual 
law, the end and fulfilment of the command- 
ments, preached by the Son of God Himself, 
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the Messiah, Mediator, is brought into like 
compass and singleness as by the Lord 
Jesus, when He said, * This is the first and 
second table of the commandments, Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and soul, and strength, and thy neigh- 
bour as thyself ' — namely, 

Thou shalt renounce the lusts of the 
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of 
life — the world, the flesh, and the devil. 
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